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Chapter One' " Architecture
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Great Wall (Beijing Section)
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Gubeikou Great Wall—Jinshanling Great Wall—Simatai Great Wall—Mutianyu
Great Wall—/uyongguan Pass—Badaling Great Wall
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The section of the Great Wall in Beijing was primarily built in the Ming Dynasty
(1368 —1644) in 1540. The soundly-preserved wall is 628 kilometers long with 827
watch towers, 71 passes and eight barracks. It was constructed mainly with long
rectangular stone cores and surfaced with bricks, with the interstices filled with

mortar.
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Gubeikou Great Wall

Gubeikou Great Wall, located in the high and precipitous mountains in the north
of Miyun County, Beijing, is a key fortified pass of the Great Wall. Two gate passes
were constructed in the original section of the Great Wall built in 555, one of which is
the only strategic pass of the Great Wall.
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Jinshanling Great Wall
Jinshanling Great Wall spans 10. 5 kilometers from Wangjinglou in the east to

Longyukou in the west.. Along this section of the Great Wall are five passes and 100
watchtowers of various types—square-shaped, circular-shaped as well as flat-roofed ,
arch-roofed, boat-roofed, quadrangular pyramid-roofed and octagonal caisson-roofed.
Jinshanling is a rare case with the Great Wall in terms of the denseness of the

watchtowers.
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Siinatai Great Wall

Simatai Great Wall, located 120 kilometers northeast of Beijing, is a strategic
pass in the eastern part of Gubeikou section of the Great Wall. This section is over
three kilometers long and has eighteen hollow watchtowers with different numbers of
windows. The walls vary in height and size and are densely covered with lookout

holes and-embrasures, vents, water passage holes and passages for rolling battle logs
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and rocks.
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Mutianyu Great Wall
Mutianyu Great Wall, located in Huairou District, was reinforced and expanded
in the Ming Dynasty (1368 - 1644 ). Ramparts and watchtowers of different sizes but
with regular spacing were mostly built along cliffs and crags. There are three walls

converging at a 603. 3-meter high mountain top.
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Juyongguan Pass

The Juyongguan Pass of the Great wall is located 50 kilometers northwest of
Beijing City. This pass is one of the three greatest passes of the Great wall. It was a
very important strategic pass, defending the ancient Beijing City. The present pass,
over seventeen kilometers long, was initially built in the early Ming Dynasty (1368 -
1644). There are twenty narrow mountain passes along the Juyongguan section. In
the middle of the Pass is a rectangle-shaped white marble platform completed in 1345,
which was originally a base of three white stupas. Around the top of the platform are
lookout holes and stone railings of the Yuarn Dynasty (1271 - 1368). On the stone
wall inside its arched gates were the Four Heavenly Guardians and sutra engraved in
Sanskrit, Tibetan, Mongolian, Uigur, Xixia and Chinese languages.
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Badaling Great Wall
Badaling Great Wall, an important passageway to the north of the Juyongguan

Pass, is a well-preserved section of the Great Wall built in the Ming Dynasty (1368 —
1644). Along this section of the winding Great Wall are seven narrow mountain
passes, twenty-four hollow watch towers and two brick-stone pass gates built in 1505.
The Wall is 7. 8 meters high, 6. 5 meters wide at the base and six meters wide at the
top. At regular intervals there are arched doors in the inner side of the Wall and stone
ladders leading to the tops of the wall. The battlements are covered with lookout holes
and embrasures.
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Buildings on the Central Axis
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Zhengyangmen Gate—Tiananmen Gate—Duanmen Gate ( Righteous Gate ) —
Forbidden City—Jingshan Hill—Shouhuang Hall ( Hall of Imperial Longevity )—
Wanning Bridge ( Bridge of Universal Tranquility ) —Drum Tower—Bell Tower
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Buildings on the north to south axis,
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stretching 7. 8 kilometers long from Yongdingmen Gate to the Bell and the Drum
Towers, constitute the heart of the ancient City of Beijing. The main architectures
were systematically arranged in relation to this central axis, with the lesser buildings
and courts symmetrically built on both sides of the line. Its size and grandeur are a
rare case in world urban architectural history.
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Zhengyangmen Gate

Zhengyangmen Gate, commonly known as Qianmen ( Front Gate) , was built in
1419. Located at the center of the south of Imperial City of Beijing, Zhengyangmen
Gate, the main entrance to the Inner City, consists of a battlement and a gate tower.
The 38-meter high double-eaved battlement has a gabled, hipped roof, covered with
gray rounded roof tiles and embellished with green-glazed decorative animal figures
along the ridges. The platform of the gate tower has a tunnel gate for the emperor
only. The seven-by-three bay gate tower has three-tiered eaves and a gabled, hipped
roof, covered with gray rounded roof tiles and embellished with green-glazed
decorative animal figures along the ridges. The vermillion girders and columns were

painted with colored patterns.
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Tiananmen Gate

Tiananmen Gate, built in 1420, is the main entrance to the imperial city of
Beijing in the Ming and Qing Dynasties (1368 — 1911 ). The structure itself is a 34. 7-
meter high, nine-by-five bay gate consisting of a gate tower and a platform. The
platform is over ten meters high, with five gateways. The double-eaved gate tower
has a gabled, hipped roof, covered with yellow glazed tiles, the highest level of the
Chinese multi-eaved, gable and hip-roofed architecture. A pair of ornamental pillars
stands in front as well as in back of Tiananmen Gate. It is by way of this Gate that the
Emperor went to offer sacrifices or went out for a battle or a tour of inspection. The
ceremony of issuing imperial orders was held here on the grand occasions of

enthronements and imperial weddings.
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Duanmen Gate (Righteous Gate)

Duanmen Gate ( Righteous Gate ), built in 1420, located between Tiananmen
and the Meridian Gate, consists of a base, a platform and an audience hall. The
narrow-waisted, square-shaped base is a white marble “sumeru” ( originated from
Mount Sumeru, the Buddhist center of the world, metaphorically implying solidity
and dignity) base, 1.59 meters high, and is surrounded by white marble parapets
carved with lotus and vase patterns. Built with big city wall bricks, the solid platform
has five symmetrical arched gateways, the middle of which is the biggest in size and
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built on the central axis. The double-eaved audience hall has a gabled, hipped roof
with yellow glazed tiles. On the main ridge and the sloping ridges stand ten dragon-
designed ornamental pieces, three meters high, two meters wide. The hall is a nine-
by-five bay ( an area specially allocated or marked off) structure with 36 red-
lacquered Nanmu ( a large, slow growing tree of the evergreen laurel family that
develops with a long straight trunk) wood columns and 36 gateways and windows.
Beneath the eaves are colored corbel brackets, below which are the horizontal tablets
and purlines decorated with colored drawings with a golden dragon motif.
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Beijing Imperial Palaces

The Imperial Palaces, also known as the Forbidden City ( now the Palace
Museum ) , were the Imperial Palaces of the Ming and Qing Dynasties (1368 —1911)
in Beijing. The Palaces are the world’s largest and well-preserved ancient timber-

structured palace complex. Completed in 1420, the Imperial Palaces occupy a total
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area of 72 hectares. The Imperial Compound embraces 960 meters from north to south
and 760 meters from east to west. Sixteen hectares were used to construct over
nineteen courtyards, 980 buildings, and 8,704 bays. The Imperial Palaces are
surrounded by a ten-meter high, 3, 400-meter long wall, and a 52-metre wide, 4. 1-
metre deep, 3,300-metre long moat. At each corner of the palatial wall stands a
27. 05-metre high multi-ridged tower. The charm of the complex lies in the grouping
of halls and pavilions, courtyards, galleries and their relation to the enclosed
galleries, as well as the richness of the painted decorations, and the sweeping expanse
of tiled roof, which imposes a restful serenity over the most intricate and colorful
detail. The Imperial Palaces, with their golden roofs, white marble balustrades, and
red pillars stand in the heart of Beijing and are surrounded by a moat and walls with a
tower on each of the four corners. The complex is in strict symmetrical arrangement
along the central axis in conformity with the traditional rituals manifesting imperial
dignity and authority.

Facing the south, the Forbidden City was built at the centre of the ancient walled
city of Beijing on the central north-south axis of the old city. The symmetrical layout
of the city of the central north-south axis is quite striking. The principal halls are
arranged on the axis with their courtyards behind one another, building up to a
ceremonial climax and dying away to lesser courts and buildings beyond it. In front of
the palaces, the Temple of the Imperial Ancestors on the east side of the axis is
balanced by the Altar of Earth and Harvests on the west. The layout of the Imperial
Palaces follows the principles of capital-planning prescribed in Zhouli [ one of four
extant collections of ritual matters of the Zhou Dynasty (C1100BC -221BC) ] ; the
outer court in the front of the Palace, the inner court in the back, the imperial
ancestral temple on the left, the state alter on the right. The Imperial Palaces consist
of outer throne halls and an inner court, separated into two parts by the Heavenly
Purity Gate; the Front Court ( Outer Court) in the south and the Back Court ( Inner
Court) in the north. At the centre of the Outer Court are three main halls for imperial
audiences and grand ceremonies ; the Hall of Supreme Harmony, the Hall of Complete
Harmony and the Hall of Preserving Harmony, and on the sides of these halls are such
comparatively minor buildings as the Hall of Literary Glory, the Pavilion of Literary
Profundity and the Hall of Military Eminence. The Inner Court, the residence for the
emperors and their families, centers on another set of three halls; the Palace of
Heavenly Purity, the Hall of Union and the Palace of Earthly Tranquility. On either
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