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Unit 1 ) ¢ Culture

Mottos

1. The value of culture is its effect on character. Its aim is not beauty but

goodness, XHLHIMHBHE FEMA LB YK, THEETEE, £
E

=0

. The world is a book, and those who do not travel read only a page, 7 £
—ZH, REKRTEHNARET—R, '
3. A good newspaper is a nation talking to itself, — 3 iFHIIRLE B — | RI&HE
A8 2%,

Listening Practice

New Words
copper £ queue HEBA
ancient HfCH) remarkably AE 8
fiber net Y£F M dim &HL
cellular telephone F#1 antique HE

Section A

Exercise

Directions: Listen to the conversations and choose the best answer to each gquestion.

1. A. At the office. B. On a farm.
C. In the clinic, D. In a restaurant,
2. A, $15. B. $10. 8.




$50. D. $200.

Four years. B. Five and a half years.
Four and a half years. D. Five years.

He can’t find the tickets.

He doesn’t want to sit close to the stage.

He expects the hall to be crowded.

He would rather stand than sit down.

She does not know how to get to the nearest hotel.

She wants the policeman to protect her.

She thinks that the man is strange,

SOoREPFPRDOEPOPR0O

She does not know how to talk with a stranger.

Section B

Exercise

Directions: Listento the passage and decide whether the following statements are
true or false. Write “T” for True and “F” for False.
German scientists found a telephone network 50 meters underground.
The British government believed what Germany announced.
The British scientists found small pieces of glass 100 meters down.

Japanese scientists dug deeper than German and British scientists.

oo oW e

The ancient Japanese had cellular telephones 55,000 years ago.

Section C

Exercise

Directions; Listen to the passage and choose the best answer to each question,
1. A. Because it is an ill manner.
B. Because it’s a custom of people to queue.
C. Because they think the person who jumps up the queue is ill-bred.
D. Because it means he or she is selfish.
2. A. What’s your salary? B. How old are you?
2



C.
3. A. They don’t have the habit of bargaining.

D.

L
@I -c i S QI

Are you a Christian? D. Are you a feminist?

Sometimes they consider it losing face.

They take it for granted that the prices are reasonable.

They just want to buy what they think reasonable.

British women are afraid to be old.

British people never bargain.

Jumping up the queue is against the law.

The British are very proud.

5. A. The British have the habit of queuing when they do almost everything in

B. Bargain is considered losing face in Britain.

daily life.

C. 1t’s doesn’t matter if you ask a British woman about her age.

D. The British regard jumping up the queue as bad manners.

Oral Practice

Dialogue 1

Situation

John:

Jack:

John:

]ack:

John is talking about gifts for Valentine’s Day with his friend ,
Jack.

Valentine’s Day® is coming. Have you
prepared any gift for Julie?

Oh, God. I’ ve completely forgotten
about it!

If you want to keep your wife happy,
you should never forget important days
like her birthday, your wedding

anniversary or Valentine’ s Day. You

Yes, do you have any good ideas for a gift?

know, little things like that mean a lot to a woman®.




]ohn:

I always like a box of chocolates.

Jack: Julie likes chocolates of course, but she is trying to lose some weight. 1
probably shouldn’t do anything to make it hard for her®.

John: How about flowers?

Jack: Flowers are nice. I”’m wondering if it should be something a little more
special.

John: Jewelry! Jewelry is always good!

Jack: 1 think we’ve got it! I believe Julie would like a string of pearls. She has
been hunting it for a long time!

John: I’m glad the problem is solved.

Jack: Thank you for your help.

Dialogue 2

Situation

It’s 8 o’clock. Lin, a Chinese student in America, is rushing to a

party. Tom, his classmate, is introducing the custom to him.

Tom;
Lin;

Tom:

Lin;

Tom H

Lin;
Tom:
Lin:

Tom:

Lin;

Where are you rushing, Lin?

I’ ve been invited to a party at Alice’s
house tonight.

So what’s the big rush?®

I was told that the party starts at eight.
Relax, relax. In America if someone

tells you a party starts at eight, you’d

better arrive at 8:10.

You are kidding! How come?®

1 don’t know, it’s just the custom here.
1’ ve never been invited to a party in America before. Can you give me
some ideas what it is like?®

Well, there are almost always alcohol, beer, wine, whisky and generally
some small snacks to eat.

What do people do at parties?



Tom: Sometimes they just sit or stand around in groups and talk. But usually
parties involve music and dancing. €

Lin: I can’t dance.

Tom: You don’t have to dance if you don’t want to.

Lin: Isee. I’m afraid I have to go now. Thank you for your help.

Tom: OK, have a good time. See you.

Lin:  See you.

New Words

anniversary /geni'va:sori/ a. FHELEH)
wedding /‘wedig/ . 4L

hunt /hant/ n. , v B35

rush /raf/ n. , w. SR 5 vhift
custom /‘kastom/ n. S, KA 5 gk
alcohol /'zlkshol/ n. ik

Phrases & Expressions

talk about Wit
have good ideas for s
lose weight A B
I’m wondering. . . % L
Notes

1. Valentine’s Day: ERAT W, XMEAY. SF_H+UH,.BEBZREH
WX BEIE T R RS MR ERERER.

2. You know, little things like that means a lot to a woman. YRH1iB &Nk
HEHE -T2 ANBREAREEMNR L.

3. I probably shouldn’t do anything to make it hard for her. tHiFFRANZMT
] I 1 4t Sy

4. So what’s the big rush? #RE 4 X ATk UE?

5. You are kidding! How come? {R7EJFBLEMN ! /E AT REUE?

6. Can you give me some ideas what it is ltke? #REEA A FLH XL BT H
7




7. But often parties involve music and dancing. {HE Af[ftESHERS T &, Bk
.

Exercises

Part 1 Role Play

Directions: Form the students into several groups to act as different roles in

Dialogue 1 and Dialogue 2.
Part 2 Activities

Directions: 1. Talk about the most unforgettable gift you’ve received in your
life.

2. The Mid-autumn Festival is round the corner, suppose that you
are going to invite your friend to the dinner party at your house
on Mid-autumn Day. Make a dialogue to tell him the custom in
China.

Reading Practice

Pre-reading

Discuss & Answer
1. What’s your opinion on “freedom”?
2. Do you think Americans have more freedom than people in other countries?
Why or why not?
3. Can you give some examples to show the differences on freedom between

American culture and Chinese culture?

Freedom in American Culture

The heart of the American calendar is July 4. Americans have

celebrated this date as Independence Day® since 1776. On this holiday,

6



parades, picnics and fireworks create a festival atmosphere. All across the
country home owners dust off their Weber grills, open packs of hot dogs for
the children and trays of chicken, steak or ribs for the adults, ® Red, white
and blue ribbons mimic the colors of the “stars and strips”. Patriotic
speeches remind Americans of their heritage. But July 4 is more than a
national holiday. It represents the heartbeat of American: freedom,

Ask the average American, “ What is
freedom?” You will probably hear, “It’ s being
able to do what 1 want to do.” When Americans
think of freedom, they often think of individualism®.
They see themselves more as individuals than as
members of a family or social group. American-
style democracy tries to protect individual
rights®, It also promises each person the freedom

to make choices. People in other cultures may not

understand this emphasis on individuals, Stressing
individual human rights seems strange to cultures where the rights of society
are more important.

Privacy is one good example of individual rights. Personal freedom in
America often means the right to have one’s own space. In many American
homes, each child has his or her own bedroom, Parents feel they should
knock before entering. When Americans want to visit friends or relatives,
they usually call first. They don’t want to invade someone’s privacy, even
if they know the person quite well. Also, in some cultures people have
strong ties to their extended family®. They openly share time, money and
information with their kinfolks.® Americans, on the other hand, prefer to
keep many “family matters” private. For them, a “family unit” is just a
husband and wife and their children. They dislike having relatives or
outsiders meddle in their affairs. Likewise, individuals may not want to
share private information in everyday conversation. If a stranger asks about
their saléry, age, marital status? or religion, Americans might feel
embarrassed or uncomfortable.

In American culture, freedom also implies equality. The Declaration of

Independence® states that “all men are created equal”. That does not mean
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