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The Lamination of Cultural
Space: A Theoretical
Investigation of Time in Space

Robert N. St. Clair
University of Louisville

Abstract:  Cultures change and the best way of comprehending this process is by
investigating the layers of knowledge, social practice, and material
artifacts that it deposits over time and space. Hence, the
relationship of time and space to culture is not a linear one but an
accumulation of layers of archeological space, sedimentations of
culture over time. This archeological approach to culture is
important because it allows historiographers of culture to better
understand cultural change. The framework of cultural space is a
model that brings the past and the present into a transformational
space known as the co-present. It is in this space that the past is
placed in a new configuration of the milieu of the present. In that
process, the past never dies; it is either redefined, modified,
revised, or even reinvented. What is important about this model is
that it argues that the present is embedded in the past. One
understands the present only because one knows the past. Similarly,
in order to understand the future, one must turn to the present.
Time, it is argued, is embedded in cultural space.

Key words: cultural space; time and space; transformational space

Introduction

Time and Space are always theoretically linked because space grows
and develops in time. In the model of linear time, this linkage is based on
the linear movement of time over space (St. Clair, 2006). What is
missing from this temporal linear model is how cultural space changes
over time. A resolution to this problem can be found in the insightful
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theories in the work of Foucault. In the Archeology of Knowledge
(Foucault, 1969), he presents cultural space as the sedimentation of
layers historical space over time. A modification of this metaphor can be
found in the sedimentation theory of time in space which envisions time as
the accumulation of social practices layered in cultural space. In other
words, it differs from the linear model of time in that it argues that time
is embedded in space: the present is embedded in the cultural past and the
future is embedded in the cultural present. What is important about this
framework of the sedimentation of time is that it accounts for many
contemporary cultural constructs such as globalization and modernization.
This investigation explains how cultural functions within several of the
contexts space: colonialism, cultural habitus ( Bourdeiu, 1977, 1984),
global expansions, modernization, social scripts (St. Clair, Thomé-
Williams, and Su, 2005), social structuration (Giddens, 1984) and mass
media culture as the new-social-reality (Mehan and Wood, 1975). In
essence, it claims that cultural change involves the retaining of some
cultural practices along with the modification, revision, and re-invention
of events in the co-present. Just as the present is embedded in the past,
the future is embedded in the present.

Linear Time Sedimentary Time

Time is based on movement over|Time is embedded into strata of previous

| space time. The present is embedded in the past;

the future is embedded in the present.

Space does not change; only time
changes. The present is separated
from the past and the future.

Both space and time change are evidenced
as vertical strata. The present emerges
from the reconstruction of the past.

There are four possible models of
linear time. In two of them, time
moves in space (the future approaches
the present); in the others people
move in space and time remains
immobile (one approaches the future).
The direction of time is horizontal
and linear.

The
present is embedded in the past; the future

Space is the container of time.

is embedded in the present. The direction
of time is vertical.




