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Foreword

Kashgar, a beautiful city in the utmost west of China,
attracts visitors from all over the world with its special
charms.

Starting from Urumgi, the capital city of Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region, by train or coach, tourists travel
southward across Tianshan Mountains, then along the
southern foot of it via Bayinguolen Mongolian Autonomous
Prefecture, Aksu Prefecture, Kezikesu Kirkiz Autonomous
Prefecture, covering 1400 kilometers, then the beautiful
Kashgar Oasis will at the sight. It takes only more than one
hour to cover this distance by airplane.

Several rivers, such as River Kashgar, River Yakand,
rushing down from the Pamirs and the Karakunlun
Mountains, nourish the green land. The scenery of luxurious
oasis with flowers in bloom everywhere forms a sharp
contrast against that of the vast Taklamakan Desert in the
east. Kashgar, a famous historical and cultural city, like a
bright gem, is embedded on the oasis.

Kashgar, so far and so mysterious, is a prosperous city.
It is not big in size, but well known in the world. Many
scholars and writers, Chinese or foreign, keep on looking
at Kashgar, write so much about it in the fields of history,
sociology, literature, while more and more people would
like to be here to have a look at with their own eyes, to
experience it and to feel what it is like. Then they would
believe what the old saying goes: it cannot be said that one
is in Xinjiang without visiting Kashgar.

Why Kashgar is so attractive lies in its long history and
unique position in the history, its strong and special ethnic
folk customs, and its vast and fantastic landscape. The
present Kashgar is where the ancient kingdom Shule was.



It was in this land that Banchao, a scholar of the Eastern
Han Dynasty, giving up his intellectual pursuit for a military
career, showed his great talents and won respect of the locals
then. In the Tang Dynasty, Shule was one of the four Anxi
strategic places. And in the 11th century, two great works,
" The Great Dictionary of the Turkic Language" and "The
Happiness and Wisdom" came out , which and whose
authors were closely linked with Kashgar. The ancient
Kashgar was known as a "bright pearl" on the Silk Road,
for, Kashgar lies in the joint-place of the Southern and
Northern Routes of the great Channel, and naturally, it was
an important juncture for the political, economic and cultural
exchanges between ancient China and the west at that time.
The history offered so much heritage as well as so many
cultural relics and ancient sites for the city and the land
where it is.

The modern Kashgar takes on a new look every day
with its flourishing economy and changing colouful
cultures. Kashgar Prefecture has 1 city, 11 counties under
it, where many nationalities live. The statistics of 1999 show
that the population of the Prefecture in that year was 334.15
million, of which 299.75 million were of minority
nationalities. The city population of the year was 31.89, of
which 22.8 were minority nationalities. The Uygur
community is the largest in population of the area. To those
who want to learn about the Uygur people, Kashgar is the
most ideal place.

Kashgar warmly welcomes visitors from other parts of
the world, and it is in Kashgar that one can see the varieties
of the local folk customs.
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Kashgar is rich in its tourist resources
and of all of them, the unique natural
scenery, historical and cultural relics and
folk customs are the most attractive.

In Kashgar, one can see the beautiful
Kashgar Oasis, the magnificent Pamirs, the

"Father of Ice-covered Mountains" -
TR 2 K=z Peak Muztag-ata, the Highland lake -Kalakul
Lake. the Aoyitakh Forest. All these are the

> 27‘7 wonderful creations of the nature and they

jjﬁ v‘i? /,? j i have been attracting numerous people since

The Tourist Resources
of Kashgar

B ARG St ik BRI AU A%
b X f5 A T o 1

75 W (I A0 SR« A 1R b ke
IRER . UK Z AT ks . R
JI R A BRI S R AR S
R, #PAE K HARMA O AIE, W 1E
Ak, IANBIEE, & Ao,

IR OR . DR AR, pRES . R
PRyt s, PR, HorhgsE
ﬁ%m~xﬁ%%Mﬁ#‘MM%&m
BeZe. EFRET - "ol - Wl s, Dok

HARY Expectation




very ancient times.

In this vast land there are sites of ancient
fortresses, posts, rock caves, Buddhist
pagodas, mosques, and tombs everywhere.
The best known of them are:Id Kah Mosque,
Akpa-khoja Tomb Compound, Yusup-Has
Hajip Tomb, Mahmud Kashgaria Tomb, the
Mor Buddhist Pagoda, Sanxiandong Cave
(Three Immortal Buddhist Cave), the Stone
City Ruins, which are the must for all
tourists.

Uygurs and Tajiks live respectively in
Kashgar Oasis and on the Pamirs.
Intelligent and good-looking, hospitable and
kind, they have built where they live into
prosperous homeland. When tourists come
to their homeland, they would offer the best
they have to entertain them, such as joyful
music, graceful dancing, special customs,
fine handicrafts, and varieties of local food.
In a word, tourists will enjoy their unique

and strong ethnic customs.
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This is the largest and most famous
Mosque in Xinjiang and it is located in the
heart of the city. The Mosque started to be
built in the mid fifteenth century, and has
gradually developed to the present size. Id
Kah Mosque, with about 16800 square

meters in area, consists of the Pray Hall,
the Koran Teaching Hall, the Corridor ,the %5/ & Inside the Mosque
Arches and other buildings attaching to it.
The Pray Hall of the Mosque can hold 4000
prayers. And the Arches are about 12 meters
high with two 18-meter high minarets on
the both sides. The minarets are colorfully
decorated with pretty patterns. The
buildings of Id Kah Mosque look
magnificent and solemn, and displays the
artistic styles of Islamic mosque
architectures. The Mosque is a State
Protected Cultural Relic.
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