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Taiwanese Folk Art @)
Craftwork and Culture

Abstract

olk Art, as one of the volumes in the series of The Prominent Categories of Taiwanese Art, documents twelve

Taiwanese folk artists under the presumption of "regarding Taiwanese traditional folk art as the predecessor

of cultural and art asset." This volume records their lives, artistic skills and styles as well as analyzes their
art works. The "Kao Kueng Ch" ("Artificers' Record") of Chou Li (The Decorum of Chou Dynasty) states that "Heaven
has its timing, earth has its ideal environment, material has its beauty; and skill has its dexterity." Through this book,
the author hopes to promote Taiwanese folk art in Taiwan and the international art world as well as to provide an
evaluation and appreciation model for those who are interested in the research of this field.

There are many Taiwanese folk artists that are worthy of our respect. This book introduces the following mas-
ters: Chen Wan-neng, who is famous for making tin ware; Lin Lieh-chi, who once made the world's biggest copper
gong; Chen Yuan-fang, who is known for making knife and sword: Lin Meng-chen, who is famous for making silver
helmet; and four Koji Ceramic artists, Kao Chih-ming, Lin Kuang-yi, Yeh Hsing-yu, and Hsieh Tung-che, who is
famous for making Koji Ceramic wall; Lin Tien-fu and Lin Kuo-lung, both are famous for their Snake Kiln products; Yi
Jung-chang, who masters in making brick and tile; and Li Chun-hung, who is famous for his Tile Kiln Ware.

Their artistic creations have displayed the splendid content of Taiwanese culture and marvelous Taiwanese
artistic techniques. These folk masters usually went through the three years and four months of apprenticeship.
Afterwards, they devoted their entire lives to advance their skills and strive for perfection. Their art works show all
kinds of luck- hastening and evil-exorcising designs. They are very knowledgeable about the cultural contents of
different traditional symbols and icons. By skillfully incorporating these symbolic images with their art works, they
sufficiently represent Taiwanese people's common wishes for Luck, Prosperity, Wealth, Posterity, Longevity, and
Happiness. The different techniques they applied include composition practice, tailoring and silk-reeling, hammer-
ing. welding, carving and sculpting, building kiln and firing. coloring and painting, grinding and hollowing, embellish-
ing, lacquering and adorning, enameling and glazing, sewing and decorating, etc. A famous Chinese proverb states
that "Good tools are prerequisite to a successful execution of a job." For that reason, all of these folk masters have
designed various kinds of tools of their own. Their works often incorporated the images of various religious figures
of Taiwanese local beliefs such as the Heavenly Mother, Lu Pan the Craftsman's founder, The Stove Deity, Jesus
Christ, Lo Ming Deity, Lo Wen Deity, Lotus Leaf Master, the Kiln Deity, and Hsuan Tien God. As a result, their works
reveal the Taiwanese spirit of valuing decorum and justice.

The various types of cultural objects created by these masters have evolved from daily utensil to folk art.
People often enjoy looking at them so much that they find it hard to let go. Many people collect, preserve, study, or
present these artworks as valuable gifts. To survey the issue of "promotion of industry of culture and art asset in
terms of Taiwanese folk art" from this perspective, these traditional arts really deserve our care, support, admiration

and exaltation. Their potential is unimpeachable and its charm infinite.
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