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Abstract

The question whether there is any philosophy in
China or whether Chinese philosophy is philosophy has
been debated over the last hundred years within China.
This question has to be tackled from the “new adaptation”
of Western philosophy in the Chinese context. This paper
will talk about the introduction of Buddhist thought into
China and the “adaptation” that took place. By analyzing
the influence of the concept of the Buddhata ffi 4 on the
confucian discussion of “human nature” we can observe
how Confucian philosophy adopted certain concepts from
Buddhism and in the process transformed itself. This allows
us to get a clearer understanding of the transformation
of Confucian philosophy during the Song-Ming period.
The paper has three parts: In the first part the meaning of
“Buddha nature” in the context of Chinese Buddhism will
be explained, in the second part the influence of this concept
on Confucian philosophy and the transformation of the
Confucian notion of “human nature” will be discussed, in
the third part the particular approach of Chinese philosophy
will be discussed based on the findings of the first two parts.
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