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Oral Communication (15 minutes, 10 points)

Section A

Directions: In this section there are two incomplete dialogues and each dialogue has
three blanks and three choices A, B and C, taken from the dialogue. Fill in each of the

blanks with one of the choices to complete the dialogue and mark your answer on the AN-

SWER SHEET.
Dialogue One

A. our production will be based on the demand
B. That’s what worries me these days

C. It seems that we can only find out the reason from consumers’ preference

Joe: Hi, John, have you found that our sales volume of detergent has dropped a lot in the
recent three months?

John. Yeah. (1) . Anything wrong with our product?

Joe: In my opinion, our detergent is of good quality. (2)

John: ‘Sounds reasonable. We should listen to our customers.

Joe. 1 agree with you. We are planning to conduct a marketing survey in order to make out
why consumers accept or refuse our detergent. Then we can plan the marketing poli-
cy. That's to say, (3)

John: Great. Try to get consumers’ opinion about the price of our detergent as well as

their preference for the smell.

Joe. OK., we will pay more attention to that.
Dialogue Two

A. The company should put a premium on you in the form of bonus
B. You really did a good job

C. I couldn’t have got the achievement
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John, your project made much profit for the company. (4)
You flatter me. If not having the support from our work team (5)
Did they help you a lot?

Yes. We are efficient because of cooperation.

. Done well. (6)

Thank you very much for saying so.

Section B

Directions: In this section there is one incomplete interview which has four blanks and

four choices Ay By Cand D, taken from the interview. Fill in each of the blanks with one

of the choices to complete the interview and mark your answer on the ANSWER SHEET.

=

=

=

A. Based on the survey report, they will lodge a claim for compensation
B. if you have a good command of both written and spoken English
C. I worked with the Pacific Surveyor Company as claim officer

D. T would suggest them to refer the case to their shipper

: Did you work in a similar position before?

: Yes. | have been with ABC Insurance Company for four years, and before that, (7)

: Could you tell me the usual procedures to handle such a case?

Yes, on the shipper’'s side, when the cargos arrives, all relevant documents will be
forwarded to the consignee. Among other things, this party has to check carefully the
content of the packing list and weight list. When cargos are found to be damaged of
short landed. this party has to call for a joint survey by representatives of the shipping

company and the insurance agent. (8)

. If you act our representative what would you do to safeguard our interest?

. I think, first of all, I would ask the consignee to produce survey report on loading, if

they can’t produce that (9) . Meanwhile, bad weather could be a good excuse

to refuse the responsibility.

: Are you able to operate the telex?

: Yes, I used to dispatch telex to shippers and the consignee to inform them of changes of

our schedule and other information.

: Now can you tell me (10)

: When I was at college, 1 passed Band Six of College English Test. All the foreign busi-

ness men I've dealt with say my English is quite good.

. If you are selected for this position, you must prepare to travel overseas frequently.

: No problem, I love it. Thank you for granting me the interview.
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@D Vocabulary (10 minutes, 10 points)

Directions: In this part there are ten sentences, each with one word or phrase under-
lined. Choose the one from the four choices marked A, B, C and D that best keeps the
meaning of the sentence. Mark your answer on the ANSWER SHEET.

11. The animals would charge no matter how badly wounded, and in their death strug-
gles, bellowing and rolling from side to side, they seemed to refuse to die.
A. gasping B. choking C. howling D. puffing

12. Almost everyone has experienced the joy of sports. Nevertheless, thoughtful observers
will continue to reflect on the pros and cons of the modern drive to rationalize sports in
a quest for the ultimate possible athletic performance.
A. debate B. stipulate C. signify D. ponder

13. In most South American countries rail transport is plagued by operational problems as
well as by obsolete equipment.
A. deficient B. outdated C. inferior D. imperfect

14. The racial interpretation of history and the fascist contempt for democracy lured Ger-
many into war against Communist and democracy.
A. tempted B. imposed C. constrained D. engaged

15. Some forgeries are intended to confound or ridicule the expels; others are intended to
imitate an artist or genre.
A. scorn B. perplex C. appraise D. irritate

16. In William Shakespeare’s King Lear, as the extent of Lear’s folly becomes even clea-
rer, he rages at his impotence and goes mad.
A. inability B. dilemma C. insecurity D. stupidity

17. The contrast of the gray, cheerless, and shabby cities and towns of the former eastern
Germany with the picture-postcard luster of the western sector was an eloquent testi-
mony to the divergences that had to be overcome.,
A. barrier B. restraint C. hazard D. evidence

18. Tt was the responsibility of government to provide instruction so that the talented
would be able to enter government service and thus perpetuate the moral and ethical
foundation of society.
A. stabilize B. launch C. maintain D. reinforce

19. Relentless rains triggered heavy flooding in nine provinces, where 68 persons were
killed. The government pledged relief funds of $ 2.8 million to assuage the calamitous
damage.

A. disastrous 3. ruthless C. persistent D. tragic
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20. The rationale for the government’s involvement in each mode of transportation is that a
strong transportation system 1s necessary for developing the nation’s economy or for its
defense.

A. conviction B. principle C. premise D. medium

¢80} Reading Comprehension (45 minutes, 25 points)

Directions: In this section. there are four passages followed by questions or unfin-

ished statements, each with four suggested answers A, B, C and D. Choose the best an-
swer and mark your answer on the ANSWER SHEET.

Passage One

The fridge 1s considered a necessity. It has been so since the 1960s when packaged food
first appeared with the label; *store in the refrigerator.”

In my fridgeless fifties childhood, 1 was fed well and healthily. The milkman came dai-
ly, the grocer, the butcher, the baker, and the ice-cream man delivered two or three
times a week. The Sunday meat would last until Wednesday and surplus bread and milk be-
came all kinds of cakes. Nothing was wasted, and we were never troubled by rotten
food. Thirty years on food deliveries have ceased, fresh vegetables are almost unobtainable
in the country.

The invention of the fridge contributed comparatively little to the art of food preserva-
tion. A vast way of well-tried techniques already existed—natural cooling, drying, smok-
ing salting, sugaring, bottling...

What refrigeration did promote was marketing—marketing hardware and electricity.
marketing soft drinks, marketing dead bodies of animals around the globe in search of a
good price.

Consequently, most of the world’s fridges are to be found, not in the tropics where
they might prove useful, but in the wealthy countries with mild temperatures where they
are climatically almost unnecessary. Every winter, millions of fridges hum away continu-
ously, and at vast expense, busily maintaining an artificially-cooled space inside an artifi-
cially-heated house—while outside, nature provides the desired temperature free of charge.

The fridge’s effect upon the environment has been evident, while its contribution to
human happiness has been insignificant. If you don't believe me, try it yourself, invest in
a food cabinet and turn off your fridge next winter. You may miss the hamburgers, but at

least you'll get rid of that terrible hum.

21. The statement “In my fridgeless fifties childhood. I was fed well and healthily. ”
( Line 1, Para. 2) suggests that

« 4
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A. the author was well-fed and healthy even without a fridge in his fifties
B. the author was not accustomed to use fridges even in his fifties
C. there was no fridge in the author’s home in the 1950s
D. the fridge was in its early stage of development in the 1950s
22. Why does the author say that nothing was wasted before the invention of fridges?
A. People would not buy more food than was necessary.
B. Food was delivered to people two or three times a week.
C. Food was sold fresh and did not get rotten easily.
D. People had effective ways to preserve their food.
23. Who benefited the least from fridges according to the author?

A. Inventors. B. Consumers, C. Manufacturers. D. Travelling salesmen.
Passage Two

The human brain contains 10 thousand million cells and each of these may have a thou-
sand connections. Such enormous numbers used to discourage us and cause us to dismiss
the possibility of making a machine with humanlike ability, but now that we have grown
used to moving forward at such a pace we can be less sure. Quite soon, in only 10 or 20
vears perhaps, we will be able to assemble a machine as complex as the human brain, and
if we can we will. It may then take us a long time to render it intelligent by loading in the
right software (#{4) or by altering the architecture but that too will happen.

I think it certain that in decades, not centuries, machines of silicon (ff) will arise
first to rival and then exceed their human ancestors. Once they exceed us they will be capa-
ble of their own design. In a real sense they will be able to reproduce themselves. Silicon
will have ended carbon’s long control. And we will no longer be able to claim ourselves to
be the finest intelligence in the known universe.

As the intelligence of robots increases to match that of humans and as their cost de-
clines through economies of scale we may use them to expand our frontiers, first on earth
through their ability to withstand environments, harmful to ourselves. Thus, deserts may
bloom and the ocean beds be mined. Further ahead, by a combination of the great wealth
this new age will bring and the technology it will provide, the construction of a vast, man-

created world in space, home to thousands or millions of people, will be within our power,

24. In what way can we make a machine intelligent?
A. By making it work in such environments as deserts, oceans or space.
B. By working hard for 10 or 20 years.
C. By either properly programming it or changing its structure.
D. By reproducing it.
25. What does the writer think about machines with human-like ability?

A. He believes they will be useful to human beings.
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B. He believes that they will control us in the future.
C. He is not quite sure in what way they may influence us.

D. He doesn’t consider the construction of such machines possible.

26. The word “carbon” ( Line 4, Para.2) stands for 7,
A. intelligent robots B. a chemical element
C. an organic substance D. human beings

27. A robot can be used to expand our frontiers when
A. its intelligence and cost are beyond question
B. it is able to bear the rough environment
C. it is made as complex as the human brain
D. its architecture is different from that of the present ones
28. It can be inferred from the passage that
A. after the installation of a great number of cells and connections, robots will be ca-
pable of self-reproduction
B. with the rapid development of technology, people have come to realize the possibili-
ty of making a machine with human-like ability
C. once we make a machine as complex as the human brain, it will possess intelligence

D. robots will have control of the vast, man-made world in space
Passage Three

After the violent earthquake that shook Los Angeles in 1994, earthquake scientists
had good news to report. The damage and death toll could have been much worse.

More than 60 people died in this earthquake. By comparison, an earthquake of similar
intensity that shook America in 1988 claimed 25,000 victims.

Injuries and deaths were relatively less in LLos Angeles because the quake occurred at
4:31 a. m. on a holiday, when traffic was light on the city’s highways. In addition, chan-
ges made to the construction codes in Los Angeles during the last 20 years have strength-
ened the city’s buildings and highways, making them more resistant to quakes.

Despite the good news, civil engineers aren’t resting on their successes. Pinned to
their drawing boards are blueprints for improved quake-resistant buildings. The new de-
signs should offer even greater security to cities where earthquakes often take place.

In the past, making structures quake-resistant meant firm yet flexible materials, such
as steel and wood, that bend without breaking. Later, people tried to lift a building off its
foundation, and insert rubber and steel between the building and its foundation to reduce
the impact of ground vibrations. The most recent designs give buildings brains as well as
concrete and steel supports, called smart buildings, the structures respond like living or-
ganisms to an earthquake’s vibrations. When the ground shakes and the building tips for-
ward, the computer would force the building to shift in the opposite direction.

The new smart structures could be very expensive to build. However, they would save

« 6 -
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many lives and would be less likely to be damaged during earthquakes.

49

30.

31.

34.

One reason why the loss of lives in the Los Angeles earthquake was comparatively low
is that

A. new computers had been installed in the buildings

B. it occurred in the residential areas rather than on the highways

C. large numbers of Los Angeles residents had gone for a holiday

D. improvements had been made in the construction of buildings and highways
The function of the computer mentioned in the passage is to

A. counterbalance an earthquake’s action on the building

B. predict the coming of an earthquake with accuracy

C. help strengthen the foundation of the building

D. measure the impact of an earthquake's vibrations

The smart buildings discussed in the passage

A. would cause serious financial problems

B. would be worthwhile though costly

C. would increase the complexity of architectural design

D. can reduce the ground vibrations caused by earthquakes

. It can be inferred from the passage that in minimizing the damage caused by earth-

quakes attention should be focused on

A. the increasing use of rubber and steel in capital construction
B. the development of flexible building materials

C. the reduction of the impact of ground vibrations

D. early forecasts of earthquakes

. The author’s main purpose in writing the passage is to

A. compare the consequences of the earthquakes that occurred in the U. S.

B. encourage civil engineers to make more extensive use of computers

C. outline the history of the development of quake-resistant building materials
D. report new developments in constructing quake-resistant building

People began to add rubber and steel between the building and its base so as to

A. make the building flexible B. make the building firm
C. decrease the effects of the vibration  D. avoid the earthquake

Passage Four

Even plants can run a fever, especially when they're under attack by insects or dis-

case. But unlike humans, plants can have their temperature taken from 3,000 feet away—

straight up. A decade ago, adapting the infrared scanning technology developed for military

purposes and other satellites, physicist Stephen Paley came up with a quick way to take

« 75
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the temperature of crops to determine which ones are under stress. The goal was to let
farmers precisely target pesticide (R HL7fl|) spraying rather than rain poison on a whole
field, which invariably includes plants that don’t have pest (F H1) problems.

Even better, Paley’s Remote Scanning Services Company could detect crop problems
before they became visible to the eye. Mounted on a plane flown at 3,000 feet at night, an
infrared scanner measured the heat emitted by crops. The data were transformed into a
color-coded map showing where plants were running “fevers”. Farmers could then spot-
spray, using 40 to 70 percent less pesticide than they otherwise would.

The bad news 1s that Paley’'s company closed down in 1984, after only three
years. Farmers resisted the new technology and long-term backers were hard to find. But
with the renewed concern about pesticides on produce, and refinements in infrared scanning,
Paley hopes to get back into operation. Agriculture experts have no doubt the technology
works. “ This technique can be used on 75 percent of agricultural land in the United
States.” says George Other of Texas A& M. Ray Jackson, who recently retired from the
Department of Agriculture, thinks remote infrared crop scanning could be adopted by the
end of the decade. But only if Paley finds the financial backing which he failed to obtain 10

years ago.

35. Plants will emit an increased amount of heat when they are
A. sprayed with pesticides B. facing an infrared scanner
C. in poor physical condition D. exposed to excessive sun rays

36. In order to apply pesticide spraying precisely, we can use infrared scanning to

A. estimate the damage to the crops
B. measure the size of the affected area
C. draw a color-coded map
D. locate the problem area
37. Farmers can save a considerable amount of pesticide by
A. resorting to spot-spraying B. consulting infrared scanning experts
C. transforming poisoned rain D. detecting crop problems at an early stage
38. The application of infrared scanning technology to agriculture met with some difficul-
ties such as
A. the lack of official support B. its high cost
C. the lack of finance D. its failure to help increase production
39. Infrared scanning technology may be brought back into operation because of
A. the desire of farmers to improve the quality of their produce
B. the growing concern about the excessive use of pesticides on crops
C. the forceful promotion by the Department of Agriculture

D. the full support from agricultural experts



