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Introduction

ABOUT THE BOOK

This book is the third of the A4 Listening Course series with fifteen units. Each unit contains four
sections: Tactics for Listening, Listening Comprehension, News and Supplementary Exercises.

HOW TO USE THE BOOK

Tactics for Listening
In order to build on the skills developed in the earlier books in the series, Book Three presents
two challenging exercises to learners: SPOT DICTATION and LISTENING FOR GIST.

SPOT DICTATION is an exercise for integrated listening skills training. These skills re-
quire a good mastery of pronunciation, note-taking ability, and a better knowledge of vocabulary
and structure.

Before listening to the passage, the students may go over the vocabulary first. Make sure
they have a rough idea about what is discussed in the passage. This may help students focus
their attention on the subject matter. We also advise the students to make a guess about what
the missing words might be. After this warming-up, the teacher can play the tape and let the
students do the exercise, and he/she may play the tape again for the students to check their an-
swers.

It is taken for granted that people can listen in their mother tongue with little or no effort.
Even when very young we are able to understand at least the gist of what is said to us. It is as-
sumed that this ability is the result of a number of factors, including the knowledge of language,
the acquired knowledge of the context, the speakers, the topic and so on. However, when we
listen to something in a foreign language, sometimes we find it easy to understand the words
themselves, but hard to get what they amount to, especially in some particular ways and on some
particular occasions.

Book Three provides the activities that can help the students find the gist of the listening
material. It involves students’ full active participation. The teacher should ask the students to
read the LISTENING STRATEGY carefully before dping the exercises.

-




Listening Comprehension
Listening Comprehension contains different types of listening material — dialogues, passages
and news. Exercises are designed for different purposes, such as listening for gist, identifying
specific information, factual details and drawing inferences. .

In real life we have the situation to help us understand the gist. But in class, when exposed
to the listening material, the students have nothing tangible in front of them. This makes it ex-
tremely difficult to match what they hear with what they expect to hear, and make sense of it.

Therefore, in a listening class the teacher should offer a kind of tune-in exercise so
that the students know what to expect. This kind of preparatory work is generally described as
PRE-LISTENING.

During the PRE-LISTENING stage, a question of relevance is raised, to elicit preparatory
reading and discussion from students.

In SENTENCE DICTATION exercise, the students are required to write down some sen-
tences taken from the passage. This serves as a sort of short-term memory training and also gives
the students some clues about the passage.

Both PRE-LISTENING QUESTION and SENTENCE DICTATION form the whole warm-
ing-up or tune-in stage.

As the students are assumed to be at upper-intermediate level, a wider range of topics and
types of listening material is provided, including topics of general interest, discussion issues, ex-
cerpts from radio broadcasts, and scientific descriptions.

A fundamental idea underlying this book is that listening is an active process, which em-
ploys a variety of active “strategies”, such as predicting, matching against our own experience,
distinguishing important information from those unimportant, inferring information about the
speaker, etc. We discussed these strategies or skills in Book One and Book Two. Actually these
are the strategies the students already use in their native language, and now they just draw on
them to help listen to English.

The AFTER-LISTENING DISCUSSION is also very important. In this part, generally
there will be two questions. One is related to the passage in one way or another, and the other re-
quires the students’ own opinion based on individual experience.

As we seé"'listening as an integral part of language learning as well as an information-
getting process, AFTER-LISTENING DISCUSSION provides an important opportunity for
students to use the language w1th the mformatlon they get from the passage combmed with their
own expenence. i _

© The teacher may ask the studéﬁm"@'ﬁ go over these quésﬁbns before class, too £




better understanding, we provide necessary background information and important vocabulary
that will affect comprehension.

One of the problems we find in our students is that when they listen to the news items they
pay too much attention to the details related to the exercises and neglect the main idea of the
news. Therefore they are unable to piece together the facts to form a whole map. That is why
we put the NEWS SUMMARY exercise first. The students are asked to use the strategy in SEC-
TION ONE to form the main idea. We believe this will help them comprehend the news better.

Supplementary Exercises

This section contains a FEATURE REPORT and a relatively more difficult PASSAGE, which are
designed to challenge the students’ listening ability. This may also be used as AFTER-CLASS
ACTIVITY.

Shi Xinyuan
General Editor
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section,

one. Tactics for Listening

=Zld

Part 1 Spot Dictation

contract /kon'trekt/ v. to reduce in size

S L T e Y G e e e el T sl

Directions: Listen to the passage and fill in the blanks with what you hear:

Well, I think houses in the future will probably be ...

but I should think they’ll be ... ? 5o that you don’t need so

........ *: things like very advanced televisions, videos, perhaps videos which take

up ... the screen ... ... * the whole wall. I should think. Yes,

you’ll have things like ... " which open automatically when



and maybe rooms can be ... 1T S AN
...... ** depending on what you use them for, so perhaps there’ll be a bit more ...

.................................. ® 2bout that.

Listening for Gist

Listening Strategy

Finding the gist of the listening material involves the students’ active par-
ticipation. The students should be fully motivated while they are listening, not
just guessing and ticking the right answer. There are many activities that can
help the students find the gist of the passage during the listening stage. One of
them is to ask the students to note down the most important words that best

describe the passage.

Directions: Listen to the dialogue and write down the gist and the key words that help
you decide.

2 | Listening Course (3)



Directions: Listen to the dialogue and answer the following questions.

1. What is the possible relationship between the two speakers?

2, Where is this dialogue taking place?

3. The boy says several things which the girl should not really believe. What are
they?

4. The girl mentions twice about something to eat. Why?

rassae

% ____________________________ The Oscar Statuette

MGM Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, Inc., motion picture and entertainment company based

in Santa Monica, California. MGM is one of the oldest and most influential studios in
motion picture history.

Windy City Nickname of Chicago.

Unit 1
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