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The Sinkiang Uighur Autonomous Region is situated on China’s north-
west border, a vast land with gorgeous scenery. It is bounded on the
north by the Altai Mountain Range and on the south by the Kunlun
Mountains, while the Tien Shan Range runs across it. Here are endless
stretches of mountain forests, grasslands, fertile uncultivated plains as
well as the immense Gobi Desert. Sinkiang is rich in mineral resources,
but owing to the remoteness of the region, difficulty of transport, vastness
of the desert and shortage of water, Sinkiang’s economy has long remained
backward and its people poor. Oppression and plunder by the dynastic
rulers and Kuomintang reactionaries only aggravated the situation.

After the peaceful liberation of Sinkiang, a campaign to reclaim the
waste-lands was launched by the People’s Liberation Army in order to
develop the frontier and bring prosperlty to people of all nationalities

living there.
In a few years ‘the PLA farming units in Sinkiang have opened up

some 340,000 acres of new land and set up 45 farms ranging in size from
5,000 to 18,000 acres of cultivated land. These farms are situated both
north and south of the Tien Shan Range in the agricultural regions of
the Manass and Urumchi rivers, and at I)i, Baingol, Aksu, Altai and
Turfan. They have also dug 30 irrigation canals and built 5 reservoirs.
The canals total a length of 485 miles and, together with the reservoirs,
irrigate the entire reclaimed area.

Livestock has also increased. At the beginning of 1956, domestic
animals had reached 563,300 head. Seventeen artificial iInsemination
stations have also been set up. |

In 1955, PLA men in Sinkiang harvested bumper crops of cotton and
grain over large areas. The champion cotton-grower, Liu Hsueh-fu, set
a national record of 1,390 catties of cotton per mou (1/6 of an acre). A
squad leader, Yang Chen-kuo, produced an average of 533 catties of grain
per mou on alkaline soil. In 1955 the soldier-farmers in Sinkiang sowed
an area of 1,110,000 mou; it will 'be increased to 3,480,000 in 1956. They
have set a new target of “1,000 catties of cotton per thousand mou, and
10,000 piculs of wheat per ten thousand mou”.

The men of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army in Sinkiang have
made great contributions to the development and construction of China’s
northwest. Thanks to their hard work, the barren lands are becoming
productive. Their success and experience is setting the pace of agricul-
tural production for the peoples of Sinkiang and for the whole nation.
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Back in 1949 the People’s Liberation Army in Sinkiang
launched their campaign to reclaim the waste-lands
for the development of the frontier. Here soldiers

are shown opening up new land on the edge of the
{Gobi Desert.
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Beaking up the virgin soil.
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Soldiers working at one of the many water conserv ancy
projects needed for land reclamation and protection fro
the arid upland climate.
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Bulldozers at work.
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The Red Star No. 1
Canal, opened in
1952. It is 20 miles
long, irrigating
50,000 acres of new
land reclaimed by
the soldiers and also
other fields in the
Hami area.
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The “August 1” Re-
servoir at the foot
of the Tien Shan
Range. It can hold
14410000 cubic
yards of water,
irrigating an area
of 130,000 acres.
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Irrigating plots cultivated by the soldiers.
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Water also flows into fields belonging to
various minority peoples.
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Spring ploughirg and sowing.
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A teacher of the “Aug.

1”7  Agricultural Col-

lege showing soldiers

how to handle the hay
rake,
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Processing nodular fertilizer by the Soviet method.
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Soldiers of the “August 1” Farm selecting the
best seeds from a variety of Ukrainian wheat.



