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Preface

Yang Kai
In Beijing Upper East Side Residential Quarter,Aug. 24th, 2011
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Ever since the beginning of 1980s, pioneering artists have been working hard to liberate the individual personality of Chinese
modern art, seeking artistic autonomy and freedom. They started by studying western art before abandoning it in a return to their
own culture, The artists and intellectuals who followed in their footsteps have gone through a difficult thirty years of tireless
experimentation and practice in order to achieve the glorious results that we see today.

From 2003, an increasing number of Chinese collectors started to show interest in contemporary Chinese art.resulting in a
market boom, growing attention from the media and wider public, and gaining Chinese modern art its place in the world’s finest
museum collections. Contemporary Chinese art has now taken its place as one of the most importantparts in the modern art
world, and Chinese artists and their achievements are highly regarded at home and abroad, so much so that reputed galleries and
museums from around the world are fighting to acquire their work.

Furthermore, contemporary Chinese art has already become a symbol for cutting edge cultural fashions. and is now firmly part
of our domestic mainstream culture.

As one of the leading Internet sites specialising in art in China, 99 Art takes very seriously its mission promoting the
development of contemporary Chinese art, whether that be online- or off-line. building bridges across countries and languages.
In order to celebrate 99 Art’s upcoming 8-year anniversary. we have invited twenty of China’s most influential art experts and
critics to work together with Jiangsu Phoenix Publishing & Media Group, to publish a series of books concentrating on forty
of the most representative Chinese artists of the last 30 years, collectively entitled “30 Years of Contemporary Chinese Art”.
The artists featured in this series of books come from different phases in the experimentation and opening up of contemporary
Chinese art, working in all kinds of media, from painting. sculpture, installation art, to video and Chinese ink painting.

The series fills a serious gap in research monographs on individual artists from the last thirty years, while simultaneously
delivering a visual feast for enthusiasts and collectors. We also hope that this series of books will provide a systematic and
well-researched overview to these same enthusiasts and collectors, as well as college students wishing to research the best of
contemporary Chinese art from the past 30 years.

We would specially like to thank the critics, researchers and all those people who have given their time and specialised
knowledge, as well as the editors and publishers who have made this project happen! I'd also like to express my gratitude to all
those who have dedicated themselves to the development of contemporary Chinese art, working tirelessly without recognition.
Thank you!
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Mourning in Gaudy Colors Feng Zhengjie’s Art
by Gao Ling

First draft July 20 to 24, 2011
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Feng Zhengjie is regarded as the undisputed master of Chinese “gaudy art™ by critics. His paintings perfectly
integrate the bright resplendence of ‘gaudiness’ with the fashions emblematic of consumer society, gaining him

and fashion worlds. Hailing from eastern Sichuan
semantic reach of the garish reds and gree

international recognition in both the art , his work extends the

ns otherwise associated with folk traditions and aesthetics, giving them
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Life like Flower

new satirical and critical functions, and turning them into widely accepted visual cues for the fashions and
materialism of China’s contemporary market society.

These days no one can deny the contribution Feng Zhengjie has made to the development of “gaudy art”,

a movement first started by a group of young artists in the 1990s. He has given shape to its archetypal
characteristics in terms of language and form; yet at the same time, there can be no doubt that in his work can
be found images that exist everywhere in reality, and that his paintings thus seamlessly combine the real and the
fabricated.

Over the past ten years, however, Feng Zhengjie's work has betrayed a greater sense of sadness and despair,
and this is worth exploring. In his “Fallen Petals™ series, a skull made from piles of green leaves gleams from
the depths of a pond. The pink petals strewn across the canvas only serve to emphasise the mysterious silence
of the water. It is so silent that it feels as if it is only the skull in the depths of the water that, by its moaning and
murmuring, is reaching out to our souls, that the profundity of the petals’ sorrow is revealed to be a ceaseless
lamentation over life and death. The integration of life, death and flowers is fundamental to Feng Zhengjie's
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latest work. He has also painted a large number of beautiful girls with absent-
minded expressions which puzzle and infatuate the viewer, and as images

are hard to walk away from. However, these gigantic erotic goddesses are
like flowers destined to bloom only briefly, because the vitality of spring and
summer is doomed to fade during autumn and winter. In the triptych series
“Women are like Flowers™, flowers and skulls to the left and right hint at this
life and next, while in the middle the beautiful stars radiate their youth in all
directions. All that we take for granted will disappear like clouds and smoke,
all that are beautiful and good will fade away. This is not the fate only of
women and flowers; this is the fate of all living things.

SEAE

Chinese Portrait K

This melancholy actually first appeared in Feng Zhengjie's postgraduate work — his “Dissect” series and the later
“Skin’s Story™ series explored the sensuality and fragility of the human body in the era of wants and desires. Red
spots on the bodies are the price paid for desire, the scars the signs of swollen internal organs. They are festering,
and disorderly, and yet are trying their best to show off their beautiful. peachy colors. A beautiful rose makes an

appearance in these early pictures. Though a collage that makes up only a small part of the whole painting, this

is moment in which he started to explore the back and forth between human figures and flowers that would be so
important in his later portraits.

The intervening nineteen years have been productive creatively, in which various deep greens and rouge-like
pinks have formed the base of his palette, representing contraction, coldness, depth, isolation and secrecy, and
expansion, passion, superficiality, intimacy and shallowness respectively. They are two opposing psychological
forces, they are the ‘yin’ and ‘yang’ of life, complementing each other on the canvas. In his *Romantic Trip”,
“Time Tunnel”, “Coolness” and “Chinese Portrait™ series, there is always a tension between the red lips and
reen eyes, revealing an unsettling feeling of disquiet behind the fiery passion. Humans are used to associate
reen with vivacity and life. But in Feng Zhengjie’s work, green, especially the deeper, almost blackish greens,
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