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Introduction to

Numerous Trades in Wu Area

In ancient times, Fu Xi and Shen Nong, two
chieftains in China, invented fishing nets and
ploughs. Fishing and farming became two important
trades of the Chinese people, who afterwards en-
gaged in more and more trades and developed a
high civilization. In a historical period of five thou-
sand years, their main trades and professions com-
prised of agriculture , textiles, ceramics, house bui-
lding, vehicle and ship construction, metallurgy,
weaponry, medicine, funeral directing, etc. In the
Tangdynasty (960-1279)it was said there were thirty
six trades, and in the Ming and Qing dynasties(1368
-1644 and 1644-1911), it was said there were three
hundred and sixty trades (both numbers being used
as general terms to denote the large number and in-
creasing varieties of trades ). Particularly in the
Wu area (roughly the region centering about the
Suzhou prefecture), known as a paradise on earth,
there were countless trades mushrooming and thri-
ving. As the natives here are clever and deft , in
succssive generations famous masters of every trade
have emerged. The popular saying that all trades
have their no. 1 scholars serves to encourage crafts-
men and professionals in all lines to work hard and
improve their skills. Therefore, traditionally the
Wu area boasts advanced agriculture and commer-
ce, as well as a unique admirable civilization. The
Wu people become more well-to-do and the Wu area
takes up a prominent place in the country.

At the turn of the century, the Westerners by
means of strong warships and powerful guns forced
China to open its ports. The Western civilization,
along with the modern industry and technology,
has penetrated into China in a big way. And in the
Wu area, thousands of factories and business hou-
ses have sprung up, further developing its economy.
Its spiritual and material civilization both make
great progress. The development in this area is an
important part of the development of the world. In
Wu Cultural Park, a hall named the “Hall of Nu-
merous Trades, "is devoted to exhibiting the culture
of the different trades. The purpose of the exhi-
bition is to enable the people to draw on the past
experience, while enhancing their confidence in fu-
ture greater advancement. The exhibits consist
chiefly of famous Wuxi clay sculptures, created by
renowned craftsmen, such as Lu Xinjie and Chen
Ronggen, etc. These excellent sculptures are the
gems of the Wu craftsmanship, much appreciated by
the area’s residents and by the visiting Chinese and
foreign tourists. The Shanghai Pictorial Publishing
House has made photographic reproductions of the-
se sculptures to be printed in book form. The re-
productions, which are themselves fine work of art
and are suitable for lasting preservation, will be
conducive to wider appreciation of the Wu culture
of the trades.

Gao Xiechu
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Preface

Social division of labour is getting more and more
meticulous as well as varied with the development of so-
ciety, the flourish of economy and the progression of cul-
ture. Many a new trade is emerging. There already existed
the saying of 36 trades as early as in the Tang Dynasty in
our country. Then with the emergence of new businesses
and professions, the number was doubled to 72. The saying
of 360 trades became quite popular in times after the Song
Dynasty in history. However, there have not been an ex-
act and definite counting of what the 360 trades really
are, as the trades vary with age and location. The figure
then gradually comes to be a folk proverb showing the va-
riety of division of labour. The Wu area has a long history
and is located in the Yangtze River Delta, the most pro-
sperous part of the country. It enjoys a developed agricul-
ture, handicraft industry and commercial business as well,
from which many professions and trades are originated,
and there are still many more trades flourishing in the
area or are characteristic of the region. The proverb “eve-
ry profession of the 360 trades produces its own leading
authority” indicates that people in the Wu area (including
Shanghai, as a great part of it was in the Wu region in
ancient times) always have a future before them which-
ever line they are engaged in. Throughout history, the 360
trades have been constantly depicted and expressed in di-
fferent literary and artistic forms like the Zhu Zhi Ci poe-
try, Spring Festival pictures, Cartoons and sculptures, etc.
The Wu Culture Park in Wuxi employs the form of clay

sculpture to display the 360 trades and provides a special
scene for people to view and appreciate. Clay sculpture is
the country's traditional plastic art form. There can be
found clay statues of Buddha in the Mogao Cave at Dun-
huang. And the clay Baby Figurine as accounted in Notes
at the Old Study by the great poet of the Southern Song
Dynasty already attained a very high artistic level. The
Wuxi clay figurines have been well-known for many ages
and the clay sculptures of the 360 trades in the park,
which are created by skilled sculptors, enjoy an even more
distinctive style. The sculptures can be classified into tr-
ades of the agriculture, sideline, service industry, peddler,
culture, art and many other ones, covering the kind of li-
nes with which people often have contacts in their daily
life. There are among them some professions that can no
longer be found but are still making their appearances in
old people’s chat,in movies, in novels and in local operas,
and still have their appeals to many people. All the clay
statues are lifelike. Some of them, such as the peddlers,
are matched either with customers or on-lookers of lively
postures, which give out a touch of the joy of life. All of
these vividly reveal the society and economic well-being
of the people living in the south of the Yangtze River in
the past centuries, and leave to us some witnesses of his-
tory. The Shanghai Pictorial Publishing House has now
produced a picture album out of the clay sculptures of the
360 trades in the park and thus created an opportunity for
more lovers of art and folk custom to appreciate and enjoy
them.
Yang Jia You
Translated by Zhang Hong
Oct.1996
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1. Agriculture, animal husbandry,
industries and crafts

In the Chinese history, agriculture has always
been regarded as the foundation of all trades. In le-
gends and historical writings,Fu Xi. Shen Nong and
Huang Di were said to be the earliest promoters of
agriculture. According to archaeological findings,
rice was grown in Wu area more than seven mille-
niums ago. In the Spring and Autumn Period (770
B.C.-476 B.C.) sericulture was already a popular
occupation in Wu area; and, contesting for a piece
of land suitable for growing mulberries, the two sta-
tes of Wu and Chu waged a war against each other.
Toward the end of the Yuan dynasty (1271-1368) a
Taoist nun in this area by the name of Huang Dao-
po travelled to Hainan Island and learned the ad-
vanced textile technique there. Upon her return she
spread the technique throughout the area. Wu ar-
chitecture is noted for its unique beauty and elega-
nce. So, a number of Suzhou carpenters were in-
vited to take part in the repair and renovation of
the Qing Palace in Beijing. Shipbuilding and
navigation in Wu area were fairly advanced. In the
beginning of the Ming dynasty, a fleet led by the fa-
mous voyager Zheng He set sail from Liu He, a port
near Suzhou, and called many countries in South-
east Asia and Africa. Wu metallurgy and weaponry
had been long famous. Gan Jiang and Mo Xie, made
in Wu area thousands of years ago, were known as
the sharpest swords. Besides, craftwork made of
wood, bamboo and ratten, and the traditional sta-
tionery in Wu area, are all well known and much
appreciated.
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A pig farmer
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An old fisherman
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