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The Embassy of the United States of America to the People’s Republic of
China is pleased to share its historical collection of United States official
correspondence from the American diplomatic and consular posts in China with
the Guangxi Normal University Press. These government documents from the
United States National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) are in the
public domain and may be freely used. As such, the Guangxi Normal University
Press has nonexclusive permission to reproduce them. The Embassy appreciates
the opportunity that the Guangxi Normal University Press is providing to
scholars and general readers to read the contemporary American documents that
record the history of the relationship between China and the United States.
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Embassy of the United States of America

KECRMERE B ESCieAl

Public Affairs June 1,2006
Section

Chief Editor

Guangxi Normal University Press
15 Yucai Road

Guilin, Guangxi Province 541004

The Embassy of the United States of America to the People's Republic of China congratulates the Guangxi
Normal University Press on the publication of the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA)

collection of U.S. diplomatic correspondence from diplomatic and consular posts in China.

These documents are an important part of the official archival record of the United States relationship with
China. The documents include records relating to the first commercial voyages by American ships in the

eighteenth century, the growing relationship in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, and the

Second World War.

Reading and examining these primary source records can allow each generation of historians and
researchers to gain a first-hand perspective of the relationship between our governments, societies, and

peoples.

By publishing this collection, the Guangxi Normal University Press makes these historic American
government documents available to the broad community of scholars and to other public audiences. The
Guangxi Normal University Press’s publication of these volumes is a welcome contribution, inviting

further scholarship on the relations between China and the United States.

Sincerely yours,

Donald M. Bishop
Minister-Counselor for

Press and Cultural Affairs

17 Guanghua Lu, Beijing 100600. People’s Republic of China: Tel/&i%:(010)6532-1161; Fax/f% &:(010)6532-2039
R 3k . www.usembassy-China. org. cn; F%E A RIEME LR KL 17 S 100600
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Original Introduction of Microfilm

IN{RODUCTION

In this microcopy are reproduced six volumes that consist; for
the most part, of notes addressed to the Department of State from
the Chinese Legation in the United States between April 1, 1868, and
July 7, 1906. These notes, with their enclosures, &re arranged in
chronological order. The volumes, each of which has been photographed
on a separate roll, are distributed as fo}llows:

Roll Volume Inclusive Dates

Apr. 1, 1868 - Dec. 30, 1885
Jan, 30, 1886 - Dec. 9, 1891
Jan, 25, 1892 -~ Dec. 22, 1897
Jan, 1, 1898 - Dec, 31, 1901
Jan, 1, 1902 - Dec. 22, 1903
Jan., 12, 1904 - July 7, 1906

oWV a~W L
oo~V LH

The notes to the Chinese Legation were not registeréd prior'to 1870;
after that date they are registered on. Rolls 1-10, of File Microcopy
17, State Department Registers of Correspordence.

In Record Group 59, General Records of the Department of State,
in tne National Archives there are several series of volumes containing
additional material on the relations between the United States and
China., Complementary to the notes from the Chinese Legation are notes
to the Chinese Legation (part of File Microcopy 99). Also related to
this series, though less directly, are despatches from United States
Ministers in China (File Microcopy 92), instructions to United States
Ministers in China (part of File Microcopy 77), and despatches from
United States consuls in China, All of these series were discontinued
on August 14, 1906, when the Department adopted the practice of filing
incoming and outgoing correspondence, not 6f a routine nature, by sub-—
ject in a single numerical case file. Correspondence on routine
matters was placed in a "minor file." In 1910 this system was abandoned
and the Department's present decimal system of subject classification
adopted, The numerical case file, the "minor file," and the decimal
file are in the National Archives through 1929,

In Record Group 84, Records of the Foreign Service Posts of the
Department of State, there are records kept by American diplomatic and
consular posts in China that have been transferred to the National
Archives,

ii
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