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In Change of Democracy and Education

—A Historical Study on John Dewey’s Political
Philosophy of Education

ABSTRACT

The relation of democracy and education is an important theme in Dewey’s
educational political philosophy. We were used to explaining it from a
philosophical perspective. In this dissertation, the author tries his best to
exploring it from a historical perspective, basing on The Collected Works of John
Dewey and The Correspondence of John Dewey. The dissertation contains six parts.

The first part is the introduction which contains five aspects, such as theme
of the dissertation, key concepts, reviews, methods and writing process.

The first chapter explores the American history of thought on the relation of
democracy and education during the years from 1779 to 1888. Thomas Jefferson
pointed out the relation of democracy and education; Horace Mann developed
Jefferson’s thoughi and made it instituted. From the year of 1859 on, the U. S.
A entered into the society of industrialization. William Harris who was the
master educator at that time tried to accept new society’s challenge to the relation
of democracy and education with a style of conservatism. In 1888, Dewey
published The ethics of democracy, beginning to explore the relation of
democracy and education in the new background.

The second chapter investigates the phrase of “democracy in education”

which continued during the years from 1888 to 1903. Dewey described a new



concept of democracy whose core was the complete development of everyone’s
individuality. In order to realize this vocation, one’s intelligence had to be
liberated. At first Dewey attempted to realize this ideal through running a
newspaper. However he was failed. Under the influence of Jane Adams, Hall
and Parker, Democracy in learning was considered as the center of school
reconstructed. He was failed in practice again.

The third chapter studies Dewey’s relative thought during the period from
1903 to 1916. Democracy in education was published in 1903. In that article,
Dewey expressed his ideas of educational democracy. From that time on, Dewey
had started to pay attention to educational democracy, and insisted on teaching
freedom and academic freedom. At the same time, Dewey started to participate
in the debate about democracy in industrial education. In Democracy and
education which was published in 1916, Dewey was aware that the democratic
reconstruction of American society he envisioned could not take place simply by
a revolution in the classroom.

The fourth chapter examines Dewey’s relative thought during the period of 1916
to 1952, Dewey’s thought on the relation of democracy and education encountered
a transformation when he was back from Japan and China. He experienced a
change of thought from individualism to socialism. Dewey emphasized a kind of
socialized individuality, and thought much of the role of teachers and experts in
the forming of the public opinions. He was afraid that progressive and traditional
schools were avoiding the democratic reconstruction of American society, while he
admired the socialism’s democracy and education in Soviet Russia.

The last part is epilogue. In the epilogue, the author summarizes the
process of evolution of Dewey’s thought on the relation of democracy and
education, and points out that Dewey’s above-mentioned thought was an
important contribution to American history of thought on the relation of

democracy and education.
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education in democracy
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