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Foreword

Yixian county, with a population of about 100,000 , is a
small county in the southern mountain area of Anhui
Province, where Xidi and Hongcun villages are situated.
Libai, the most famous poet in Tang Dynasty, ever ex-
pressed his love for them in his poem "Yixian County, a
small Arcadia, hides in the glowing clouds of hundreds
of miles. Plants there are full of spirits. People there
are advocates of ancient suit." The lines showed viv-
idly the unique features of the villages in the South of Anhui Province. The features
are made up of fresh natural beauty of rivers and mountains, and cultural beauty
of the old custom and the simple folk .

Xidi and Hongcun villages, as the representatives of old villages in the south of
Anhui province, had been known by the world long before they were listed the
World Natural and cultural Heritages. Located at the foot of Huangshan Mountain
full of tourists, Xidi and Hongcun villages are only 400 km away from Nanjing, and
less than 300 km away from Hangzhou, Backing onto Huangshan Mountain, hun-
dreds of old buildings of Ming and Qing Dynasties stand there quietly with clean
streams surrounding and flowing through them. The high Horse-head Walls there
seem to show their pride and arrogancy. The exfoliated lines left on the grayed
walls by the time impress people with stateliness and stillness. Stories are hidden
in the ancestral temples, college, arches and family trees there. In the houses,
those vivid brickcarvings, stonecarvings and woodcarvings can be found
everywhere, such as: arches over the gateway, patios, private gardens, lattice
windows, beams, folding screen and furniture, showing silently the delicate design
and fine handcraft.

The ancient buildings complex in Xidi and Hongcun villages are regarded as the
representatives of Huizhou-style Architecture. Over 440 old buildings are well
preserved. Grand layout ,unique structure and elaborate ornaments are all rare
throughout the world.

With their traditional fashions preserved well, the civilian housings in Xidi and
Hongcun villages were listed the World Natural and Cultural Heritages by the 24th
session of the World Natural and Cultural Heritage Committee of UNESCO in 1999.
It is the second time for the natural and cultural beanty spots in Huangshan City to
be listed , the only city owning two world heritages besides Beijing. Moreover, no
other civilian housing in the world had ever been listed before.
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Xidi Village is situated in the southeast of Yixian county ,Anhui Province,with the geographical coordinates: east
longitude 117° 38’ north latitude 30 ° 11" and an area of 12.96 hectares.

Xidi is surrounded by mountains with two streams flowing through the village from east and north and converging
at the Huiyuan Bridge in south. The village takes one longitudinal street and two roads along the streams as its
main structure, forming its street and lane system which mainly radiates to the east ,and stretches to the north
and south as well. All the streets and lanes are paved with the Yixian flagstones. The old buildings are wood-
made with brick walls enclosing them.The wood carving, stone carving as well as the brick carving are rich . The
lanes, streets and the buildings are arranged harmoniously.The village's spacial design is charming and inspiring.
The hue of the architecture is simple and elegant, All above show the outstanding ability and great achiements in
projecting the inhabitancy environment by the ancient people in the southern regions of Anhui Province. The
housings are of high value in history, art and science.

Xidi village is an ancient village where the entire families of the Hus gather with agnation as a tache .It originated
in 11th century A.D. and reached its prosperity during 14-19 th centuriy A.D .In early 20th century, the feudalistic
patriarchal clan system of, Xidi village tended to decline. Having not been seriously influenced by the wars and
riots historically, the primeval prototype of the village remains well and the reality and integrity reflecting the
historical development of the village are reserved sound all the time. The existing houses built in Ming and Qing
dynasty include 124 civil inhabitations and 3 ancestral temples which have been listed the key cultural relics
protection sites by Anhui Provincial government. In 1999 ,through inspections and evaluations by the experts,
Xidi Village was authorized by the state to apply for the world cultural heritage to UNESCO. On Nov.30th, 2000,
it was listed the World Cultural Heritage by UNESCO.
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Standing imposingly at the entrance of Xidi, the Jiaozhou Prefect arch, which is also called Xidi Arch, is the

symbolic architecture of Xidi. As a symbol of high position of the Hu family, it was Imperial-granted to Mr. Hu
Wenguang, the chief minister in Jinfan district in Ming dynasty. Using gray stones as its material, it was built in
the reign of Wanli,Ming dynasty(1578A.D.) . It is 12.7m high and 9.95m wide with three spans, four pillars and five
floors. The ingenious design and grand layout display the essence of Huizhou style arch building in Ming dynasty.
Itis a piece of classic work of both stone-carving and architecture.
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Hongcun Village is situated in the northeast of Yixian county, Anhui Province,with its geographic coordinates:
east longitude 117° 38%%o, north latitude 38° 11°, and an area of 19.91 hectares. It was first built in the reign of
Shaoxing, the Southern Song Dynasty(1131A.D.), about 800 years before. Backing onto the Yangzhan and Leigang
ridges connected with the Huangshan Mountain, it has a large elevation with colorful clouds glowing on the blue
sky, which makes the village appear to be a traditional Chinese painting, drawn sometimes with light lines,
sometimes with heavy thick-colored dots. Blending the natural scenery with the humanistic beauty , Hongcun is
commended as "a village in a traditional Chinese painting”. Particularly, the whole village is structured according
to the form of a buffalo, which is praised as a wonder in those world cultural heritages. The high and green
Leigang Mountain can be regarded as the head, while tall and erect trees as the horns and the east-to-west lying
residential buildings as the main body. The canal originating from a brook in the northeast of village winds its way
to each family and carry natural springs along all the way down to a crescent-shaped pond, like the buffalo's
intestines and stomach. The canal finally flows into a lake in the south, which is often taken as the tripe. The four
bridges over the brook are like legs of the buffalo. Year by year, a complete buffalo shape vividly come out before
you. The masterly and scientific design of the village drainage system can not only provide water for fire-fighting,
daily life and production, but also help regulate the temperature. A pleasant surrounding like "clean water is just
before each family" has been created.

South Lake in Hongcun

Mirroring the mountains ,scenery around and the sky over ,the lake is a part of the village's artifitial canal system,
which was created by the ancestors of the village for fireproof after they experienced big fire for two times. The
system can not only perfect the beauty but also provide conveniences for life, production ,temperature regulation,
air purification and environment beautification. A foreign expert on architecture ever commented that the canal
system in Hongcun village is a tap water system in ancient China.
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Hongcun Moonshine Pond. is a semimoon-shaped pond, often called Moon Pond, at the center of Hongcun
Village, surrounded with high and low residential housings of Ming and Qing Dynasty. The lake mirrors the gray
walls, the black tiles ,the blue sky,the bright moon and the people walking around,blending the clean water with

the serene village and the old buildings together, forming a clear, transparent, quiet village water scene as well as
a vivid picture of village life before your eyes
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Horse-head Walls. As the basic structure of the residential buildings in Xidi village, crossbeams or gable roof are

used in the roof part. Under it are gable walls and high cladding walls . The foundation of the walls is made up of
Yixian gray stones while the top of them usually take the form of stromatolite or convex arc. Topped with black
tiles, the wall looks like horse head at its top, hence the name. For safety, the windows in the walls are very small,
decorated with carved gray stones of floral or geometric patterns
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A down-headed stone lion in Xidi(stone carving)
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On the whole, the architectural features of Ming and Qing Dynasty are still preserved well in the hundreds of old
civilian buildings in Xidi, most of which are made of black marbles. The roads in the village are paved completely

with marbles.



