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LISTENING COMPREHENSION

Renting an Apartment

Words to Know

vacancy ['veikonst/ m. unoccupied accommodation %3 it

sty ['pat/ m. group of people working or traveling together ( [ T /Eski% 2h 19 )
—HA, —fkA, —fTA

terin /taim/ m. one of the elements of a proposed or concluded agreement; a
condition Zkik; &Mt

{v¢ /fi/ m. amount paid for professional advice or service 4, AR5 %%

request /rrkwest/ m. act of asking for sth. in speech or writing, esp. politely %K,
R

furnish Mfamif/ v, to provide sth. with furniture 43 ( GiE) ) BoE ( ZH ), 4%

advertise ['mdvotaiz/ vt.  to make public announcement of, esp. to proclaim the
qualities or advantages of (a product or business) so as to increase sales Jj
84 ik

‘cposit /di'ppzit/ m.  partial or initial payment of a cost or debt (£ ) fifi{7, ik
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/'felta/ vt. to provide cover or protection for ( fifi ) #Eik, Wil JEI;
(S
/ju(:)'tensl/ m. instrument, implement, or container used domestically, esp.
in a kitchen #§1L, HE
/'kaipit/ m.  thick, heavy covering for a floor, usu. made of woven wool or
artificial fabric; a rug i
/'diskaunt/ m. amount of money taken off the cost of sth. 41
/lits/ m.  contract by which the owner of land, building, etc. allows another
person to use it for a specified time, usu. in return for rent FH%j, FHH
/'maigid3z/ m. temporary, conditional pledge of property to a creditor as
security for performance of an obligation or repayment of a debt f{{{#fl
/konda'miniam/ n. real estate, such as a unit in an apartment
complex or a parking space in a garage, that combines fee simple title to the unit

and joint owner-ship in the common elements shared with other unit owners 4%

AT R N 8

Ll oy
: Do you have any ?
: Yes, what kind of would you like?
: Good morning. Do you still have a one-bedroom apartment ?
: Yes, we do. How many people are there ?
: Students are most welcome. Our terms are very simple. The rent is per

month and is due on the first day of the month.
Is included?

What's then?

: I 'am a student and just want a place to
: How much is the rent for the small apartment?

: It is $350 a month, but that includes gas, water and
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. She is calling for renting an apartment with

single bedroom.

. She is calling for renting an apartment
with double bedroom.

. She is calling for renting an apartment
with single bedroom and a kitchen.

. She is calling for renting an apartment

with double bedroom and a kitchen.

. Tomorrow.

. Next month.

. Next week. D. As soon as possible.

. $650 per month with $950 deposit. B. $300 per month with $650 deposit.
. $950 per month with $300 deposit. D. $650 per month with $300 deposit.
. Gas and parking fee. B. Electricity and water.

. Electricity and gas. D. Water and gas.

. It is just a rough apartment.
. It is a furnished apartment without heating system.

. It is a furnished apartment with central heating system.

. It is a furnished apartment with independent air-conditioner.
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A. A university student. B. A university professor.
C. A businessman. D. A writer.

A. 100 square meters. B. 110 square meters.

C. 500 square feet. D. 900 square feet.

A. $500 per month. B. $700 per month.

C. $900 per month. D. Unknown.

. The kitchen.

. The living room.
. The carpet.

. The walls.

o 0w P

A. The living room of the apartment is

too small.

B. The walls need painting.

@)

. The kitchen’s utensils are new and clean.

D. The man is not going to rent the apartment because the apartment is messy.

In the U.S. today, the of housing is very high. It is common to pay

of a family’s income for a place to live. The price of a house depends on its

size and . Big houses are more expensive than smaller ones. And houses closer
to the center of big cities are more expensive than ones in the suburbs or in small
towns. Regardless of the cost, it is usual for people to buy their houses over a period of
time. When a family buys a house, it is necessary to borrow money from a bank to pay

for it. Then they the bank in regular payments. This kind of is called



a mortgage. Families can take 30 years to pay off the mortgage. Without a mortgage it
would be impossible for most people to own their houses. Many Americans don’t own
their own homes. They pay to live in their homes. The money they pay for this
is called . Usually, it is cheaper to rent than it is to buy and to pay a mortgage.
Also, when something needs to be repaired, it is easy for the renter to ask the landlord
to . Some people rent houses, but most renters live in apartments. Apartment
buildings are located in cities where it is too to build houses. Recently it has
become common for renters to buy their apartments. When this happens, the cost
usually but the money goes to pay off the mortgage. Apartments bought this

way are called condominiums.

(1) How much does a family have to pay for a place to live in the United States?
(2) What kind of house is the cheapest?
(3) How do most American families pay for the house?

(4) Besides buying a house for oneself, are there any other ways for people to find some

place to live?

(5) What are the advantages of renting a place?
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