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Brief Introduction of Dongguan

Dongguan is located in the central south of Guangdong Province, on the east bank of Pearl River Estuary, with Guangzhou to
its north and Shenzhen to its south. The topography is featured with hills, mesas and plains, the east higher and the west lower.
The coast line is as long as 115.95 km. The climate is mild with plenty of rain and long summer all the year round. It covers an
land area of 2,456 square kilometers and sea 150 square kilometers. In 2005, the number of permanent residents is 1.6565 million
and the flowing population is 5.8499 million. In addition, it is original hometown to 740 thousand people now living in Hong
Kong, Macao and Taiwan and 200 thousand overseas Chinese.

It is recorded that primitive people gathered and lived along the Dongjiang River banks in Dongguan as early as in the New
Stone Age. Dongguan was set up as a county named “Bao’an” in 331 AD(in East Jin Dynasty). for it was located in the east of
Guangzhou, and the “Guancao” (a kind of grass) was abundant here, it was renamed “Dongguan” in 757 AD (in Tang Dynasty).
In 1985, Dongguan became an economic development zone in Pearl River Delta. In September, Dongguan was upgraded from
town level to municipal level. In 1988 it was upgraded to be a prefecture-level city, directly governed by the government of
Guangdong province.

Dongguan is a land of heroes. Lingzexu ordered people to burn all the opium he sequestrated from British in Humen, marking
the opening of Chinese modern history. In Anti-Japanese war, Dongguan was the base of Dongjian Column which fought against
the Japanese invaders. Long history and glorious revolutionary tradition make Dongguan the famous cultural city in South Guangdong.
There are many cultural relic sites such as Keyuan Garden, Humen Emplacement, the Museum of Navy Battle. Dongguan enjoys
convenient transportation. 107 national highway, Guangshen freeway and Guanshen freeway reach all the towns in Dongguan.
Railways such as Guangjiu, Guangshen, Guangmeishan and Great Jingjiu meet here. Humen Port and Dongguan Railwaty Port
are national first-class port.

Since the reform and opening-up, Dongguan has developed export-oriented economy with great effort. GDP is developing
continuously and rapidly. At present, the modern agricultural display zones and eco-agriculture experimental zones have been built,
being base for fruit, seafood, vegetables, and flower production. The industry mainly includes light industry, such as electronics,
computer, electricity equipment, toy, foodstuff, clothing, shoe-making, etc. The city comprehensive economic power ranks twelfth
among the Best 100 Cities in the country and ranks first in the prefecture-level cities. Now Dongguan develops rapidly, and we
can see an active, charming and rising city.
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