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FOREWORD TO THE REVISED
AND ENLARGED EDITION

This new edition_?pf the Anthologn includes selections from
Willa Cather and John Updike for the first time, changes the
selections and author introductions for William Faulkner and

John Steinbeck, and corrects errors in the previous edition.

Editor
July, 1986
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INTRODUCTION

This Anthology is designed to be a textbook for advanced under-
graduates and graduates majoring in English. We hope that it
will help to enhance the student’s ability to read twentieth-century
American fiction in the original. It is suggested that the student
read each text closely, aiming at improving his command of the
language and his understanding of the life, thoughts, and senti-
ments as they are presented therein; at obtaining a critical grasp
of the craft of fiction, and at mastering the correct criteria and
methods of evaluation. This should help toward laying a founda-
tion for his/her future work in teaching and research.

In making the selections we have tried to include works that
are ideologically and artistically representative and influential,
to represent authors of different backgrounds, and to pay due
attention to progressive writers. The break of the two volumes
occurs at the end of World War II
- Each chapter of the Anthology consists of the following parts:

1. Selection. The two volumes consist of short stories and
excerpts from novels by twenty-five American writers. Most of
the selections appear in their entirety; others have deletions which
-are called for by the nature of the 4nthology as a textbook. With
very few exceptions, the authors are arranged chronologically by
date of birth. ' :

2. Introduction. Each selection is preceded by an extensive
introduction, which is composed of factual and critical information



on the author’s life, his important works, a general analysis
of his ideological and artistic features, and a specific analysis of
the selection itself.  Each analysis, which embodies the views of
the respective contributor, is presented not to impose upon the
student a fixed evaluation but to stimulate academic discussion.

3. Annotations. They are in English and rather detailed so
as to facilitate self-study. : - '

4.. Topics for discussion. They are placed at the end of each
chapter for the teacher’s optional use.

The manuscript of this Anthology was submitted to many spe-
cialists for their examination. However, owing to our limited
ability, we were unable to incorporate all their valuable sugges-
tions when we did the revision, which accounts for theidefects and
mistakes in the present volume. We sincerely invite criticisms for

future improvement.
Editor

June, 1981
Revised July, 1986
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HENRY JAMES

(1843—1916)

Henry James, one of America’s major novelists and critics,
was born in New York into a sophisticated and affluent family.
His father was an eccentric philosopher and religious visionary
who provided Henry and his brother William (later to become
the well-known pragmatist philosopher) with a liberal education
highlighted by extensive travel and study in Europe. Although
James studied painting and attended Harvard Law School, by
his early twenties he had published reviews and stories in leading
American journals, and thereafter the majority of his life was '
devoted to becoming a “‘literary master.””  This last is a European
conception which, along with his writing style and method of
characterization, set him apart from the American vernacular
tradition begun by Mark Twain. Partly for this reason, James
had only a small readership during his lifetime and it was not
until the years between World War I and II that his skill as a
novelist and his inflience as a literary critic gained full recogni-
tion.

Henry James never married, and in 1876 he moved perma-
nently to England where despite his close family ties and large
social circle, he lived and worked alone. In 1915 he became a
British subject and received the Order of Merit. He died in
1916, having contemplated before his death the disintegration of
the old order of society and the values it embodied, a process
that was most dramatically signalled by the beginning of World

1



