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MONGOLS OF THE 21¢* CENTURY

Dr. Robert A. Rupen”

Russia dominated Mongolia most of the Twentieth Century,
having forced out China. Many signs currently suggest that China
might reclaim its historic role as de facto ruler of Mongolia. In such
an interpretation, the present would be a transition, an interim period
in which effective sovereignty passed from Moscow to Beijing.

Many factors combine to reinforce judgment that Russia is out of
the game for a long time to come. China's role is developing very fast

and now constitutes the most important "Mongolian question.”

CHINA!

Spectacular and very rapid Chinese economic success in the
conditions of a population many times larger than that of Mongolia, a
common border of 2500 miles, and centuries of close economic and

political interaction, constitutes the dominant and defining factor in

* Emeritus Professor University of North Carolina

| Geopolitica Relations between Contemporary Mongolia and Neighboring Asian Countries Democracy,
Economy and Security Mongolian and Tibetan Affairs Commission, Taipei, 2003) : Alicia Campi, pp.
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