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Knoledge and virtue
% John Henry Newman

Knowledge is one thing, virtue is another; good sense is
not conscience, refinement is not humility, nor is largeness and
justness of view faith. Philosophy, however enlightened,however
profound, gives no command over the passions, no influential
motives, no vivifying principles. Liberal Education makes not
the Christian, not the Catholic, but the gentleman. It is well to
be a gentleman, it is well to have a cultivated intellect, a
delicate taste, a candid, equitable, dispassionate mind, a ncble
and courteous bearing in the conduct of life — these are the
connatural qualities of a large knowledge; they are the objects of
a University;] am advocating, 1 knowledge; they are the objects
of a University;I am advocating, I shall illustrate and insist upon
them; but still, I repeat, they are no guarantee for sanctity or
even for conscientiousness, they may attach to the man of the
world, to the profligate, to the heartless, pleasant, alas, and
attractive as he shows when decked, out in them. Taken by

themselves, they do but seem to be what they are not; they look
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like virtue at a distance, but they are detected by close ob-—
servers, and on the long run; and hence it is that they are
popularly accused of pretense and hypocrisy,not, I repeat, from
their own fault, but because their professors and their admirers
persist in taking them for what they are not,and are officious in
arrogating for them a praise to which they have no claim.

Quarry the granite rock with razors,or moor the vessel with a

thread of silk. then may you hope with such keen and delicate
instruments as human knowledge and human reason to contend

against those giants , the passion and the pride of man.
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An Identity of One’ s Own

% Anonymous

In the eternal universe, every human being has a one—off
chance to live—his existence is unique and irretrievable. for the
mold with which he was made,as Rousseau said, was broken by
God immediately afterwards.

Fame, wealth and knowledge are merely worldly posses—
sions that are within the reach of anybody striving for them. But
your experience of and feelings about life are your own and not
to be shared. No one can live your life over again after your
death. A full awareness of this will point out to you that the
most important thing in your existence is your distinctive
individuality or something special of yours. What really counts is
not your worldly success but your peculiar insight into the
meaning of life and your commitment to it, which add luster to
your personality.

It is not easy to be what one really is. There is many a
person in the world who can be identified as anything—either
his job, his status or his social role—that shows no trace about

ZulMHUDEYINGWEN



The Most Beautiful English
B R WAL <

his individuality. It does do him justice to say that he has no i-
dentity of his own, if he doesn’t know his own mind and all his
things are either arranged by others or done on others’ sugges—
tions; if his life, always occupied by external things, is
completely void of an inner world. You won’t be able to find
anything whatever, from head to heart, that truly belongs to him.
He is, indeed, no more than a shadow cast by somebedy else or

a machine capable of doing business.
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Nice Things

% Anonymous

One day, a teacher asked her students to list the names of
the other students in the room on two sheets of paper, leaving a
space between each name. Then she told them to think of the
nicest thing they could say about each of their classmates and
write it down.

It took the remainder of the class period to finish their as—
signment,and as the students left the room, each one handed in
the papers.

That Saturday, the teacher wrote down the name of each
student on a separate sheet of paper, and listed what everyone
else had said about that individual.

On Monday, she gave each student his or her list. Before
long, the entire class was smiling.

“Really? ” someone whispered.

“I never knew that I meant anything to anyone! ” and “I
didn’t know others liked me so much.” were most of the com-

ments.
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