m

4 S B 2

English-Chinese Summaries of Western Classics Volume [V
100 Classics from the Renaissance and Baroque Periods

NEZEHMB T 5]

(1450431 1 7504F)

J22 B1100%]

p

(B.) 55 7M1 (Leopold Leeb) 2

SEP-WE Lo




Jo PH M B LA
e (&)

)

A DL 5D va st ]
25 L1007

English-Chinese Summaries ¢f Western Classics Volume [V
100 Classics from the Renaissance and Baroque Periods

(14504531 17504F)

2P0 & e )

R -TH - B AR



EEERS% B (CIP) ¥ T

T 2MENIRE. 5 4 B/(R) BLHE.
ISBN 978-7-5100-4864-7

[.O-- 1.OF- NMOFAE—ANFRE—AFER—XN N.OZ835
AR A< B B0 CIP 3% (2012) %5 143606 =

db 5t 43 AR A Rl L 22 ], 2012.6

P77 22 SR (B0 CEHE ME PSR 2298 100 3B

&, (B) Bxm RYHRE: BEWT HE%E: X
PHTHRIE. KIS A% =4 . ONEBOOK SEpEE. ByssE
H R tFREBERAFILEAE

H R A: KEREH

& 17 HARBHRAFEIEATAAEBAKXRE 1375 W4 100010)

W5 AMIFEHE

ER Bl AEESFBVERBEARERARAUET RN ENERBERD % 102612)
(MFEXFARE R BT AR BASNERERME, HS5&N RAASR, B REHEE 010-61252412-8021)

F A& 787x1092 EHX  1/16
ER 3. 265

F ¥. 600 T

R %&: 20125 10 A% 1R

ED M. 2012 48 10 A% 1 REIRI

HEMRS : reader@hinabook.com 139-1140-1220
AR : onebook@hinabook.com 133-6631-2326
M AR % : buy@hinabook.com 133-6657-3072

M _EiTH . www.hinabook.com (JEIR'E M)

ISBN 978-7-5100-4864-7 ' E #:50.00 5T

FRERER(AT)ERATEEBR X T REARTESHF AKXE  copyright@hinabook.com
MEFA BO®R



P 7 MR
BOF

BB R KT, BRI SCAL R TR 7ER & B E AR A T s X, R
BT 3CAR” M “TE T 28" BA LS, RMMSCERBERE, A F BN ESRE
AKBHEE PR T —FRSEBAE TG, B, A< R 51 I FF A M EE RN 22 8L ) 15
AEGE , HHRREMAT - FTEEERHAERNEARMN, MR, (U5 B
R—EL WP AR BT EAEH, NZABELE RS KBS P E
IR, B R — TR, U KR TZEEMNHRBE . A, X—UIEBSHA
RINBITEE

BRI SCAE A B 7P 7 SELARL S R o — R . X B R E AR B — it
REVEE L RATE EEZ B B8, —F B2 A B W R B BR R M ARG
B, E o — B EE T R R RS — T F AR TS IR S T R g &k, W
W, 30 TR ¥ AR EERES T REBPESRIFN, LB G T 8RR
ZENRIE T ASTE BUA HESE BRI KRR R,

ERIV R TE  GEFRIEP S 28 100 ) (A TCET 800 FEF/ATE 150 4F) (R
B2 3 100 FH(ATT 150 4EF] 650 47 ) (it 2221 100 FH(650 2 1450 4E) (XL E
5 NI % ST 22 81 100 #E)(1450 )] 1750 48) GRIALZ 8 100 #E)(1750 4EF] 1950
), B—HARRT LATE Y —EP0ar FISCEE , NI E B — B INE S|, Kb B 5IEE EEM
HEEMANES OB RIUEMBIE, AR MNL2HFEE T30 it B2 %
FEFENOE, A AE—E LN ARBEEENER 2 BRNEE, ElEg i
WAL SCBCRIRETE B LR e AR R, BIER A R HIRE” . EE7 M
“DHESE"RBMEERE D, —REENEESELEXPHZN, BERSIHHREXT
AR EEA TR, B4 R B2 A RS, EEDUE I BR R IR A ABC B H
X AL HEHBE. “KTEL4, BRERFEEN, —BIRERIGEN T, AL
(THr S SRR Y B TEHE Achilleus SE7A FTRE FET (BT BR0  BIXE BE (BVR B &5 R4 ¥
ERE, FTUEARA, —BEREX, "(SRP &4, (HHEEDERM), &S
18,2004 4,715 ). PUCELRDUREEERS | PEK,

A R P RBAS A BhiSEE A T AR AR B T O S B R AR R B IR BN

CEE A ¢
2009 4E F XK



The Series of “English—Chinese
Summaries of Western Classics”

General Preface

The more ancient origins of European culture are in Egypt, Palestine, Syria and Persia,
and thus the expressions “western culture” and “western classics” are debatable. However,
as far as literature and thought are concerned, the tradition of ancient Greece forms a deci—
sive new beginning in the intellectual history of mankind. Thus this series starts with Homer
and from there follows the long stream of European classics. The purpose of the collection is
to provide basic knowledge about some important classical works and about their authors. Of
course, a simple summary of the contents of a classic is not enough, it would also be neces—
sary to assess the position and influence of each work in the history of literature and thought,
to offer analysis and possible interpretations, and to add a short bibliography of the studies on
each of the classics. However, this exceeds the scope of this series.

European culture and the intellectual history of the West should be understood as a
whole. This implies that we should be acquainted with the scholars of every period and with
the continuity that links earlier and later works. A more wholistic approach will also pay at—
tention to different fields of knowledge, because many authors may use poetry to express
philosophical ideas or combine myth and history. Thus literature, history, philosophy, law,
and religion are intertwined in many of the classical writings. For example, Augustine’s The
City of God discusses questions of history, ethics, politics, mythology, religious faith, and
hermeneutical questions.

This series is divided into five volumes: “100 Classics of Ancient Greece and Rome”
(800 BC —150 AD), “100 Classics of Late Antiquity” (150 AD—650 AD), “100 Classics of
the Middle Ages” (650—1450 AD), “100 Classics of Renaissance and Baroque” (1450—
1750), “100 Classics of the Modern Age” (1750—1950). Each volume is designed as an in—
dependent collection and thus has an index which contains the original names of the authors,

important works and ideas, and the English and Chinese transcriptions. The classical works



chosen in this series are mainly taken from the areas of literature, history, philosophy, law,
and religion, but there are also some famous scientific works and encyclopedic collections.
Preference was given to those works who present a complete narrative, thus collections of
fragments, poems, letters, and speeches have been somewhat neglected. Some important au-
thors may not be mentioned in the text, but they appear in the index. Since this series pays
special attention to the original languages of the classics, the Chinese text uses the ABC for
western personal names, place names, and book titles. “Proper names are generally not
transliterated into Chinese, except for commonly used translations. Take for example the dif—
ferent Chinese translations for the hero Achilles in Homer’s epic, it will be hard to choose
between ‘A-ka-liu-si’, ‘A-ji-lin-si’, ‘A—xi-liu’,‘A—xi-li’ and many other different
translations. Thus we do not use any of these transliterations and keep the original way of
writing.” (Luo Niansheng, Classical Greek —Chinese Dictionary, Shangwu, 2004, preface).

The Chinese transliterations of western names can be found in the index.

May this series help the reader to better understand and enjoy the height, depth, and

width of western literature and thought!

Leopold Leeb, Beijing 2009
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Preface

The 15" and 16" centuries ushered in an educational , intellectual and artistic movement that was
later (in the 19th century) called “Renaissance”. This word comes from the Latin “renasci” (to be re—
born) and denotes the rebirth of classical scholarship, the revival of the ancient Greek and Latin tradi~

tion. The great scholastics of the 13th century (like Albert and Thomas ), were ardently interested in



Aristotle’s thought,and Italians like Petrarch and Boccaccio felt attracted to Cicero and classical
mythology , but only since the arrival of Chrysoloras in Florence (1397) scholars in Ttaly had an oppor-
tunity to study the Greek language in a systematic way. It took another century before Calepino’s dic—
tionary appeared in print,but by 1500 the art of printing made it possible to edit the Greek and Latin
classical texts. Even the Hebrew texts of the Old Testament received now more attention.

Renaissance scholars like Erasmus,Jimenez,Melanchthon,and Etienne,combined the more
secular quest for erudition and beauty of literary style with educational efforts and religious ideals: they
tried to educate students and helped them to read and understand the classical and Biblical texts. Thus
the era of the Renaissance was in many ways a continuation of the religious fervor of the Middle Ages.
Many of the famous works of the era are devoted to religious themes, be it Bible translations , spiritual
and mystical texts,educational works,or polemic treatises. And quite many of the authors are still
monks, priests , or nuns, for example Teresa of Avila.

The geographical discoveries around the year 1500 enormously widened the horizon of European
scholars. The broad humanism of the Renaissance scholars also was reflected in the approach of mis—
sionaries who encountered other languages and cultures and tried to dialog with these cultures just like
they had tried to appreciate and integrate classical Greek mythology and culture. One of the first steps
was to elahorate bilingual dictionaries of these new non—European languages (confer Ricci and
Rhodes ).

The expansion of geographical knowledge was matched by discoveries in the fields of astronomy
(Copernicus , Galilei ), physics (Descartes, Newton ) ,anatomy (Vesalius),and law,where the contact
with indigenous tribes led to new conceptions of international law ( Vitoria, Grotius, Pufendorf).

In the field of philosophy the Renaissance represented a new approach to human life. Man was
now conceived as the center of the universe (Mirandola), and self-consciousness became the founda—
tion of reliable thinking (Descartes ). The continuous search and creative dynamism of the individual
were now becoming more important than the eternal ideas. The nominalists of the Middle Ages had re—
jected the authority of universal values,and in the Renaissance Aristotle’s world view and even the
authority of ecclesiastical texts was debated. In this time of shaking authorities new consensus was
sought in human reason. This faith in human reasoning inspired scientific research, a certain tolerance
(Montaigne and Browne),the independent actions of Robinson Crusoe,the omniscient narrator of
Fielding’s works,but also the skepticism of Bayle and Voliaire. On the other hand, the witch craze,
which reached its peak not in the Middle Ages but in the two centuries after 1500, Hamlet’s madness,
and Swift’s and Swedenborg’s strange visions show that the irrational elements that were never ab—
sent, vexing even the “age of reason”.

Due to the reformers of the 16" century the attacks on the traditional authority of the Church be—
came more outspoken,but only at the end of the period there appeared more authors who might be
called “freethinkers”. These were sometimes completely rejected by their own communities (like

Spinoza ) but found acceptance in other circles as great philosophers. As the quest for understanding



the origins of European culture could not form a reliable unity in Europe, the pluralism and the contra-
dictions of Renaissance thought even increased during the following centuries. To a large extent Eu—
rope had lost an unquestioned unity of thinking and believing,and the rise of empires in Spain,
France, and Britain aggravated the incipient nationalism inherited from the Middle Ages. On the other
hand this nationalism speeded the formation of national literatures in the local languages. Many of the
classical masterpieces of Iialian,Spanish,French,and English literature were created in the period
from 1500 to 1700. Especially in the age of the “Sun King” Louis XIV. French (besides Latin) was
the most influential language in the fields of philosophy, history, literary criticism, and theology. How—
ever, many important scientific works continued to be written in Latin , for example Newton’s Principia
mathematica.

The authors and works mentioned in this volume are only a small selection. For more names and
more background information concerning the period please consult the index. Much of the material
presented in this volume comes from the Encyclopedia Britannica (Chicago 1985),the Reader’s
Companion to World Literature (ed. C. S. Brown, Dryden Press, New York 1956 ), Lexikon fuer The—
ologie und Kirche (Herder,Freiburg 2002),Aus dem Reichtum der Dichtung,Mittelalter , Renais—
sance ,Barock (ed. W. Sanz, Vienna 1975),and from the Kindlers Literaturlexikon (Munich 1971).
My thanks go to Mrs. Huang Xing who helped me to read the Chinese manuscript,and to Mr. Wu
Xingyuan from the Houlang editorial , for his constant support.

Leo Leeb,Beijing, Renmin University Dec. 2011
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Gutenberg prints the Latin Bible
End of the Hundred Years’ War. Fall of Byzantium

Ivan Il marries Zoe, niece of the last Emperor of Byzantium

Muslims withdraw from Spain. Columbus discovers America
Pope Julius I patronizes arts and architecture

Martin Luther opposes certain religious practices
Vienna is besieged by forces of the Osman Empire
Protestants formulate a creed at the Diet of Augsburg
Henry VIl demands supreme power over the Church of England
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Mary Stuart’s restoration program fails

Elizabeth 1 reigns in England
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Victory over the Turks at the sea—battle of Lepanto
Spain loses the Armada

Matteo Ricci arrives in Beijing, China
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