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MESSAGE

Seventy years is a long time. The Chinese have
asaying that “In life it is uncommon to meet a person
who has lived for as long as 70 years”. This is true not
only of human life, but also of the existence of a
newspaper.

The Chinese newspapers under the present

Singapore Press Holdings (SPH) have a history of 70

years, stretching back to 1923 when Nanyang Siang
Pau was inaugurated. These newspapers are not only
the oldest in Singapore, with a history of nearly two
centuries, but are also among the longest surviving
Chinese newspapers in the world. Nanyang Siang
Pau and Sin Chew Jit Poh, the latter of which was
publishedin 1929, were non-English newspapers run
by civilians during the British colonial days. After
going through difficult and hard times especially
during the Second World War, they have not only
survived but have grown by leaps and bounds.
Through a merger, the Chinese newspapers today
find themselves in a strong and flourishing position.
The increasing vitality of the Chinese newspapers
reflects the spiritual quality and the inherent strength
of the Chinese community.

In its history, the Chinese newspapers have
witnessed the development and transformation of
Singapore. Through news coverage and editorial
comments, they have participated in opposing the
Japanese, and later the colonial masters in Singapore’s
struggle for nationhood. To the large number of
people who know only Chinese, the Chinese news-
papers have wielded great and positive influence and
made great contributions to the development of the
country and society. The Chinese newspapers have
also participated in the dissemination of cultural
values and in the promotion of welfare work. This is
today a fine tradition for the Chinese newspapers.
Lianhe Zaobao, Lianhe Wanbao, Shin Min Daily
News and Friday Weekly, the four Chinese news-
papers published under the banner of SPH today,
have their roots dating back to Nanyang Siang Pau
and Sin Chew Jit Poh. They have not only taken over
the baton from Nanyang and Sin Chew in shoulder-
ing the heavy responsibility of the Chinese media, but

also achieved great success in their efforts to promote
the fine culture of the Orient.

However, having roots in the past does not
mean that these newspapers should be complacent.
With rapid changes in information technology and
keen international competition, any enterprise that
remains conservative will be left behind. Journalists
must continue in their efforts to enhance their profes-
sional skills and in increasing productivity which
must lead to an improvement in the quality of their
newspapers. Only then will they be able to distinguish
themselves in the field of journalism and further
enhance the achievements of the newspapers.

These four Chinese newspapers are ahead of
other Chinese newspapers in the world in terms of
computerisation. They took only one-and-a-half years
to fully computerise their editorial operations. By the
end of 1991, they had completely discarded archaic
operations. This proves that Chinese newspaper staff
have met the new challenges head-on and are able to
accept and master new technologies. This is a highly
commendable and happy development. But we should
not rest on our laurels. We should continue to keep
abreast of changing circumstances and cooperate
with one another, working as a team to face greater
challenges ahead.

Even as we celebrate the 70th anniversary of
Chinese newspapers in Singapore, the Singapore
society itselfisrefocusingits attention on the Chinese
language, both written and spoken. At the same time,
rapid and robust economic developments are taking
place in China, Hong Kong and Taiwan which have
created a favourable environment for Chinese
newspapers here. The launch of the Lianhe Zaobao in
Beijing, although on a limited scale, is of symbolic
significance. So long as my colleagues in the Chinese
newspapers continue in our efforts without any
slackening, I am confident that the future of our
Chinese newspapers will be very bright indeed.

Lim Kim San
Executive Chairman
Singapore Press Holdings



G 1

NZMEFERE IR =RIKE ©
199256 H13H - Frinyk Mk Ak &£
IREHAKRN (B RR) 1 (et
) BIFHEHAFEI0F ~ (FHEMR) €IH
2SEEM (BEHASAE M) tIH —FF > &
G —F —EBrEEXMAT Rt RET
B EHRASHOET TR Y £
B=K"RY= RBREMNEEITNHZ—F
MI1923FF 1992 F 1) EEEIRAIARTE »
XLEERREAIL T A EB - — ~ WESTIR
EFINB 819234 (EEFHR) AR
1983 Ef (EMHER) &I X604(8]
AR~ T =~ NEIRMIIREF %
YRAEG B1923FE F 1992 FHETIIFE -
XMRGAASIEMARIIRN - HFFE
1Pkt Z4h - EQRT FEFEANEIL »
HEIETFERANE  FERKHER
¥ E—IEEBCCEE T IBIRATE Y2
iR Y FEERENRE » FiR LICETH
MmiE ~ K~ 35~ #37 ~ BER] - RER
FISEFEAT F—REMK - SWREKEH &
FALT » NEBTREBISCEHABA > NFE
FHIFBUGIH - BN X MR EHMEST
HE - BEAINA » ET XA LSRRG
N\ X L KBRBY » ALk AR 770K
BHGEEETF Ik REKAET ©
EMBARR - EREIR A LFE
o BRMWAFTIHFZIHOSEY > 2080
BERNARADBEEBEERT c RMNEEERT
— L F R » IERIESAREE » A
PR 25 E T AV IE B TR IR B R
AHIA o EEZEEIOERNBULEFELRE ~
BEREBMFEKE KRR » TRERIPHEK
RIS e
HREATFEES T KERIEIN
RERZSFERMLCTAFL N - KXk
BRUEAEXBTER » EEAP - HFEHIK
KIFEHCIZ » FINEFINE ZRERE SR
X— TN EEEKEZRF X
Xt B XA PRI HAREER ©
HTFHEXR=KR T BERIITHIE

MTFEEN » HEGHEITFATFTE o FKMME
EXPBHRAIVLE > BHENTEHZERE > 3
AR TIRZHGR > M MNESTIREFN
¥ X—E5 0 th M6OFEY KB 70HF—
8199343 F A< 45 & Fs BT A0 5 57 37 3 th kb
T o s BB T —6 “ Frm
WM ARKEIC” UREAEABR T &HEX
mEEIE - B2F (KEREM) ~ (BEH%
w) ~ (FEEBEKR) ~ (EHisAR) -
LR FEmRAATS (FErEmk) M (2N
Hi) -

HFETIEFEECRE —FKF XiRE
FERH » EERSGUREN—EEM
BT A KRB ERMOETKK ! (HEL
HidEmit o FiE TIEE WAL TH £/ .
B HEX—ERPIT@Eh AT EE TiIiC
Eo R EH AR REStEE T E
EARAHEYVAMFE LIEE » /ERE
A SRR F AT BTEHSF - g FVE
NEEGETFTEBMICE; IEZFT T —
tt - R % EE Rt A ELEM IR A
FHTEMmMBREIKR AL o RIEBERE
[Hi# - (HELEIEHIHREGEE DI F IR
EBERFEE AT S 0 K2R —
HRENFEIWITIE - EMEEERAES »
KMBEIT - AN » BRT A~PHA
Moo XATHEBEIERMABBOA » HEE
1H 156 75 1 ©

HXI TEthHAEZE 218 H Rl o &
FINAHIRT — 1SRN ERR T 7R
— &MY —REEXNAESEEBEEZ
™ AFEHILFEEBIERAE —#EEHM
I A b k8 T AN IR B AR BT 4 SR o AT 2
IRathF G E - IR EBER T RaEm
B EERBEATANPEDI T » K
BT —&51941F108 E 12880 (EME
W) ~ (EEFEHHR 1 (FTERER)
FHI B MR A LBk o X ZHT > 1941
F10H 2194252 A F N3¢ M AT Y 5 5L
R > TEHFTINSE L de /b — e 2 B IE 5
HAE| o WFH ML H B SRR B AN T



EXR=ZKRREHIEMA X —FZEE > ABFMNBHREFEERHET

DUREL + HFRITTRZS -

EFRHHFTATE c B TFXERBE —IKE
FNE AT » HMEERPR “ NESUIRE
FELE+EBoERATHESE » BN
T4 R T YA EE T RIS
L e

XABHIANE BRI 19234 LLETHY
TR - FEIRFI1923F LS EE ~ BN LA
SNRIE IR (BEXR IR Z D FT IS #Holk
EREBTHEIRUEEFENEMNNE »
HieFr A (EMNPWE+FE) - EFRE—F
NSRS - BNfEMMI923EHE D
RE o

REWM » B LI E—8F
B+ FRB LSRR EEMEEAIC
¥ —RKELSIMENFST - RMHEX
KBEEFHRFF S L X OMAREIRA
A BESIEE S AXMERBY N - 68
FHEBIHFTEIREIARG—LET E - X
MR AT B E R TR 43U SE KL TS T BSR40
11+ BRASFAIF A RT A (ERT IR 0t 0y A i
FE—F RMFEIERBEEN D
BH 0 b/ AE EEEIREGH SR E »
IEEIREREOF ABERE » LEEX
WM& RRITFHIB AT K °



PREFACE

We should begin from the Triple Celebrations
of the Chinese Newspapers last year.

On 13th June 1992, The Chinese Newspapers
Division of the Singapore Press Holdings (SPH) held
a grand “Chinese Newspapers Triple Celebrations™
Exhibition in the World Trade Centre in conjunction
with the annual Chinese Cultural Festival and the
World Chinese Book Fair to celebrate the entry of
Lianhe Zaobao and Lianhe Wanbao into their 10th
year of publication, the 25th anniversary of Shin Min
Daily News and the 1stanniversary of Friday Weekly.
One of the major items of exhibition was the display
of selected pages from the leading Chinese news-
papers of Singapore from 1923 to 1992. These pages
portrayed two themes: (1) Singapore through the
eyes of Chinese newspapers which reflected Singa-
pore’s development and transformation during the
60 years from 1923 when Nanyang Siang Pau was
inaugurated to 1983 when it was merged with Sin
Chew Jit Poh and (2) changes of the Chinese news-
papers themselves as seen in their reports from 1923
to 1992.

This exhibition attracted enthusiastic and un-
expectedly great response. It retrieved memories of
the old and the middle-aged. It also whipped up
interest amongst the young. Many parents brought
along their children and told them about the past
events covered in the framed up and enlarged old
newspaper pages in front of them. Thus, the blood of
their next generation was injected into the reported
history of tears, sweat, struggles, frustrations, victories
and laughter as covered in the newspapers. Those
who visited the exhibition, from men in the street to
well-known figures in the cultural and educational
circles, from scholars to political leaders, affirmed
the value of the exhibition. Many of them were of the
view that it would be a great pity if the materials on
display which had taken so much time and effort to
put together were not preserved in some permanent
form.

We also share this view. In the process of rapid
modernisation, we have lost many old things as well

as many valuable things. We have even lost some
valuable memory. As a result, when we suddenly
look back, we find to our great surprise that the path
we have taken in the past is so blurred and unrecog-
nizable that even when we search the living source of
our survival, development and prosperity, we have to
make so much effort.

The Chinese Newspapers Division has accepted
the suggestion of all these people and has decided, on
the occasion of our 70th anniversary celebration this
year, to publish in book form the exhibits and related
materials used in that exhibition to help all of us
retrieve our memory and to preserve permanently
this important chapter of our history on Singapore’s
development process.

That, briefly, is how we have come to publish
this book.

Asthe Chinese Newspapers Triple Celebrations
Exhibition was put together in a rush, some of the
materials were not quite complete. We have taken the
opportunity of publishing this book to reorganise
them and to add in many new materials. We have also
expanded the part “Singapore seen through the eyes
of Chinese newspapers” from 60 years to 70 years —
to include the latest news of up to March 1993 just
before the deadline of this book. In addition, we have
also prepared a Chronicle of Events of Chinese
Newspapers in Singapore, and brief histories of the
Chinese newspapers under the Singapore Press
Holdings (SPH), including Lianhe Zaobao, Lianhe
Wanbao, Shin Min Daily News, Friday Weekly and
the predecessors of Zaobao and Wanbao — Nanyang
Siang Pau and Sin Chew Jit Poh.

At first glance, it would appear as easy as
turning over the palm for journalists themselves to
write a history book on newspapers — after all it is
our expertise to collect, collate and organise materials.
In fact, however, it is far from it. Journalists witness
the development of history and in the process busily
make records for history. News organisations and
journalists who also play an important role in the

development process of history, however, do not



have the opportunity to keep complete records for
themselves in the quick-flowing, rolling rapids of
history in which they have to do their duty faithfully.
Even if they have some, many important materials
are either lost or have become incomplete through
war troubles or organisational/personnel changes.
While back copies of newspapers may be kept in
newspaper offices, it will be a time-consuming and
labour-intensive task to search through the ocean of
old newspapers traces of selected personalities in the
development history of newspapers. Fortunately,
while facing difficulties after difficulties, we have
the assistance of some people who have helped us
solve many a problem. We would like to place on
record here our thanks to all such enthusiastic people.

Doing this job, however, is not entirely without
joy.LastNovember, there was a break-through which
made us all overjoy — after a very hard search, one
of our editors, Au Yue Pak, discovered in the Beijing
Library some pre-war Chinese newspapers which
could not be found elsewhere, certainly not in Sin-
gapore. We sent her to China immediately. She spent
nearly two weeks in the Beijing Library. With the
kind assistance of the people there, she found some
old copies of Sin Chew Jit Poh, Nanyang Siang Pau
and Sin Kuo Min Jit Poh of the period from October
to December 1941. She had microfilms made of them
and brought them back to Singapore. Before this,
Chinese newspapers from October 1941 to February
1942 before the fall of Singapore could nowhere be
found in Singapore and some well-known libraries
overseas. The microfilms Au Yue Pak brought back
from Beijing fill this gap and provide valuable ma-
terials for interested scholars in Singapore. As these
materials are publicly available in Singapore for the
first time, we have selected quite some materials and
used them in the part “Singapore seen through the
eyes of Chinese newspapers” toreflect the conditions
in Singapore under the war clouds then.

Although the book involves Chinese newspa-
pers before 1923 and refers to Chinese newspapers
other than Nanyang Siang Pau and Sin Chew Jit Poh

after 1923, it is fundamentally and mainly based on
the Chinese newspapers under SPH as well as
Nanyang and Sin Chew. Itis, therefore, entitled “Our
70 Years”. It cannot claim to be a history of Chinese
newspapers in Singapore, even starting from 1923.

This notwithstanding, the book can be said to
be a more important and complete record about
Chinese newspapers in Singapore over the past 70
years. It is a special publication of commemorative
value. Itis our hope that this book will satisfy the need
of many people who care for and love Chinese
newspapers, thatit will create greater interest amongst
more people in Chinese newspapers and that it will
provide some convenience to those who intend to
research on Chinese newspapers. What we have done
is nothing more than making some contribution to the
preservation of historical materials on Chinese
newspapers. Just like the works of our predecessors
who have provided us convenience, we hope that this
book will serve as a foundation on which the great
hall of culture can be built, so that the torch of
Chinese newspapers with a history of over a century
can carry on burning and the spirit of Chinese news-
papers in fighting for survival and development can
carry on from strength to strength.
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Our Circulation
February 1993
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Weekday Sunday/Weekend Average
BE IR
Lianhe Zaobao e 2 1 201,135 220,339 203,879
BEAIEIR .
Lianhe Wanbao!,, S 110,926 133,187 117,286
MABIR
Shin Min Daily 100,937 129,402 109,070

News

EH5ER
Friday Weekly W\ B _ 41,751
|

SRk - RS IRAETEA B IR S
?ﬁmbinej Circsftion of Lianhe Za}jbao, Lianhe Wanbao 430,235
and Shin Min Daily News

1983 F AR IRMEMNBIREFHH]
FFEIR ~ 2MBIRMNFTEBMAITH 2 293,000

Combined Average Circulation of Nanyang Siang Pau, Sin Chew Jit Poh
and Shin Min Daily News before the merger of Nanyang and Sin Chew

YIS 47%

Percentage Increase
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Our Readership*

1992

Canme oo 723,000
s Wanbao 379,000
i iy News 328,000
ENRRRESAR 1,070,000

Total readership of Chinese daily newspapers

b R F TR S BB

AOBES

80%
As a percentage
of population

literate in
Chinese

As a percentage
of adult Chinese
Population

FINHE15% LA EROAREER A O

Population of Chinese adults
(aged 15 years and over) in Singapore

BTN BBE A O

Population literate in
Chinese in Singapore

11ZE17%
AOBSE
50%

As a percentage
of Chinese
aged 11-17
years

w+ P RUSEIR | FTNE R R N SRR SR

**Source: SPH's Research and Information Department

1,830,000 1,336,000
*ETRRIR | FTNBA B A F]1992 FEHEIER

*Source: SRS 1992 Media Index
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Readership of Friday Weekly** 1 12’000
o 0% ®HEI1 E17HAOR

(2H5 3 BREXSK o
1991 % » {{ 1BV B =2

Chinese aged 11-17 years are the
target readers of Friday Weekly.
Their number in 1991 was

223,000
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Our Company
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Main Divisions of Singapore Press Holdings Ltd's Operations*
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AT ERR
MW
Executive Chairman
Lim Kim San
Mk %5 58
*pipiE
Chief Operating Officer
Denis Tay
H/ KX ’
B2 A REMAHEHA ITETRERA
S SR KEZEE ERHCRE KA E
Bl A AR AR LT
English/Malay Chinese Newspaper Services Marketing Division
Newspapers Division Newspapers Division Division | | Group General Manager
Editor-in-Chief Group General Manager Group General Manager Tham Khai Wor
Cheong Yip Seng Chew Keng Juea Chew Keng Juea

RV R ED PRI FEEZATRBE K
£ B FHEMIERS - TEXERS I
R.MFRE - ANRERHE > BABKE
B REAAXE BB AFIRUREFL
ERE U EEE MBS EER

AELENEMENHIRIALFZEE
T AR o

* There are two main functional areas in the
organisational setup of SPH, namely, Operations and
Support Services. The main support services divisions and
departments are: Finance Division, Human Resources
Division, Information Technology Division, Corporate
Relations Department, Administration Department,
Corporate Planning and Business Development Department,
Properties Department and Secretariat/Legal Department.

The other areas of operations not shown in the
organisation structure are Electronic Publishing and
Periodicals.
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Our Structure

N AREAL R
Chinese Newspapers Division
Organisation Structure

RHAELH
AxEE
Group General Manger
Chew Keng Juea
RHEARAR
Editorial Management
Committee
LRITRS % FHHH & R WK B B s R
bt es:: S8 SR8 SHRE £ |
RIEG HER RER BRIE agiche]
Editorial Support Shin Min Daily Lianhe Zaobao Lianhe Wanbao Friday Weekly
General Manager News Editor Editor Editor
Seow Choke Meng Editor Loy Teck Juan Chen Cheng Toh Yim Seong
Toh Lam Huat
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S23Total 229 115 344

F#8 Age




Chinese Newspapers Today

Our Journalists

Young, tertiary-educated, bilingual in Chinese

and English, capable of speaking some dialects, able
to let their fingers skim speedily over the computer
keyboard, basically fond of reading (but not so much
as bookworms like their counterparts in the previous
generation), and fond of travelling—this is the profile
of the new generation of Chinese journalists.

They are the successors of Chinese newspa-
pers. They are young and modern but underneath this
modern outward appearance lie their traditional
cultural genes. They carry the hope of the future of
Chinese newspapers.

Of the 344 journalists working in the Chinese
newspapers, those below the age of 40 account for
more than 50%. Although the female accounts for
one-third of the total, there is a clear and growing
trend for this number to increase. The female journal-
ists account for the majority of those below the age
of 40.

Of the writing journalists among them, about
55% have tertiary qualifications. This percentage is

rapidly growing, because almost all of those who

joined the ranks of the Chinese newspapers in recent
years have received tertiary education. However, no
matter how high their educational level may be, their
journalistic training begins only after they have joined
the newspapers. The Singapore Press Holdings pro-
vides every member of its staff, including journalists,
systematic and institutionalised training. In the Chi-
nese newspapers, equal emphasis is placed on both
the formal training and the on-the-job training. In this
way, trainees can master more quickly their profes-
sional knowledge and skills through theory and
practice, and become good journalists.

In recent years, many Chinese newspaper
journalists have taken study leave for further education
overseas and returned to continue serving in the
newspapers. There are also many young people who
joined the ranks of the Chinese newspapers after
completing their studies overseas. On the other hand,
there is also a growing trend of foreigners coming to
work for the Chinese newspapers in Singapore. It
can, therefore, be said that the Chinese newspapers
here are gradually becoming a melting-pot of talents
from various sources.
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