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. The Beginning —

“Where have I come from, where did you pick
me up?” the baby asked its mother. She answered
half crying, half laughing, and clasping the baby to
her breast - “You were hidden in my heart as its
desire, my darling.”

You were in the dolls of my childhood’s
games; and when with clay I made the image of my
god every morning, I made and unmade you then.
You were enshrined with our household deity, in
his worship I worshipped you. In all my hopes and
my loves, inmy life, in the life of my mother you
have lived. In the lap of the deathless Spirit who
rules our home you have been nursed for ages.

When in girlhood my heart was opening its
petals, you hovered as a fragrance about it. Your
tender softness bloomed in my youthful limbs, like a
glow in the sky before the sunrise. Heaven'’s first
darling, twin-born with the morning light, you have
floated down the stream of the world’s life and at
last you have stranded on my heart.

As I gaze on your face, mystery overwhelms
me; you who belong to all have become mine. For
fear of losing you I hold you tight to my breast.
What magic has snared the world’s treasure in
these slender arms of mine? &z
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philosophy professor stood

before his class and had
some items in front of him. When class
began, - wordlessly he picked up a large
empty mayonnaise' jar and proceeded
to fill it with rocks right to the top,
rocks about 2 inches in diameter. He
then asked the students if the jar was
So the

professor then picked up a box of peb-

full. They agreed that it was.

bles® and poured them into the_jar; He
shook the jar lightly. The pebbles, of
course, rolled into the open areas be-

tween the rocks. The students laughed.

The Most Important Thi

we

He asked his students again if the jar was

full. They agreed that yes, it was. The pro-

fessor then picked up a box of sand and
poured it into the jar. Of course, the sand
filled up everything else.

“I want
The

rocks are the important things -- your fam-

“Now,” said the professor.

you to recognize that this is your life.

ily, your partner, your health, your chil-
dren -- anything that is so important to
you that if it were lost, you would be near-
ly destroyed. The pebbles are the other

things in life that matter, but on a smaller

— UEFHEREN EPLEVE, Tl
#EE R, Fis LR, fli—4

R, MEEE—-TAKNERESEZT, A
 EREARHR,-HEIZO, BRAKERY

OLrse

o B9

The pebbles represent’ things like
your job, house, or car. The sand is every-
thing else, the small stuff.

If you put the sand or the pebbles into

scale.

the jar first, there is no room for the rocks.
The same goes for* your life. If you spend
all your energy and time on the small stuff]
material things, you will never have room

for the things that are truly most impor-

tant. &2
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Twent -FOUP Hours

[ am rich. I have twenty-four hours to spend.
Like golden coins, they shine for me. Let me not
waste them; neither let me feverishly spend them
in hectic, nerve-shattering activity. I would take
thought before using them. Let me spend a good
portion of them for my daily work and for some
form of creativity. Let me save some for friendli-
ness and helpfulness to others. Let me spend at
least one hour a day in looking up for guidance,
with some moments for quiet enjoyment of the
wonderful worlds of nature, books, art and music.
A little I must save for fun, and then a number of
the coins for a well-earned rest.

And if,
have been spent other than the way I had planned,

at the day’s close, I find that some

let me not fret or despair. When I wake up to-
morrow, my purse will be filled with twenty-four
And I shall be
twenty-four hours older and wiser than today. g

more coins, all shining and new!
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LIFE @ LIFE

eally be sixty-two years ago that [

a lifetime, I know. But as I gaze
€s now, it seems like only yester-

I first saw you, in that small cafe in

Hanover Square.
' From the moment I saw you smile, as you
opened the door for that young mother and
her newborn baby, I knew that I wanted to
share the rest of my life with you.

I stll think of how foolish I must have

looked, as I gazed at you, that first time. I re-

BRELIIE5hER,

6251 , AT — AT ;625 &, KA1
#E ARS8 RFFHEER, BARK,
EABRAELERTBREL RALLBE M

HATF KA B, i KEK R 624
RS ? o

THGE, XERAEMN—HHE%. X
HERMRE, S8 ERMEX, &
DU L 4 (9 A 18] /N AR

VMKW BIRE R, IRIERN— (4R
(B SR LAY R EFFIT . ML, REEH
HERRESHRHIWFHEE, HESE,

My @z&r/@q

member watching you intently,

as you

took off your-hat and loosely shook your
I felt

- myself becoming immersed' in your ev-

short dark hair with your fingers.

ery detail, as you placed your hat on the
table and cupped your hands around the
hot cup of tea, gently blowing the steam
away with your pouted? lips.

From that moment, everything

seemed to make perfect sense® to me.

The people in the cafe and the busy
street outside all disappeared into a hazy*
blur’. All I could see was you. »
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LIFE LIFE

All through my life I have relived that very first
day. Many, many times I have sat and thought about
that the first day, and how for a few fleeting moments
I am there, feeling again what is like to know true
love for the very first time. It pleases me that I can still
have those feelings now after all those years, and I
know I will always have them to comfort me.

Not even as I shook and trembled uncontrollably
in the trenches, did I forget your face. I would sit hud-
dled® into the wet mud, terrified, as the hails of bullets
and mortars’ crashed down around me. I would clutch
and think again of that

as the

my rifle tightly to my heart,
very first day we met. I would cry out in fear,
noise of war beat down® around me. But, as I thought
of you and saw you smiling back at me, everything
and I would be
with you again for a few precious moments, far from
It would not be until I

opened my eyes once again, that I would see and hear

around me would be become silent,
the death and destruction.

the carnage of the war around me.

I cannot tell you how strong my love for you was
back then, when I returned to you on leave in the
September, feeling battered’, bruised" and fragile. We
held each other so tight I thought we would burst. I
asked you to marry me the very same day and I
whooped" with joy when you looked deep into my
eyes and said “yes” to being my bride.

I’m looking at our wedding photo now, the one
on our dressing table, next to your jewellery box. I
think of how young and innocent we were back then.
I remember being on the church steps grinning like a
Cheshire cat'?, when you said how dashing and hand-
some I looked in my uniform. The photo is old and
faded now, but when I look at it, I only see the bright
vibrant® colors of our youth.

I remember being so over-enjoyed,

when ad
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year later, you gently held my hand to your waist
and whispered in my ear that we were going to be a
family.

I know both our children love you dearly; they
are outside the door now, waiting.

Do you remember how I panicked™ like a mad
man when Jonathon was born? I can still picture you
laughing and smiling at me now, as I clumsily® held
him for the very first time in my arms. I watched as
your laughter faded' into tears, as I stared at” him
and cried my own tears of joy.

Sarah and Tom arrived this morning with little
Tessie. Can you remember how we both hugged
each other tightly when we saw our tiny grand-
daughter for the first time?

I know you are tired, my dear, and I must let
you go. But I love you so much and it hurts to do so.

I must go now, my darling. Our children are
waiting outside. They want to say goodbye to you.

I am sad that you had to leave me, but please
don’t worry. I am content'®, knowing I will be with
you soon. I know it won’t be long before we meet

again in that small cafe in Hanover Square. g
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Dean read the words:

“It’s over. Goodbye.”

It was a harsh way to end a relation-
ship. Would it change anything if he didn’t
post it? No. She would still find out even-
With a sigh, he pushed the card
through the letterbox. Being a postman was

tually.

tough sometimes. g
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My father was not a senti-
mental' man. I don’t remember
him ever ohhing or ahhing over
something I made as a child.
Don’t get me wrong, I knew
that my Dad loved me, but get-
ting all mushy-eyed? was not his
thing. I learned that he showed
me he loved me in other ways.
There was one particular mo-
ment when this became real to
me...

I always believed that my
parents had a good marriage, but just before I, the
youngest of four children, turned 16, my belief
was sorely? tested.

| My father,who used to share in the chores*
around the house, gradually started becoming de-
spondent’. From the time he came home from
his job at the factory, to the time he went to bed,
he hardly spoke a word to my Mom or us kids.
The strain on my Mom and Dad’s relationship
was very evident. However, [ was not prepared
for the day that Mom sat my siblings® and me
down and told us that Dad had decided to leave.

All that I could think of was that I was going
to become a product of a divorced family. It was
something I never thought possible and it grieved
me greatly. I kept telling myself that it wasn’t
going to happen, and I went totally numb when
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I knew my Dad was really leaving. The night before
he left I stayed up in my room for a long time. [
prayed and I cried —- and I wrote a long letter to my
Dad.

much I would miss him.

I told him how much I loved him and how
I told him that I was praying
for him and wanted him to know that, no matter what,
I loved him. I told him that I would always and forev-
er be his Krissie...

As I folded my note I stuck in’ a picture of me
with a saying I had always heard. “Anyone can be a fa-
ther but it takes someone special to be called a Daddy.”

Early, the next morning as my Dad left our house,
I went to the car and slipped® my letter into one of his
bags. Two weeks went by with hardly a word from my
father. |

Then,
to find my Mom sitting at the dining room table wait-
ing to talk to me. I could seé in her eyes that she had
been crying. She told me that. Dad had been there and
that they had had a very long talk. = They decided that
there were things that the both of them could,
would change —- and that their marriage was worth sav-
ing. '

Mom then turned her focus to my eyes. “Kristi,
Can I ask

one afternoon, I came home from school

- and

Dad told me that you wrote him a letter.
what you wrote to him?”

I found it hard to share with my Mom what I
wrote from my heart to my Dad. [ mumbled’® a few
My mom replied, “Well, Dad
said that when he read your letter, it made him cry. It

words and shrugged®.

meant a lot to him and I have hardly ever seen your
he called to ask if
he could come over to talk. Whatever you said really

Dad cry. After he read your letter,

made a difference to your Dad.”

A few days later, my Dad was back. This time to
stay. We never talked about the letter, my Dad and L.
I guess I always figured that it was something that was a
secret between us. P m
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