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Normally we use the expression ‘old man in the sunset of life’ to describe elders who are still
active in old age. The author of this album, seventy-six year old Uncle Deng, is called the ‘old
man in the rising sun’ . Since retiring in 1992, Uncle Deng fell in love with photography during
his travels around the world. At first, like all tourists he took many pictures on these trips but
as he travelled more and saw more of the world’s natural wonders, photography crept into his
blood. Especially in his pursuit of the rising sun, he photographed the sun tirelessly in capturing
the glory of life.

During a trip to the Great Khingan in the northeast of China, Uncle Deng chose to live in a
ranger’s wooden hut rather than a comfortable hotel with his fellow travellers so that he could
capture the moment of the rising sun without disturbing his companions’ rest.

On another trip to Hainan Island, Uncle Deng risked life and limb to shoot crashing waves
on a rising tide in the dawn sunlight. In capturing this wonderful moment, he slipped and fell on
the hard rocks and badly hurt his leg but he still continued to take pictures of this beautiful scene
despite his pain.

On Huangshan Mountain, although there was only a small chance of seeing the dawn sun,
Uncle Deng was up at 3 am while others were sleeping deeply to capture the scene. He finally got
his reward at Qingliangtai, much to the envy of his companions: Uncle Deng always gives 100%
effort even if there is only a 1% chance of success.

At Arlishan Mountain, Uncle Deng took a night train and arrived at the mountain top at
3am. At5am he had captured the rising sun.

In Penglai, having photographed the sun rise, Uncle Deng thought himself the only person
up at that hour. Much to his surprise, he saw an old fisherman was also up and had already
caught three fish!

Uncle Deng takes great pleasure in catching and photographing the morning sun. He frankly
says: “If  wasn't motivated to take the ideal photograph of the sun rise, I wouldn’t get up carly.”

While selecting and editing this photographic album, which has been created by the author’s
more than ten years hard work, I made one rule for him: all the pictures to be compiled had to be
unique scenes. As a result, I have removed many wonderful photographs so that only the pinna-

cle of Uncle Deng’s work remains! Uncle Deng studied mining at university and worked in min-



ing afterwards, and has never specialized in photography. Despite this, there are many excellent
photographs here that I admire and appreciate. For example, Old City Wall in Snowfield conveys
an artistic conception of quiet elegance through a highly contrasting frame; Red Fish shows an
open composition and red motion, which is visually stunning and lasts long in the memory. Uncle
Deng is so willing to share his pleasure and joy with others of these beautiful moments through
photography. Even just a taste of these photographs fills us with enjoyment and happiness, which
is the underlying motivation of photography and explains Uncle Deng’s willingness to publish this
album.

We all hope tomorrow’s sun will be brighter and even more beautiful, and wish Uncle Deng
enjoys the pleasure and happiness of photographing the rising sun, which brings such joy to him

and to all of us.

liditor:

Deng Wei

\n international famous photographic artist of portrait. Hon. FRPS
of "T'he Roval Photographic Socicty. born in 1959. is currently a pro-
fessor teaching at ‘T'singhua Univeristy. His main works: Collected
Works of Deng Wei. Deng Wei's Diary, cight Years Dengweis Di-
any. Deng Wei A Look at the World, Wind from China, Deng Wei
nd Fitey FFaces. Sclection of Photographic Works by Deng Wei. A
Photographic Record of Eminent World Figures by Deng Wei. Al-

bum of Works Donated by Deng Wei to the National Art Muscum

of China. all together more than 1en books. over 2 million words. ¢
has exhibited his works in China. the United States. UKL and the
United Nation. Tis works won many awards at home and abroad

and are in muscums of fine arts as well as national libraries across the
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There is a classic line in The Tragic History of Doctor Faustus: “You are so beautiful, please
stay for a while!” Sadly, time flies! Initially, the reasons why I took up photography were because
I fell in love with the beauty of life, the joy of recollection and had the desire to refresh memories
and eternalize beauty.

I was born in Beijing in 1932. After graduating from college, with lofty ideals and enthusiasm,
I went to Heilongjiang Province, the far northeast of China, where we were needed the most. 1
stayed there for 35 years. These years, however, brought valuable spiritual meaning into my life;
the years spent in factories and the countryside especially made me contemplate more about the
world and about myself. I learned so much about people’s values and got to know more about
all walks of life. From these experiences, I have come to adore all life. But unfortunately, due to
many hardships, my busy work and financial situation, it made it impossible for me to do any
photography.

In 1992, I retired and returned to my hometown, Beijing, with my children. With a lot of spare
time, filial respect and the financial support of my children, I entered the world of photography.
Photography is not only a wonderful record, it is also an expression of fecling. There is great
beauty in nature! What a beautiful country China is and what a sweet life we have! Do you want
to capture and keep all your beautiful moments? Would you like to display and convey the latest
and most beautiful scenes of our country and of the world? Do you want these to last forever?
Photography is such a great medium to do this! If a thousand-mile trip is needed to film a single
natural wonder, then ten times more miles are worth it for social scenes. Little photos convey
such magnificent scenes and these moments become eternal as if time itself has stopped. Photog-
raphy has fast become a means for expressing of my pride and enthusiasm for life.

As my desire grew to use photography to capture these moments and scenes in life, over time I
changed my habit of rushing with the masses to take souvenir photos wherever I went. Instead, I
started to pay closer attention in creating my photographic works. What motivated me to do this
is a love and passion for the art of photography. In order to take more satistactory photographs,
I continually improved myself by reading many professional photographic books, seeking advice
from experts, repeatedly visiting photography exhibitions to learn from masters and by expend-

ing loads of film! I will not stop until my goal of taking the perfect picture is obtained.



Photography is such a delight in my life and the feeling it brings is something that can only be
: @erlenoed by those who take part in it.

Takmg photographs is an arduous task, somctzmesmlnng from dawn to dusk oremm
n uxpsomhn@muwammmpmmmamebeanuﬁnmmamlrmymj ng

orld. ﬁ;mndaﬁumdwrmnynspamadadybmunﬁnlmthdpbmmgsoex- "
cnmdwhcmverlgo On 22nd August 2007, just one day before the Tibet Chevroler Festival, I went

to Lhasa with my son. I had been dreaming of going to Tibet for a long time - the stunning scenery
of big blue skies, white clouds, green waters and snowy mountains. Finally, the dream came true.
When I was mkmg photographs on Tibet Plateau at an altitude of over 5,000 metres, I felt nothing

appiness flowing through me. Alﬂloughlrcmmnedamnuvethewholcumc,ttyingwcapmm
~.MMmmmt, I still nussedthelmageofahcrdofyaksrunmng across the river when I
Wmtﬂm a drink of water. This has remained such a regret for me!

- Photography is an instant world. A photographer’s duty is to capture with just one click the best

of nature and to transform this into something eternal, to induce deep reactions in displaying differ-

tures and individualism.
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