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Foreword

It is widely recognized that clean energy is an area of increasing impor-
tance to our world. As one of the leading companies in the catalysis indus-
try, Haldor Topsoe fully shares the view that this world has a clear and
compelling need to use our energy resources in new, clean and efficient
ways.

I am now 98 years old. With an age difference of 48 years, I have en-
joyed a friendship with Dr. Gang Xiao between generations. The Topsoe
family has known Dr. Gang Xiao for almost 20 years, since he as a young
man began his career with the company many years ago. Right from the be-
ginning 1 was impressed by his talents and multidiscipline approach and I
have always enjoyed his presence, and every time we are together I use the
opportunity to learn more about energy systems and the wider world. Since
our early encounters Dr. Xiao has developed into a world leading scientist
with active knowledge across a broad spectrum of science and technology,
including inorganic and organic chemistry, electrochemistry, physical chem-
istry, and geosciences. His enthusiasm, tremendous passion, and his unique
appealing personality have always impressed me very much.

The last time I met him, Gang told me that he had finished writing a se-
ries of books on clean energy technologies to the Chinese readers. 1 am de-
lighted to recommend Dr. Gang Xiao’s books to all those interested in the

progress and possibilities in the field of clean energy.
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