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-~ Collections of Globally Influential Speeches of American Presidents

Farewell Address of George
Washington

George Washington , commander-in-chief of the American armies
during the Revolution , and President of the Constitutional Convention of
1787, was unanimously elected the first President of the new nation ,
and then reelected in 1792. There is no doubt that he could have held
the office as long as he lived, for no man was more admired and
revered by the people. He concluded , however, that two terms were
enough , and on the occasion of his retivement from his second term
prepared this valedictory issued on September 17, 1796, to the
American people. Its advice and injunctions have influenced American
history more than Washington himself could have anticipated ; the
warnings against party strife and factionalism ; the warnings against
foreign influences or embroilments; the plea for morality and good
faith in all public affairs.

The period for a new election of a citizen to administer the
executive government of the United States being not far
distant, and the time actually arrived when your thoughts must
be employed in designating the person who is to be clothed with

that important trust; it appears to me proper, especially as it
may conduce to a more distinct expression of the public voice,
that I should now apprise you of the resolution I have formed,
to decline being considered among the number of those out of
whom a choice is to be made...
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The unity of government that constitutes you one people is
now dear to you. It is justly so, for it is a main pillar in the
edifice of your real independence, the support of your
tranquility at home, your peace abroad, of your safety, of your
prosperity, of that very liberty which you so highly prize. But
as it is easy to foresee that from different causes and from
different quarters much pains will be taken, many artifices
employed, to weaken in your minds the conviction of this
truth. As this is the point in your political fortress against
which the batteries of internal and external enemies will be
most constantly and actively (though often covertly and
insidiously) directed, it is of infinite moment that you should
properly estimate the immense value of your national union to
your collective and individual happiness; that you should
cherish a cordial, habitual, and immovable attachment to it;
accustoming yourselves to think and speak of it as of the
palladium of your political safety and prosperity; watching for
its preservation with jealous anxiety; discountenancing
whatever may suggest even a suspicion that it can in any. event
be abandoned, and indignantly frowning upon the first
dawning of every attempt to alienate any portion of our country
from the rest or to enfeeble the sacred ties which now link
together the various parts.

For this you have every inducement of sympathy and
interest. Citizens by birth or choice of a common country, that
country has a right to concentrate your affections. The name of
American, which belongs to you in your national capacity,
must always exalt the just pride of patriotism more than any
appellation derived from local discriminations. With slight
shades of difference, you have the same religion, manners,

habits, and political principles. You have in a common causing
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fought and triumphed together. The independence and liberty
you possess are the work of joint counsels and joint efforts, of
common dangers, sufferings, and successes...

While, then, every part of our country thus feels an
immediate and particular interest in wunion, all the parts
combined can not fail to find in the united mass of means and
efforts greaterstrength, greater resource, proportionably greater
security from external danger, a less frequent interruption of
their peace by foreign nations; and what is of inestimable
value, they must derive from union an exemption from those
broils and wars between themselves, which so frequently afflict
neighboring countries not tied together by the same
governments, which their own rivalships alone would be
sufficient to produce, but which opposite foreign alliances,
attachments, and intrigues would stimulate and embitter.
Hence, likewise, they will avoid the necessity of those
overgrown military establishments which, under any form of
government, are inauspicious to liberty, and which are to be
regarded as particularly hostile to republican liberty. In this
sense it is that your Union ought to be considered as a main prop
of your liberty, and that the love of the one ought to endear to
you the preservation of the other...

To the efficacy and permanency of your union, a
government for the whole is indispensable. No alliances,
however strict, between the parts can be an adequate substitute.

The basis of our political systems is the right of the people
to make and to alter their constitutions of government. But the
constitution which at any time exists till changed by an explicit
and authentic act of the whole people is sacredly obligatory
upon all. The very idea of the power and the right of the
people to establish government presupposes the duty of every
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