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Gunpowder, treason and plot

ARy, WS

Every November a grand ceremony takes pla-
ce in London. It is called the State Opening of

Parliament, and it marks the start of a new year in
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FEAERITE, REABIGFTENE 2 ERLE

Queen Elizabeth Il, accompanied by her husband, the Duke of |
Edinburgh, arrives at the Houses of Parliamet.
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the life of the British Government. Large crowds
watch as the Queen rides in the State Coach to
the Palace of Westminster, from her home at

Buckingham Palace. The Palace of Westminster,

also called the Houses of Parliament, is where

AHOLSIH HUM S31va

politicians from England, Scotland, Wales, and
Northern Ireland meet to do their work. Before
the procession sets out, the Yeomen of the Guard

search the cellars of the Palace of Westminster.
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The Yeomen, who are also called Beefeaters, are
the Queen’s royal bodyguards, and it is their job to
protect her.

The custom of searching the Palace of We-
stminster dates back to what happened there
during the night of 4 November 1605, when a

man called Guy Fawkes was discovered in the
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building’s cellars. He was hiding there with barrels
of gunpowder, preparing to cause an explosion the

next day. Fawkes wanted to kill King James I at

s AEREr SO E b TEW A, e
HEE A AGRAEIBIL, STEES —KilE —&EKE
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Yeomen of the Guard entering the Palace of Westminster |
to begin their search of the cellars.
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the Opening of Parliament ceremony, but he was
captured before any harm could come to the king.
Today, 400 years later, we still remember the
events of this day, in thymes such as this:Remember,
remember The fifth of November, Gunpowder,
treason and plot. [ see no reason Why gunpowder

treason Should ever be forgot!
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The origins of the Gunpowder

Plot

KAk

The thirteen men who were behind the
Gunpowder Plot were followers of the Catholic
Church. They wanted to practise their faith without

fear of persecution, but this was not possible in

EKARARET B =N, BREMKE
ik MITELECHEN ERZEE, BE,
XAE1 712 REAR)SeAk 2 RIR AR AT RESLEIAY . 1
f A— BB ILRREHE, HZRIRTREE

To avoid being caught ,Catholics worshipped in secret at
home, or in the homes of their friends.
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England in the early 1600s. Anyone
found to be a Catholic risked
being heavily punished. Their

property could be
confiscated, they

might be made to

pay a fine, or they

could be sent to

prison. Worst of
all, a person could

be sentenced to
death, just for being
a Catholic.
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REHGE, B

X . Henry Viil,King of
HBLFEH. England from 1509-1547.
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It hadn’t always been this way. Once, Catholics
had been free to worship in England without any
trouble at all but that changed during the reign of
Henry VIII. When Henry became king, in 1509, he
was a Catholic, as were all Christians in the land.
He accepted without question that the Pope, based
in Rome, Italy, was the Supreme Head of the whole
Church. When Henry asked the Pope to grant him
a divorce from his first wife, Catherine of Aragon,
the scene was set for one of the biggest changes in
English history.

The Catholic Church did not allow a married

couple to divorce each other. The Pope told Henry
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he had to stay married to Catherine. This was
unacceptable to Henry, so he decided on a ruthless
solution. In 1533 he announced that his marriage
to Catherine was over, and he broke away from
the Pope and the Catholic Church. In 1534 Henry
made himself head of the English Church.
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The frontispiece of the '‘Book of Common
Prayer',printed in the English language in
1549.
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Until Henry’s death, in 1547, the English
Church still followed the teachings of the Catholic
faith. Services were in Latin, and prayer books
were printed in Latin-a language that most people
could not understand.

Under the next king, Edward VI, the move
towards a new sort of church gained pace. The
English Church, and others elsewhere in western
Europe, refused to accept the authority and
teaching of the Catholic Church. These churches
were part of a religious movement known as the
Reformation. Its aim was to reform, or change, the
way the Church worked. People involved drew up
notices called “Protests”, in which they stated their
beliefs. The churches that had broken away from
the Catholic Church became known as Protestant

BHE5478EF LM, EEER -HERER
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churches, and the English Church was one of them.
In 1549 Edward VI made the Catholic Mass illegal.
Statues of the saints were removed from Catholic
churches, and paintings were whitewashed over.

The Church service was changed from Latin to

N4 RAE CHTEREM. RARBIRMKES S
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Elizabeth I,Queen of England from1558-1603.
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English, and the first prayer book was printed in
English.

These changes angered Catholics in England.
Attempts were made to restore the Catholic faith,
but they all failed. Then, under Elizabeth I, the
process of reform begun by her father, Henry VIII,
reached new heights. In 1559, an Act of Parliament
established her as the Supreme Governor of the
Church of England, and Catholics who refused to
accept the monarch as head of the Church faced
execution. Despite the danger, they continued to

practise their religion in secret.
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