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Text A Learning, Chinese-Style
Text B Children and Money

Overview

Which is your favorite way of learning? Would you rather be left to discover
things for yourself or have others guide you? In this unit we look at some very
different types of learning, giving you the chance to consider which you prefer.
We start with the contrast some draw between a Western emphasis on discov-
ery learning to encourage creativity and the traditional Chinese preference for
a more guided approach to developing skills. We finish by looking at how
children can be taught the value of money by putting more control over it into
their own hands, leaving them to learn from experience rather than through
persuoéion, through practice rather than preaching.

-

-2, Unit1 Ways of Leaming



Part | Llistening Task

LISTENING PRACTICE

Here is a story told by an American mother about her son’s way of learning. Let’s listen to what she has to say.

—
The following words in the recording may be new to you:
tricycle n. =Wk 4
ham radio kA XLEE plean. #H XK
differential equations %4742 fellowship n. ¥%4
jet n. AKX KA rocket n. K#F
impose ... on ¥---3&AoF ample a. ALE &
. . .
Aifer Listenin
Complete the following statements according to what you have heard.
1. The Chinese child was than her son.
2. The mother tried to to her son, but quickly

3. She compares her son’s love for subjects like differential equations and physics to the way

4. Her son is not good at , but good at

5. In conclusion she advises that we should give our children

Unit 1 Ways of Leaming . 3.




Part 1l

Text A

Reading Task

Howard Gardner, a professor of education at Harvard University, reflects on a visit to China and

gives his thoughts on different approaches to learning in China and the West.

HWewr Words and Expressions

(BIEAERRT “—MEX" (TR &Y
WIC: BEKEMART “REE
K7 (R WIFIC: BEKRMAR
T “BREX” AL BRERT
BRiRC)

style /stail/ n. manner of doing
things T4 % X, K&

bustle4 /'basl/ vi. do things in a
hurried and busy way =5, i

bustling /'baslg/ a. full of busy ac-
tivity Eiead, BiEs

elementary /.eli'mentar1/ a. basic
KR, mBY, A

telling /'teliy/ a. impressive; effec-

tive EEH; A

lobby /'lobi/ n. (GRiE#) X¥,
(AEFHFFAT L) X7

attach /o'tztf/ vt. fasten or join
(one thing to another) %, W%,
kB

attendant* /o'tendont/ n. R4 71 ;
A, B

slot* /slot/ n. anarrow opening %
%, B

vigorously /'vigorasly/ ad. energeti-
cally Fl A3, WAHRHRk

vigorous /'vigoras/ a.

tender /'tenda(r)/ a. young; gentle
and loving F4149; BEH

.@. Unit1 Ways of Leaming

Learning, Chinese-Style'
Howard Gardner

1 For a month in the spring of 1987, my wife Ellen and I
lived in the bustling eastern Chinese city of Nanjing with our
18-month-old son Benjamin while studying arts education in
Chinese kindergartens and elementary schools. But one of
the most telling lessons Ellen and I got in the difference be-
tween Chinese and American ideas of education came not in
the classroom but in the lobby of the Jinling Hotel where we
stayed in Nanjing.

2 The key to our room was attached to a large plastic
block with the room number on it. When leaving the hotel, a
guest was encouraged to turn in the key, either by handing it
to an attendant or by dropping it through a slot into a box.
Because the key slot was narrow, the key had to be posi-
tioned carefully to fit into it.

3 Benjamin loved to carry the key around, shaking it
vigorously. He also liked to try to place it into the slot. Be-

cause of his tender age and incomplete understanding of the



need to position the key just so, he would usually fail. Ben-
jamin was not bothered in the least. He probably got as
much pleasure out of the sounds the key made as he did
those few times when the key actually found its way into
the slot.

4 Now both Ellen and I were perfectly happy to allow
Benjamin to bang the key near the key slot. His exploratory
behavior seemed harmless enough. But I soon observed an
interesting phenomenon. Any Chinese staff member nearby
would come over to watch Benjamin and, noting his lack of
initial success, attempt to assist. He or she would hold onto
Benjamin’s hand and, gently but firmly, guide it directly to-
ward the slot, reposition it as necessary, and help him to in-
sert it. The “teacher” would then smile somewhat expect-
antly at Ellen or me, as if awaiting a thank you — and on
occasion would frown slightly, as if considering us to be ne-
glecting our parental duties.

5 I soon realized that this incident was directly relevant
to our assigned tasks in China: to investigate the ways of early
childhood education (especially in the arts), and to throw light
on Chinese attitudes toward creativity. And so before long I
began to introduce the key-slot anecdote into my discussions

with Chinese educators.

Two Different Ways to Learn
6 With a few exceptions my Chinese colleagues displayed

the same attitude as the staff at the Jinling Hotel. Since adults

Part Il Reading Task_

not in the least not at all

find one’s way reach a destination
naturally; arrive at 2|3%; #A,
AN

bang /bzn/ v. (cause to) make a
sudden loud noise, esp. by hitting
two things together &8k, % &

exploratory /iK'sploratary/ a. 3%

harmless /'ha:mlis/ a. not likely to
cause harm

phenomenon /finommoan/ (pl phe-
nomena /fi nommsa/ or phenomenons)
n A&

initial /1'nifal/ a. of or at the
beginning, first 4445, RAndh

assist /o'sist/ v. help #8)

reposition /rixpa'zifon/ vt. HE---
LR

insert /m's3:t/ vt. put, fit, place (in,
into, between) #EA, #A

somewhat /samhwpt/ ad. to some
degree, a little # &, #fk

expectantly /ik'spektontly/ ad. Hif%
A

await /a'wert/ vt. (fml) wait for %
&, F%

occasion /a'kerzon/ n. a particular
time when sth. happens B %], 34

on occasion now and then A&,
8] 2%,

frown /fraun/ v, n. %R

neglect /nr'glekt/ vt. give too little
attention or care to A4

parental * /pa'rental/ a. of a parent
or parents X &9; Fey; KEH

incident /'msidont/ n. an event, esp.
one that is unusual, important or
violent ¥4

relevant /relovont/ a. directly con-
nected with the subject & %#9,
1A

investigate /m'vestigert/ v. try to
find out information about if#;
KR

throw light on help people under-
stand (sth.) by providing new infor-
mation (RAE#712 &) HehH R

- creativity lkricertivitt/ n. £)i& 7

anecdote® /'znikdout/ n. a short
amusing story about a particular
person or event A&, H%F

colleague /'koli:g/ n. a person one
works with F] ¥

Unit 1 Waysof Leaming . 9.



