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Dear neadens,

As the representative of the country she is so enamored with, it gives me great pleasure
in infroducing Ms, Chen Ting's latest book, Travel in the Netherlands, to you. Ms. Chen
Ting travelled extensively in the Netherlands and her love for my country is noticeable
in her new book. This personal travel diary describes both famous fourist destinations as
well as a number of *hidden gems’. Ms. Chen did a lot of research for this book: you can
sense that she has been able to get to the heart of the Dutch and grasp the essence of
the Dutch soul.

In her book Ms. Chen among others writes about the Dutch windmills, the dikes and our
relationship with water. To the Dutch, water is both. a challenge and a blessing. More
than 2400 kilometers of dikes and other structures keep the third of the country that
lies below sea level dry and the 60% of the popu|oﬁon that lives below sea level safe.

+ Windmills ensured a continuous use of agricultural land. Mills were also used for the

drainage of lakes; an early and clever use of wind energy.

2012 marks the fortieth anniversary of diplomatic relations at ambassadorial level
between the People’s Republic of China and the Kingdom of the Netherlands. The
relationship between our two countries is actually much older and dates back to the
pre-modern period. Already at that time, trade was the primary force to bring our
countries and peoples closer together, despite the huge geographical distance. One
such tfrade is porcelain: now famous Delft Blue porcelain would not exist without the
knowledge gained from porcelain makers in China.

The Netherlands may be small in size, yet it is great in its accomplishments. Its innovative
power made the couniry outperform its size considerably for centuries and continues
to do so. The Netheflands is also a multi-faceted place. History comes alive as you sit
on a boat making its ways through the canals of Amsterdam along stretches of canal
houses, one even more opulent than the other. The high rises in Rofterdam show up
unique designs in urban landscaping and its harbor js illustrative of the importance of
trade to our country. In The Hague you can feel both the heartbeat of our constitutional
monarchy as intemational law and order as you go from the 13th century Knights'Hall
to the 18th Noordeinde Palace to the 20th century Peace Palace. But also take time to
visit the towns of Delft, Leiden, Maastricht, Groningen, and so many other places where
history and modemity come together.

The relationship between our two people will continue to deepen and intensify. Travel
plays an important role: it also helps us understand each other better. This book is a
must read and must see for anyone who is interested in my country, our culture and
loves beautiful pictures of a fascinating country! | welcome you all to plan your next
trip to the Netherlands.

Rudolf Bekink /

Ambassador of the Ki gm of the N flands in China
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