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Foreword

At the heart of every Expo there are a few individuals that are engaged in
every step of the process and that through their foresight, dedication and pas-
sion come to embody many of the values of the event. For Expo Shanghai
2010, Prof. Zhou Hammin is definitely one of them.,

Since the early days when the future 2010 Shanghai Expo was envisioned
and planned, Prof. Zhou Hammin has led and supported the design, the prep-
aration and the implementation of this outstanding event. All along I have
been very appreciative of his engagement which he carried out by fully grasp-
ing the significance of the World Expo both for his country and for the global
community. As a result, I always felt very confident that Prof. Zhou would
inject ideas and support the vision of Expo 2010 consistently with the event’s
mandate to foster education, progress and cooperation.

This memoir is not only the reflection of Prof. Zhou’s important contribu-
tion to Shanghai 2010, but also a testimony of a road that we have walked to-
gether over many years. It is a precious record of the involvement of an out-
standing contributor who has viewed his commitment to Expo as a means to
serve his country as well as an opportunity to learn new organizational and
leadership practices and to incorporate new ideas and methods in his own work
to make it more effective,

In this book, Prof. Zhou shares lessons and ideas that show how diverse
his contribution has been: it touches many facets of the Expo of which I wish
to highlight three important ones in terms of the overall impact of his work.
Since the very beginning he has played a key role in building and maintaining
outstanding relations with international participants; for many years he has ac-
tively and constructively contributed to the work of the BIE as the representa-
tive of China; last but not least as a leading spokesperson and thought leader
for Shanghai 2010 he has promoted the values and objectives of the Expo in his

country and around the world for over a decade now.



While relying on his contribution to the preparation of Expo, myself and
all of the BIE representatives have benefited from his guidance. Prof. Zhou
Hammin has often provided a bridge between our organization and his country
in order to facilitate a mutual understanding that has been one of the hallmarks
of our joint work, His inclusive and welcoming attitude has contributed to en-
hance the already existing mutually supportive environment which has enabled
one of the most productive cooperations between the BIE and an Expo.

Because of his enlightened presence in Expo 2010, I was hoping that
Prof. Zhou would prepare a record of his experience and contribution. I am in-
deed delighted for this memoir that further adds to the creation of the intellec-
tual legacy of Shanghai. This collection of speeches, interviews, papers and
reports demonstrate how Prof. Zhou’s committment embraced all aspects of
Expo 2010. I would like to stress in particular the commitment to the theme
“Better City, Better Life. ” I have personally witnessed how he has incorporat-
ed the input and lessons from the Expo and the participants into its thinking
and future work,

As we all continue to work on the development of the many aspects of the
legacy of Shanghai 2010, I would like to see this memoir as an important mile-
stone in this process and as an important lesson not only on the specific con-
tents but, more importantly, on how to work towards progress in “Better

City, Better Life” in a spirit of open dialogue and permanent learning.

Yot

Vicente Gonzalez Loscertales

Secretary General of the BIE
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