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Preface

The studies of this volume document a rather recent stage within the continuum
of research related of Central Asia. If one wants to reconstruct the process of
unveiling the "mysteries” of this region, one may choose between two different
perpectives
Looking West from the forbidden city of Beijing one is bound to start in the mil-
lennium before Christ. The discovery of the West will be perceived as a constant
alternation between Han expansion and retreat, well documented in the annals of
the various dynasties.
Seen from the ivory towers of European academic centres, Central Asia become
an issue of research in the 19th century, stimulated by Czarist and British impe-
rialist interests. Thus until the global economic crisis of 1929 Anglo— American
and Russian names domunated the titles of research publications. German and
Scandinavian authors were also considerably involved in Central Asiatic re-
search, economically supported by a great variety of different interests.
The gallery of famous scientists in this period begins with Alexander von Hum-
boldt, who in 1892 investigated the nature of inner continental mountain ecosys-
tems when visiting the Altai. Within the now following sequence of prominent
names one will also be confronted with an outstanding explorer of the Tian
Shan; Gustav Merzbacher, geologist and surveyor, he produced the first accu-
rate maps of the central Tian Shan, especially the Tenggeri Peak, Bogdo Ola,
the Yuldus intramontane Basin and the upper reaches of the Manas catchment
area. His style of research was in accord with the most advanced technological
level of that time using theodolite and camera. His publications, a historic docu-
ment, the value of which can hardly be overestimated.
This epoch of the great pioneers as we may call it, close with the last Sino —
Swedish expedition of Sven Hedin in the 30ies of this century.
The following period of the anti — Japanese and civil war in China, creating in
Xinjiang a situation of instability not permitting further research, ended with the
confirmation of Xinjiang’s incorporation in the People’s Republic in 1951 as a re-
sult of the Sino — Soviet friendship treaty negociated between Stalin and Mao
Tsetung.

. § —-



A new chapter of research was then opened by the establishment of joint Sino—
Soviet expeditions organized by the Chinese and Soviet Academies of Science.
The old buildings of the Shihezi Guesthouse served as one of their local centres.
These comprehensive interdisciplinary projects primarily had a basic research ap-
proach. Nevertheless they must as well as well be understood as applied re-
search, since they were simuitaneously engaged in land development: Their re-
sults were immediately put into practice by the various divisions of the PLLA con-
struction corps. The works published by Murzaev and Petrov are outstanding re-
sults of this research chapter, which closed abruptly with the Chinese — Soviet
split in 1961.

Despite innerpolitical turmoil the next two decades produced substantial progress
in the more detailed research of Xinjiang’s natural conditions under the responsi-
bility of the Chinese Academy of Sciences with its centres in Beijing, Lanzhou
and Urumqi as well. The UN Stockholm conference of 1972 lead to the procla-
mation of new laws and to the gradual establishment of a separate Environmental
Protection administration at all political levels in China. The logical consequence
was the foundation of Environmental Protection Research Institute at the provin-
cal level. Differing from the reaearch of the Acadmia Sinica, these institations
had a specific funtion for the implementation of the new goals proclaimed by the
National Environmental Protection Agency.

It was not easy for them to develop an individual research profile. Institutional
consolidation was supported by the policy of kaifang permitting international ex-
change and cooperation with foreign partner institutions.

Among the frist German —Chinses official contacts in the field of Environmental
Protection Research was the visit of an interdisciplinary to China in 1981 hosted
by NEPA. The Chinese response followed in 1983. It was in the course of this
exchange, that the environmental impacts of agricultural development in arid
Central Asia were defined as a common field of interest. NEPA, acting as a
matchmaker, established links between a research team at Technical University
of Berlin and the Xinjiang Environmental Protection Research Institute.

During the first visit to Xinjiang in 1984 the Manas catchment area selected as a
regional example and a "two floor approach” was agreed upon:

—Several studies should focus on the entire Manas catchment area as a separate
hydrological system with a catena of geomorphology, vegetation and soils repre-

sentative for the northern slopes of Tian Shan. This finally resulted in a series of



