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Section I Listening Comprehension

Exercise One

Directions
Part A

You will hear an announcement about the death of U. S. astronaut
Alan Shepard. Listen and complete the sentences in Questions 1 ~ 5 with
the information you've heard. Write not more than 3 words in each num-
bered box . You will hear the recording twice. You now have 25 seconds to
read the table below .

Alan Shepard was the first Amen-

can to

Alan Shepard attended the U. S.
Naval Academy, and graduated in

After the war he completed his pi-

lot training and became

During his flight in space the time
for him to be outside the Earth’s 4
atmosphere was only

Shepard became a successful
businessman after he retired from 5
the




Part B

You will hear a short talk about the American Red Cross. Answer
Questions 6 ~ 10 while you listen. Use not more than 5 words for each
answer. You will hear the recording twice. You now have 25 seconds to
read the questions .

What did the American humani-
tarian Clara Barton found in 6
18817

What function does the American
Red Cross serve for the soldiers 7

and their families?

Where is the National Headquar-

8
ters of the American Red Cross?
What program sets up the disas- 9
ter-preparedness plans? i
How are American Red Cross ac- 10
tivities mainly supported?

Part C

You will hear three dialogues or monologues . Before listening to each
one , you will have time to read the questions related to it. While listen-
ing , answer each question by choosing A, B, C or D. After listening ,
you will have time to check your answers. You will hear each piece once
only .



Questions 11 ~ 13 are based on the following talk about the chemical
convention. You now have 15 seconds to read Questions 11 ~ 13.
11.To destroy chemical weapons is a process
[A] that costs highly.
[B] that might contaminate the environment .
[C] that might not be carried out by some countries.
[D] all of the above.
12. Why is it more difficult to detect illegal biological activities?
[A] The technology to build biological weapons is more ad-
vanced .
[B] Biological weapons can be more easily hidden.
[C] Some bacteria can persist in an environment indefinitely .
[D] Biological weapons are light.
13. Why do some people still worry about biological and chemical
weapons !
[A] No efforts are made to lessen the chances of biological and
chemical warfare.
[B] It’s impossible to eliminate such weapons.
[ C] Some countries continue to ignore the international conven-
tion.

[D] Inspectors are denied unrestricted access.

You now have 30 seconds to check your answers to Questions 11 ~
13.

Questions 14 ~ 16 are based on the following talk about food. You
now have 15 seconds to read Questions 14 ~ 16.
14. What does “You are what you eat” mean?
[A] What you eat reflects your income.



[B] What you eat reflects your culture.
[C] What you eat reflects your health condition.
[D] What you eat reflects your habits.
15. From the talk we leam that
[A] American food only means hamburgers, hot dogs and fried
chicken.
[ B] Americans are eager to leam cooking styles from other coun-
tries.
[C] Americans keep exactly the same taste as the original.
[D] America has various regional styles of food.
16. Why do some people refuse to eat any food prepared with addi-
tives?
[A] They want to go “all natural.”
[B] They want to keep fit.
[c] They want to protect the environment.
[D] They want to keep slim.

You now have 30 seconds to check your answers to Questions 14 ~
16.

Questions 17 ~ 20 are based on the talk about the American school
system. You now have 20 seconds to read Questions 17 ~ 20.
17. Why did Horace Mann and Henry Bamard start the common-
school movement?
[A] To attack the tradition of disjointed education.
[B] Because localized education was harmful .
[C] To increase educational opportunities for all children.
[D] To reform the old education system.
18 . Their reform efforts were focused on
[A] elementary edueation.



[B] preschool education.
[C]J high school education.
[D] college education.
19. What did the reformers believe?
[A] Common schooling could strengthen bonds among a diverse
population .
[B] Schools could be available to more children.
[C] The country could be better equipped to fight against other
countries.
[D] People would be more religious.
20. Which state was the first one to pass the first compulsory school
attendance laws?
[A] New York.
[ B] Massachusetts.
[C] Connecticut.
[D] California.

You now have 40 seconds to check your answers to Questions 17 ~
20.

Exercise Two

Part A

You will hear a short talk about natural resources. Listen and com-
plete the sentences in Questions 1 ~ 5 with the information you've heard.
Write not more than 3 words in each numbered box. You will hear the
recording twice. You now have 25 seconds to read the table below .



Conservation of natural resources
is to ensure an adequate supply

for

To accomplish this goal, people

use a variety of

Between 1950 and 1990 the world
population doubled to

The large, developed nations are
responsible for the greatest con-
sumption of natural resources be-

cause of their

To protect natural resources from
pollution, individuals, industries

and govemments have

Part B

You will hear a short talk abous the American blacks’® fight for civil
rights . Answer Questions 6 ~ 10 while you listen. Use not more than S
words for each answer. You will hear the recording twice. You now have

25 seconds to read the questions .

What did black newspaper editors

insist on?




