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Abstract

It was in 1926 when “Chuang Zaoshe” (Literature Creative Society) was
introduced and pushed forward the “Revolutionary Literature” in China
effectively reversing the direction of the “Literary Revolution”, inspired by the
May Fourth Movement, and incorporating literature into politics, had
subsequently evolved literature into one of the driving forces of political change
which became known as “Revolutionary Literature”. At the time when China was
semi-colonized, such an idea was indeed radical and thus, was able to propel the
development of a new China.

The “Revolutionary Literature” supported by the Chinese Communist Party,
had become the mainstream literature during the communist revolutionary era
due to historical circumstances. It nurtured the principal literary and political
figure of Mao Zedong and had since then, led China for 50 years until the end of
the Cultural Revolution in 1976. It then diminished slowly from the mainstream
political and literature discourses. Constant changes during those 50 years had
not only shaped the political, economical and social structures in China, but also
guided the social and spiritual conscience of the Chinese people monitored by the
influential “Revolutionary Literature”.

Consequently, such literature and political movement in China had also
begun to spread overseas, influencing the Chinese populace particularly those
residing in Malaya and Singapore. It then became impetus to the inception of the
Malaya Chinese Leftist Literary Movement (realism literature) which dominated
the then Malayan Chinese Literary Movement. With deeply rooted ties and tribal
spirits between China and the millions of overseas Chinese, the nationalistic
fervor had affected the Chinese in Malaya and Singapore and had encouraged
them to push for independence from their colonial masters. The Chinese Literary

Movement together with the Malayan Chinese Leftist Literary Movement hence



became the thrust for political change and reform at that time.

Strictly speaking, the two movements were similar in core, but only
different in their titles. The movement in Malaya, pioneered by literary figures
from China, was however, activated by local scribes firmly rooted in leftist
literary traditions which maintained consistent ideology and stand over the years
to surge its political discourse.

This thesis chronicled the history of the Chinese Literary Movement in five
stages - from 1926 to 1976, and its influence on the movement in Malaysia. It
concluded that the movement in China had had a hand in the development of the
local arena. Although the latter had attempted from time to time, to forge its own
autonomy and to be unique from the mainland, it failed as the two movements
had derived their literary thoughts and directions initially from Marxism, then
Soviet-Socialist Literature and later the Maoist Literary Ideology. Hence, what
transpired of the local movement was related to its main counterpart who had
advocated Proletariat Literature. However, the digression into the Cultural
Revolution slowly led to their demise and the local movement faded out in the
1980s.

This thesis also unveiled the relationship of “Literature and Politics” as
two in one and uncovered the manner two movements became subsume to
politics, then lost their autonomies, and eventually became political tools in

power struggle leading to their deaths to end their “father and son” relationship.

Keywords: China Revolutionary Literature; Malayan Chinese Leftist Literature;
Marxism; Maoist Literary Ideology; Proletariat Literature.
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