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One hundred years ago, when collecting plants in China, a botanist from a western country took
many valuable photos illustrating the society and environment of China at that time. One hundred years
later, a Chinese ecologist retraced the western botanist’s journey, and pressed his camera shutter, taking
the same pictures in the same places that botanist had photographed a century ago.

Through the comparison of 250 sets of old and new photos, this book vividly exhibits the great
changes in western China that occurred since the founding of the new China 60 years ago, and after 30
years of Reform and Opening Up, and 10 years of China’s western development. This book insists that
the society of our time should sustainably use natural resources, proposes that human beings should pay
more respect to the natural environment around them, and wishes that we all love and protect western China -
mother of the world’s garden. The book is a visual log of the ecological changes that have occurred over
the past 100 years in Western China. Although the landscape has changed in that time, we can still see
the wonderful ecological diversity of this region and its influences on the rest of the world’s modern
ecology, making it all the more important that we find a way to conserve and preserve this rich and unique
environment.

This book provides valuable information for specialists of ecology, botany, horticulture, forestry,
climate science, environmental science, city planning and mountain disaster management, and can
be used as a reference book for researchers in the fields of the history, culture, tourism, economy and
ethnology. Finally, it also serves as an illustrated textbook for youngsters to understand the recent history

of China and see the beauty of its western regions.
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Briefing on the photographer of the old photos

Ernest H. Wilson (1876 — 1930), a world famous botanist and horticulturist, is well known on many counts. He made
five expeditions to China between 1899 to 1918, and was sponsored by the Firm of James Veitch and Sons, UK and the
Arnold Arboretum of Harvard University, USA. During these trips he discovered an enormous number of plants and trees
new to the West. He brought to the UK and USA not only many new plants, but also the art of Chinese horticulture, that is,
the idea of “building gardens by imitating the natural landscape” . From his studies, he proved that China is the mother of

world gardens. China has provided many plants, from apple trees to roses, to Western horticulture, thus building a scientific

and cultural bridge between East and West.
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Briefing on the author

Yin Kaipu (1943 —) is a professor at the Chengdu Institute of Biology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, a counselor
of the People’s Government of Sichuan Province and an advisor in the Science and Technology Advisory Group for the
People’s Government of Sichuan Province. He has long worked in this western Chinese province where he has a wide
range of interests, particularly a love of nature. Yin believes in the sustainable use of natural resources, and is an active
conservationist, working to preserve the biodiversity and ethnic culture of the region. In the 1970s, he was one of the first
scholars to suggest that one of China’s famous natural reserves, Jiuzhaigou, needed to be protected. In 2002, he proposed
to establish a living corridor for giant pandas in the Minshan Mountains in order to connect fragmented populations; this
proposal was subsequently accepted by government sectors. In 2008, after the Wenchuan Earthquake he made another
suggestion, “Attaching great importance to protecting the giant panda after the earthquake” . which was also approved by

the Central Government of China.
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Preface

By retracing the steps of the famous botanist, Ernest Henry Wilson, and photographing the sites he visited
and photographed 100 years ago, the author has been trying to show the true environmental changes that have
occurred in western China over the last century. Readers may be amazed at these changes, and perhaps even
sensing a certain feeling deep in their hearts.

This book combines environmental ecology, landscape ecology and historical ecology, with the natural and
social sciences, revealing how the development of society and natural disasters can affect the land. Furthermore,
it will hopefully not only provide readers with completely new ideas, but also make them think deeply, and arouse
their respect for history and awe of nature—and especially remind them of the responsibility we all have for
protecting the environment for future generations.

To write this book, the 60 year-old author, Prof. Yin Kaipu, overcame many difficulties to obtain funding, and
then traveled to Hubei and Chongging four times. He also made more than ten trips through the high mountains
and western plateaus of Sichuan. After the Wenchuan Earthquake in 2008 in Sichuan, he went to the epicenter and
heavily affected areas of the earthquake many times to take photos to compare the environmental changes before
and after the earthquake. After 6 years of hard work, searching for the same sites that Wilson visited, and taking
new photos of these, Yin now has an image database that will be historically valuable for later generations. When
people ask him what has made him determined to prepare and complete this huge work, he simply replies, “My
responsibility and interest.”

In 1960, Yin Kaipu graduated from the Sichuan School of Science and Technology, Chinese Academy of
Sciences (CAS) and then started to work in the Chengdu Institute of Biology, CAS. At the beginning, he worked
as an apprentice for plant collecting, and did some basic botanical work, such as mounting specimens and drawing
plants. Later on, led by the renowned (and now deceased) ecologist, Prof. Liu Zhaoguang, Yin learned how to
describe plant community quadrants. He also began to take part in the research of plant resources development,
ecological analysis, and biodiversity protection in western China. He was formerly the deputy director of the
Ecological Center of Chengdu Institute of Biology, CAS. Today, he is a highly regarded ecologist with influence
both at home and abroad.

Although Yin Kaipu is not a professionally trained plant ecologist, he has long followed the instruction of
China’s well-known ecologist, Prof. Hou Xueyu: “Nature is an endless and valuable book.” To read that book, Yin
has insisted on doing fieldwork, and has thus learned a great deal directly from nature over the past 50 years. In
August 1978, his report on the need to establish nature reserves in Sichuan received great attention from the leaders
of China’s central government and played an important role in protection of the Jiuzhaigou. Today, when we
enjoy the beauty of this fairyland, we should not forget his efforts in appealing for its protection. In October of the

same year, he submitted his “Investigation report on the problems and consequences caused by the development




and utilization of the forest resources in Sichuan”. His was the first report to point out the ecological crisis that
was happening because of the over-cutting of Sichuan’s forests. The report attracted great attention in different
government and social circles, and was important in the readjustment of forestry policies of China. He twice won
the title of the National Advanced Person of Natural Conservation in China. After the Wenchuan Earthquake
occurred in Sichuan in 2008, he submitted other suggestions to the Central Government of China such as “The
restoration and protection of the habitats of giant panda should be given great attention after the earthquake”,
which received written attention from state leaders of China. His suggestions and proposals greatly promoted
and enhanced the development of the national economy, and helped protect the ecological environment; they also
reflected the strong social responsibility of the author as an ecologist.

Yin Kaipu has inherited many traits of the older ecologists, such as diversified interests and a wide range of
knowledge. Since the 1970s, he has combined plant ecology research with social science. In China, he is considered
the first ecologist to have successfully combined projects involving the development of plant resources, land-
use planning, and tourism. This book, Tracing One Hundred Years of Change, can be considered one of his major
achievements from this combined research.

While looking to the future, we should keep in mind what we have inherited from the past, from history.
When reading this book, we should have a certain kind of feeling or emotion: Only when a scientist combines
his social responsibility with his personal interests without seeking fame, can he be fully focused and devoted to

achieve his desired outcome from years of passionate research.

I am pleased and honored to write a preface for this book.

Prof. Hong Deyuan
Chairman of the Botanical Society of China
Academician of the Chinese Academy of Sciences

June, 2009
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Preface

When E. H. Wilson first set foot in China, in 1899, he was 23 years old. A keen and well-trained gardener,
he obtained a post Chinese collector at the nurseryman James Veitch & Sons, he remained in the country for nearly
three years, exhibiting his tireless nature and a zeal that made him one of the best-respected plant collectors of all
time. Over the course of the next 12 years he engaged in three more expeditions, bringing back to horticulture in the
west a spectacular array of plant species, including Davidia, Meconopsis integrifolia, Lilium regale, Acer griseum,
Actinidia chinensis (“kiwi fruit”), Clematis armandii, and hundreds of other well known Chinese plants. After his
second expedition, he was employed by the Arnold Arboretum of Harvard University, for which he engaged in
further expeditions in Asia and elsewhere through 1919.

Because the rich array of plants that were cultivated in the gardens of China had mostly reached western
gardens during the course of the 19th century, it was widely assumed before Wilson’s expeditions that there was
little more to be found. How wrong those who held that position proved to be! The numerous specimens collected
by Augustine Henry from 1881 to 1900 began to reveal the botanical riches of the mountains of interior southern
China, and a great many of the plants Henry discovered were later introduced to horticulture by Wilson. A number
of other collectors during the first half of the 20th century enriched gardens still further and embellished the
position of China as the richest area botanically in the whole northern hemisphere.

Aside from his great and intrepid work in bringing back wild plants from China for horticulture, Wilson is
especially noted for his wonderful series of photographs that illustrate nature and human life in areas that he loved
deeply, and where he formed many close associations with people in the different communities where he lived
during the course of his expeditions. These images are skillfully paired in the present volume with photographs
taken a century later in the same places by Yin Kaipu. Comparisons between the old and contemporary images tell
us a great deal about changes in the vegetation and the lives of the people in the regions where Wilson traveled. Yin
Kaipu has tirelessly traced Wilson’s routes and located the sites of many of his photographs, replicating them from
the same vantage points as they appear now. He also located descendants of many of the people with whom Wilson
worked and interviewed them about their lives today. In doing so, he has given us a invaluable comparison between
an older China that has partly vanished but which partly remains now, a wonderful record of change and stability in
some remote and often incredibly beautiful regions. We are much in his debt for producing this extraordinary book,

which will be studied with the greatest interest by all those who share an interest in people and nature in China.

@&tp. N@mﬁ-—-_

Prof. Peter H. Raven

President of the Missouri Botanical Garden

U. S. National Academy of Sciences

Foreign Member of the Chinese Academy of Sciences
August, 2009
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