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A Brief Introduction

Xuan Xue is a philosopical sect in the Wei
(220—265) and Jin (265—420) dynasties. The
formation reasons, theoretical implication, and his-
torical significance of Xuan Xue in the period from
240 to 249 are in concert revealed in A Critical Bi-
ography of He Yan—forepart of this book and A
Critical Biography of Wang Bi—main part of this
book. On the condition of the crises of the study of
Confucian classics, the rejuvenation of the Taoist
school, and the east flow of the Buddhism, He
Yan founded the ontological Xuan Xue which ad-
vocated “ nihil” preliminarily. On the basis of
this, Wang Bi successfully settled a series of aca-
demic puzzles such as nihil and existence, action
and inaction, and ethics and freedom with the
methods of essence and appearance. He renovated
Lao Zi , Zhou Yi, and Analects completely from
the logical tradition of Xing Ming school and by
grasping the spirital essence through the linguistic
appearance and founded the theoretical basis of Xuan
Xue in the Wei and Jin dynasties. By this, the Chi-



nese culture was led to a new era when the Confu-
cian school and the Taoist school were mixed. Be-
cause Wang Bi’s philosophy centred on the natural
characteristics of life instead of the social destina-
tion, it had the historical limitation of weakening

the social unification.
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