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Unit One

Part | Reading Comprehension

The traffic lights were red when the motorist approached them. To the
surprise of his passenger, the car did not slow down. Suddenly the passenger
was thrown forward in the vehicle as the driver put on his brakes at the last mo-
ment. The car skidded to a halt just in time.

“Sorry,” said the driver. “I didn’t notice the light. I thought it was green
until I saw that it was the top light that was shining. I’'m colour blind: I can’t
see red colours as you can. ”

This strange story is quite true. About ten men in every hundred suffer
from colour blindness in some way; women are luckier—only about one in two
hundred is affected in this manner. Perhaps it is safer to be driven by a
woman,

There are different forms of colour blindness. A man may not be able to
see deep red. He may think that red, orange and yellow are all shades of
green. In rare cases an unlucky man may see everything in shades of green—a
strange world indeed.

In certain occupations colour blindness can be dangerous and candidates are
tested most carefully. For example, when fighting at night, soldiers use
lights or flares to signal to each other. A green light may mean “Advance” and
a red light may mean “Danger! Keep back!” You can see what will happen if
somebody thinks that red is green!

Colour blindness in human beings is a strange thing to explain. In a single
eye there are millions of very small things called “cones” (#{K, PREEAMA).
These help us to see in a bright light and to tell the difference between colours.
There are also millions of “rods” (¥, ¥FF4HfMfd) but these are used for seeing
when it is nearly dark. They show us shape but not colour. Wait until it is

dark tonight, then go outside. Look round you and try to see what colours you
s q @



can recognize.

Human beings have favour to colours. Blue is often popular because it is
the colour of the cool sky and sea. Green is a peaceful colour, which makes
us, think of fields and forests. Yellow is the cheerful colour of the sun. On
the other hand, red is the colour of blood and fire. It makes some people think
of accidents, danger and bloodshed. Black is the colour of night. In the dark
we cannot see what is around us, so we are sometimes afraid of the unknown

and do not like black as a colour.

1. The story of the motorist at the beginning of the passage tells people that
A. traffic lights are very important
B. it is very dangerous to drive too fast
C. the motorist is very careless in driving
D. some people are colour blind
2. Women are luckier, because
A. only very few of them suffer from colour blindness
B. only very few of them suffer from traffic accidents
C. only very few of them like to drive out
D. only very few of them are drivers
3. Which of the following statements is not true according to the passage?
A. Some people can’t see deep red.
B. Some people may regard red, orange, and yellow as green.
C. Some people may think of blue and green as the same colour.
D. Quite often, some people may see everything in shades of green.
4. Why do candidates in certain occupations have colour — blindness testing?
A. Because some jobs may hurt their eyesight.
B. Because they may cause dangers in some jobs.
C. Because they are required to fight at night.
D. Because some jobs may use eyes very often.
5. All of the following colours are mentioned in the passage except
A. red B. yellow C. brown D. black

If sustainable competitive advantage depends on work — force skills,
American firms have a problem. Human - resource management is not tradition-

ally seen as central to the competitive survival of the firm in the United States.
« D



