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Introduction

The 21st century is an information society of knowledge economy and information has
become an important strategic resource for economic development in it. As a special resource,
information has played an increasingly important role in economic development, daily life and
scientific research. The information society has put forward higher requirements for higher
education. Among the existing curriculum of medical universities, Medical Information Retrieval,
which has been dominant in information literacy education, is a major course to develop students’
awareness and ability of information. Information literacy is a part of the overall literacy as well
as the basic quality of medical students in information society.

Section I Development of Medical Information Retrieval Course

Chinese medical literature retrieval teaching germinated in the late 1950s, giving expression to
the reference and information counseling performed by medical librarians to the readers. To meet
the science and technology staff’s desire for literature retrieval, some library and information
organizations informed the readers how to use library in detail, the arrangement and usage of the
references and some important publications for retrieval. Although it was relatively decentralized
and fragmented, and its scientificalness, theoreticalness, and systematicness have not yet reached
the level of continuing education course, these works had created the conditions for the birth
of Medical Literature Retrieval course. In the early 1980s, some insightful medical librarians
came to realize acutely that further medical literature retrieval education should be taken for
the medical staff and students all over the country. Professor Wu Guanguo, the chief of Nanjing
Medical Library led and organized the experienced teachers from more than ten medical colleges
to edit the first Medical Literature Retrieval as teaching materials in 1982. Medical literature
retrieval, as a course of medical colleges and universities, established a complete and independent
system, not only in practice but in theory. Thus, it got the approval and was thought highly of by
the former State Education Commission.

In 1984, the Ministry of Education (former State Education Commission) issued “the view
on opening Literature Retrieval Course in colleges and universities”, which aimed to enhance
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the students’ learning and independent research ability and transform the knowledge-based
students into quality-based talents, paying special attention to self-learning and independent
research ability. The knowledge and skills of literature retrieval and utilization was an important
aspect of self-learning and independent research capacity. It required that all qualified schools
should serve Literature Retrieval Course as a required course and unqualified schools should
offer it as an optional course, or hold special lectures and then improve it. The document is an
important measure for carrying out the information literacy education. Since then, higher medical
institutions in China have offered medical literature retrieval course gradually.

In 1994, “The Decision on Deepening the Comprehensive Reform to Promote the Quality of
Education of the CPC Central Committee State Council” put forward specific demands to higher
education, ie., higher education should pay attention to cultivating students the innovative ability,
practical ability and entrepreneurial spirit, and promoting their humanistic quality and scientific
quality. In 2001, the Ministry of Education proposed that the students should be educated with
the latest scientific and cultural achievements. Knowledge impartment, capacity cultivation and
quality improving should be integrated together to promote the extensive participation of students
in scientific research and social practice, and intensify the efforts to cultivate students’ innovative
spirit and practical ability.

Since the 20th century, Medical Literature Retrieval course has been set up in Chinese
medical universities and some colleges, forming a considerable scale. In October 1990, National
Medical Literature Retrieval Teaching Research Association was set up in Wuhan Tongji Medical
University, which has played a significant role in promoting the development of medical literature
retrieval, marking a new stage for medical literature retrieval teaching. Since then, medical
universities in all the provinces, municipalities and autonomous regions have also carried out the
teaching for hospital staff to improve their information awareness and search skills. In a word, the
teaching of medical literature retrieval has established an unshakable position in the teaching of
universities. With the rapid development of information technology and the tremendous changes
in retrieval content and methods, medical literature retrieval has been replaced by medical
information retrieval gradually.

Section I Learning Objectives of Medical
Information Retrieval Course

I. Information literacy and information retrieval

Information literacy, a term emerged with the formation and development of information
society refers to the ability of retrieval, analysis, evaluation and use of information resources to
address the information needs and make the relevant decision as well as the general description
of the ability of informational behavior, independent learning and critical thinking. Information

retrieval and utilization is an important component of information literacy. Through the study
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