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A FOSER L)

SEVENTEEN EXAMPLES OF CHANTING POETRY
IN THE CHANGCHOW DIALECT

YueN REN CHAO

The Changchow, Kiangsu, dialect is the dialect in which the present writer
first learned to read. Seventeen poems were chanted and recorded on tape
and then transcribed, together with the melodies, thus in order to separate as
far as feasible the functions of the informant and the linguist. It was found
that (1) the antique style of poems were chanted in a higher register of the
voice than the (more modern) metric style; (2) the antique style faster than
the metric, (3) the antique style rhythmically more regular than the metric;
(1) in both styles the rhythm was more irregular than in singing, especially in
entering-tone words, which usually occupied only half a beat; (5) from
evidences not found in these examples, there was less variation from dialect to
dialect in the metric style of chanting than in the antique style; (6) the antique
style was mostly in a major-like mode (Ionian, in the ecclesiatic sense) and the
metric style, although also mostly major-like, usually ended on the note mz,

¢iving it a Phrygian effect.
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