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Preface

For the last decades, Zhijian and I have been close. Same in age, we two were classmates in am secandany education, we
studied in the same department at college, and we have been doing Fine Arts in the same city. In this association of
ours, we have both learned from each other, turning into a cup and can relatianship, like that between the legendary
lords Cai and Zhan.

Back in early sixties, Zhijian was admitted to Nanjing Art College, majoring in Fine Arts. He graduated with flying
colours and for his academic'récgrds was awarded the certificate of merit. During the next twenty years, he was editor of
Fine Arts to the Xinhua Daily. Then, he took charge as Editor in Chief for Jiangsu Fine Arts Publishers. Years later, he
began his teaching career at Nanjing College of Architectural Engineering, devoting himself to the training of fine
Artists. He took all these work expererces to his heart and did admirably well.

Painting is Zhijian’s second life. His diligence commands admiration. He has his heart in painting, often forgething his
meals and never knowing tiredness. His versatile talent shows in his thousand publications, works of Chinese painting,
engravings, gouaches, picture books, traditinal Spring Festival pictures, posters, cartoons, decorative drawings, book
cover designs, calligraphy. Among these, Chinese paintings have occupied considerably more of his time and effort. He
studied under masters like Chen Dayu, Ya Ming and Li Jianchen, adding colour to both his style and skill.

Zhijian draws on his real-life experiences, as he believes every painter should. His editorship at the Xinhua Daily gave
him a good chance to be close to the world and a strong urge to capture life in its colour and change. To sketch the most
exciting moments, he had often to see storms, work in the burning sun and the icy cold in wintertime. As the saying
goes, God knows him who knows diligence. So, in Zhijian’s paintings breathe the air of Mother Natrue and the under-
standing of the artist, in his landscapes, in his works of birds, beasts and flowers.

His skill and expressive devices take root in Chinese cultrue and tradition, yet believe that ”the best methods are when
all methods are held high”, drawing on whatever suits his purpose, Chinese or Western, traditional or modern. As a
teaching aid at Nanjing College of Architectrual Engineering, he studied western posture patterns, which are well em-
bodied in his works, helping shape, after long practice, a style of his own.

Zhijian works in real earnest. His paintings are "original beyond the Law and logical out of freedom”, to the effect of
grandness and force. This brush draws fluently, the lines are highly decorative, full of native wit with a Western air,
modern within the frame of being traditional. In addition, he looks to his personal artistic fulfillment, and enjoys poetry
and prose. He is at home with art history and artistic criticism. Indeed, reading Zhijian’s paintings, one sees poetry.
Whatever caption poem he adds to a painting, it reads well.

Early this decades, he was invited to Toronto and held with success an exhibition of his paintings. During his stay in
Canada, he visited museums, art galleries, and great paintings, both classics and modern master pieces. The visit has
given him much: a stronger career in Chinese painting.

On the occasion of the publicaiton of his collelction, 1 send my wishes for my former classmate,’ to have one more
flight of stairs up in his work.

PROFESSOR ZHOU JIYIN
Nanjing Art College
May 1994
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1. BkBIEE The Rhythm of Autumn
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3. BRBILLUA Mountain Rain in South Anhui
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Twin Chickens

Amougst Flowers



5. AR Wings Spread
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6. 28 Changes of Life
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8. EHIA
Twin Birds Perch

on an Old Tree




9. ATIE Naive Charm
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Flowers Taunt the Storm




