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It is half done to find a right topic for a good book.

This photograph collection book has really got a very good topic. | think it is good for the
reasons as follows:

1) Starting from the traffic in Beijing, it shows the readers one side of the great course
of the modernization of China from a special visual angle. Through the changes of the
‘outlook on traffic of the Beijingers and the changes of the traffic administration of Beijiing,
it could reflect the fast advancement of China during the last thirty years. This is absolutely
a wise idea. It shows the grand from the trivia and fans out from point to area. Greatl!

2) It is a uriique photograph collection like never before. Nobody has ever edited such a
pbotégroph collection book from the visual angle of city fraffic. This book is the first one.
Liv Yingyi is the pioneer. And it really benefits being prior.

3) The""'ropic of the great changes of the city traffic is fit to be represented by
photographs. It is very visual to speak in photographs. It is quite clear at a glance, with the
effect of "more, better and faster”. We are so lucky to have such an old photographer,
Mr. Liv Yingyi, who has worked in the Ministry of Communications for most of his life. It
would be quite enough if he only selects a few of them from his personal volumes with
countless photographs. He has really made a good advantage from his work jost by his
convenience. He makes his work and photography complement each other well.

4) Nothing is better than the fraffic in the remarkable changes of the modern city life. On
the four important sides of dressing, food, housing and traffic, the traffic has made the
greatest changes. During the last thirty years, we could say it has already made a world-
shaking change. Beijingers often say they can't recognize where it is if they haven't gone
to somewhere for half a year. And they will possibly lose their way. Surely it is @ very wise
way to explain something by the subject's with the maximum changes. It has not only
the. persuasion, but also the abundance. It is very interesting indeed. Therefore, with such
a good topic, this photograph collection book definitely is a very good reading. As a
dynamic museum one word it stands out “*CHANGE",

This is called “An Sudden and Fantastic Idea”. As to the effect, it is really easy for the
photographer to get it. Actually, from the contents of the book, we could see the :
photographer has made his great effort with it. Where there is a will, there is a way. One
good turn deserves another. It seems there is no need to make much more introduction
about it now.
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Talking About the Roads

"Be careful to cross the road.” This was the sentence the most commonly
warned by my mother when | was young. Now | also warn my own
children in this way.

"A road" is the path people walk on. It is distinct from the field. The roads
mean the traffic and the aims. Through the roads, people leave the
jungle and the grassland. They make the space time shorter and make
our life more safe and effective. Lu Xun ever said," There was no way at
all in this world originally. More and more people walked on it, and then
it became a road." Yes, that's right. The early roads were all carved out
by people's feet and hands.

The history of the roads is closely related to the history of the city,
because the roads are the urban contexts. The earliest city was just the
interchange of the roads. The direction changes and the interchanges
of the roads made the bazaar rise. Then the roads went through the
cities (and the bazaars). All the markets were by the two sides of the
roads. With the development and progress of the productivity, the
roads got wider and wider and the street markets got bigger and
bigger. And there were more and more people to get here. It needed
the management and authorities for more people. Then a real city
emerged. In history, there was a road through Chang'an City from south
to north. It was Zhugue Street from the imperial palace to Mingde Gate,
which was 150 meters wide and also called as "Heaven Street". The
other streets next to Zhuque Street were also all about 100 meters wide
extended from south to north, too. These streets together constituted
the chessboard pattern of Chang'an City, and made up the metaphor
of an‘'empire in a miniature form. The constitution form of Chang'an City
had been confinued to all the other centralized dynasties in ancient
China. Beiling, the ancient capital city, also evolved from Yuandadu.
And Hanbali City of Yuandadu was just pirated from Chang'an City.
This form was all in east, west, south and north four directions and in a
rectangular pattern. The road axis throughout south to north was not
only the frame work, but also composed the crisscross chessboard
patiern together with those transverse roads.

In the modern times, the vehicles have already changed from the
manpower and live stocks to machine-driven. The speed and the
load have been increased so much. The city roads start to be under
the pressure.‘ One of the important symbols of the modern civilization
is the automobile culture. The development of the society begins to
take ‘the automobiles and the ramification of the automobiles as the

By Baokun
May 12th, 2009

symbol. In the official economic ‘plonning, the automobile output is the
basic indicator of the total economic output and the weatherglass of
the economic development. In the national long-range planning, the
automobile is also the important element to“develop the city economy.
In our personal life, the automobile even is the civilization symbol of the
family life. It became a basic characteristic of the life style of the middle
class Americans to drive the automobiles for a weekend in the 20th
century. But now, it is the biggest dream of dll the people in developing
countries. And then, the automobile becomes the purport of modern
people’s life and happiness.

The roads for automobiles and the roads for the horses are completely
different. The different roads achieve the completely different social

~landscape and the humanity relationship. The roads in ancient Rome

were the lifelines to contact each other for people. And Romans
got together and lived on the roads at that time. The roads for the
automobiles are the smooth way for the automoblres fo drive on.
The houses by the roadsides go backwards continuously when the
automobiles are driven. It is the people going backward in deed.
Although there are more and more automobiles in the world, but the
distance between people is getting farther and farther. This is @ process
of our history since the automobiles were invented. And it will make the
changes of the roads in the meanwhile. |

Liv Yingyi became a fraffic policeman in 1979. And soon he started his
photography career to record the road changes on traffic in Beijing.
He has done it for more than thirty years and never left his work. He
is a professional photographer of the Press Center of Beijing Traffic
Management Bureau. It is his job to take the phofographs -on the fraffic
in Beijing. In the past, it was no doubt this job was propagandist, But he
was very lucky. He precisely became a witness of Beijing city fraffic. More
specifically, he became a witness of the changes of Beijing ca’ry during
his unremitting work over thirty years.

The Cultural Revolution was over in 1979. The reform and the opening-
up didn't start in Beijing yet. It was just the time that everything was under
the rebuilding. The ideal of the Four Modernizations was advocated by
Zhou Enlai and Deng Xicoping during the Cultural Revolution, would be
put into action right now. The cﬂy and fhe roads were mainiy kept in
the pattern of Ming and Qing Dyncsﬂes The ci'ry wall was demolished
completely in the Cultural Revolution. The first real beltway in China
imitating Paris Ring Road and Moscow Ring Road, the Sécon\d',Ring
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Road, was built up in Beijing, because there were few motor vehicles
in Beijing at that time. So, when Liu Yingyi took the photographs for
Xizhimen Overpass on the Second Ring Road, which was just completed,
he could only wait for the vehicles coming into his viewfinder. There
were really few vehicles then. Actually, this phenomenon that the road
development overtook the city function was very cdmmon and strange
at the time of the planned economy before the 80's. It was the time that
everything was after the politics. The new China needed a great capital
symbolizing a modern and brilliant country. The wide roads and the
running automobiles (They should be cars.) were the face and dignity
of a country. The Chang'an Street got more and more magnificent and

majestic after being widened continually since the founding of the PRC. :
It was the projection of Zhugue Sireet in Chang'an of Tdng Dynasty. At

this moment, the roads were more like a metaphor. They came from

the deep inside of the psychological structure of culture in ancient and”

today’s China. Liu Yingyi continued this historical mission and recorded
the new images of countless roads in Beijing.

Since the reform and opening-up in the 80's of last century, the social
productivity of China has been developed rapidly. The roads of

Beijing have already made great chonges. There are more and more
‘motor vehicles on the roads. The former pattern and roads of the city

in agricultural times, and the traffic culture, began to face the new
challenges. We could trace the whole photography process of Liu Yingyi
and reviewing the times of each period. Then we could see the early
sight of traffic in Beijing that the cyclists and the pedestrians could be
seen mainly on the roads and there were few motor vehicles. A traffic

- policeman could direct the traffic with a baton stick in his hand. After

that, the traffic began to become congested. The police and the
common people started to cooperated with each other. The common

. people even participated in the management work of traffic. This simple
traffic management could stil bring us the aftertaste today. In Liu Yingyi's

photographs, we could also find the time of "Miandi’{the minibus taxi)
that the Beijingers of three generations won't forget. Those "Miandi"

- crowded at the scrapping field look like the modern residues, and more

like the end of the time recorded by Liu Yingyi. Liu Yingyi also recorded

. the special scene at the driving school because of the popularization
: of the private vehicles. And when the first pedestrian foot bridge was

; '-tompiefed, it became the symbol that the pedestrians gave the way to

the vehicles.

In the mid-nineties of the last century, the so-called private motor
vehicles became one of the symbols of the modern city culture in Beijing.
The automobiles began to be the most important guests outdoors lni
this city. Tracing the development of the history. we could explain it in
d group of numbers as follows. The number amounted to 130,000 motor
vehicles in Beijing in 1982, 260,000 in 1986, 560,000 in 1993, 1,140,000 in
1997. 2,120,000 in 2003 and now is over 3,6000,000 motor vehicles. From
these numbers, we could see Beijing has already changed into a city
with noisy motor vehicles from a city with the warm humanity landscape.
It was influenced by the west imagination of modernization in Ching. The

' ;Amerilcon automobile culture has already found the best place to make
~a copy in China.

The memories of the city need more details. The photographs of Liu
Yingyi have offered us the memories of the history of Beijing from the
angle of the traffic development. Many details in his photographs are
still interesting for us today. He connects our memories of the history
with many "the first time" of the road traffic management. Such as:
the first fime the traffic police changed the uniforms after the Culture
Revolution. The first time the traffic police gave the warning to "the non-
safety units”. The first time the traffic police used the interphones. The
first fime the traffic radio station began to broadecast. The first time to
use the road radar speed meter, the first time to test the automobile
exhaust, the first time to fine the violators with the traffic cards, the first
fime fo fix the video cameras, and so on. All of these details and scenes
happened before are showed by Liu Yingyi as a valuable document

_ for the development process of the urbanization. It is not only has the

documentary characteristic which nothing could replace it, but also
has the affective course of all the citizens. They also provide us the

documentary reference to manage this city and the city life in the future.

Liv Yingyi really has done very important historical work. And he will be
respected by the history. ‘
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When the Moments were
Carved by Times

By

Liu Yingyi

March 3rd, 2009
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Maybe the siream of time flows so fast. Maybe our life is too short in
times. When | was selecting the photographs of mine taken 1hiﬁy years
ago, | wondered why | felt the people and the stories in the photographs
seemed not so far away from me.

In 1979. Chinese history was just turned to a new page. And it was
also the first year | started my professional photography career. | was
assigned to work at the Propaganda Section of the Traffic Management
Department of Beijing Municipal Public Security Bureau in 1979. From
'rhen“on, the camera and the roads of Beijing became the most
important part of my life as the fate of a life style. | devoted all my
sedulih')' and inspiration to them and looked for the cbunﬂess focuses.

“At that time, we even could see seveml carriages on the roqd in Bemng
‘occamonany The buses and 'rrolleybuses running very s!owly in the empty

streets were full of pedestrians. The goods frucks swaggered fhrough the
streets with the black smoke. Some cars of “Shanghai Brand' or seveml
Beiling Jeep of "Style 212" whirled past by chance. The most spiendnd
view was the bicycles. In the rush hour, the streets were full of bicycles.
The sound of the running block chains was mixed with the friction sound
of the wheels, just like the blowing wind. The bike rings were melted into
the noisy city as the singing birds in the forest. They moved slowty forward
to greet the rising sun.

There were a set of iraffic facilities at each crossing in the streets. A single

level or a double level sentry box was standing in the middle. The round
sentry boxes painted in red and yellow just Iocc‘red in the corner. They
really caught people's eyes. The policeman smnding on the senfry stage
was called "Right Post". They directed the vehlctes passing by wafh the
gestures just as the musician conductors. And the pohcsmcn sx’rﬁng in the
sentry box was called "Deputy Post'. Normally, fhe change of the fraffic
lights was controlled by the timer in the sentry box. But dunng,the rush
hour, the Deputy Post had to assist the Right Post to direct the pedestrians
and bicycles through the loudspeaker. Every morning, most of the fraffic
policemen on patrol were on foot or by bicycles, The symhoi of the
traffic pohcemen in those days was a sui’r of blue pohce unlform wﬂh fhe '
white raglan sleeves around their arms; - i ‘
All the communication of the traffic commanding in Bemng wm‘
fransferred manually by the operators in a room at the quarters of Beijing



7 ‘h‘ saams he trmfﬁs munagemam sty%e at that time s quite baclward
Butit reany comd meet the needs then and there. Let's look at the
phomgrdph taken in 1980. It would be very clear at a glance. On that

day, I wos on X;zh;men Overpc:ss, which was just completed. | wanted &

to take a nice phomgrabh for the flow of crowded vehicles. | had been
waﬂ{ng there for a long time, but | only saw several vehicles passing by

slowly. According to the statistic, there were only 77,000 motor vehicles in”

Beijing in 1978, and there was almost no private vehicle at all.
In the early 90s, the automobiles began to be bought by common
people in a large scale. An unprecedented revolution in Chinese
traffic history happened quietly in "the Bicycle Kingdom" over 7,300,000
bicycles. It was really hard to tell how many people go\/e up riding their
ever beloved bicycles of "Yongijiu" or "Feige" and got the driver's licenses
instead. The statistic data showed us the number broke through 5,000,000
people with the driver's licenses for motor vehicles in Beijing in 2008.
With my camera, | took the sight of the day when the total number
reached 1,000,000 motor vehicles in Beijing. And | also took the view of
the day when the number reached 3,500,000 motor vehicles. :
Today, no matter which road | am taking photographs on in the city, |
couldn't ﬁhd the same images as before, which there were only several
vehides running on such a big overpass. In the early morning, the people
* on the way to their offices still submerge the roads. But we couldn't see
the flow of the black bicycles any more. The cars are colorful, and cover
the roads still crowded as before. The rush hour of the vehicles flow could
be lasted until mid-night. When the nightfall comes, the street lights are
twinkling. When | was on the road and fook the photographs, | couldn't
help to think of the poem of Li Bai; "I doubt it is the Galaxy felling down
from the heaven.”
When you walk around in the street now, it is very hard to find the sentry

] ,pc’rrot who rode bicyc:les with the whﬂe ragimn ﬁee

 first time" ever happened in this process, such as:

boxes and sanmr sfcges in red and yeﬂow* And those po

venation of the th contmuously My camera hcs recorded same !

The ﬂrsf tfime fo use the Radar Speed System defechng the vehi cles over

s ‘speed the first time to use the alcohol detectors checking the dnnk— ]

Sl

drive offenders, the first time to use the radio station, the first hme fo sei ¢

up the special lanes for public traffic in Chcxng an Street, the ﬂrs’r time
to drive the motorcycles of "Changjiang 750", “Lada” cars and "Beijing
Cherokee Jeep' on patrol in the streets, the first time to set up the Traffic :
Control Centers in the east section and west section with the 'rrdfﬁ{c‘
signals systern imported from abroad. And during the Beijing Olympics, '
the first time to set up Beijing Traffic Commanding Center with an
international advanced level, the new police cars with GPS System and
the motorcycles with large air displacement for escort, and so on.

~ Walking on the street, | fook the horizon closer to my eyes through my

long focus lens again. | could see clearly the roads of the city extending
rapidly at the horizon. Everything before my eyes may bec:ome the new
moments again 30 year later.

Walking on the street, | often sigh with emotion. Nowadays, the young

. people don't use this word "Damalu*(road) as the noun of the city roads

again. The word "Damalu” has already been substituted by the »_r‘iqg -
roads, overpasses and freeways. "Damalu’ has already been the -histo‘ry,: b
the memories and the moments indeed. However, as the beginningqf 6
the traffic modernization in Beijing and the starting point of our creation,
the evanescent moments will be eternal in the carving of fimes.



- s 1
bbb bbb bbb ) Mmkn*@

bbb b b
] "
e sem

B

A

¥ J_—;.,:r" ety
" it =
R

.
st
e

A
it
MM

N
i
e

19794E 10, F2e1 TR KB SLAHLE 4 1 e 58 Bl T 2 1

VAR LSRN\ T LT 24,
fober 1979, only several motor v
en. There

ont of Tian'ann

X3 BB A R
1979 -2009




19794, JERHINTRE, SFBEREENERZ —,

In 1979, Qianmen Street was one of the most congested streefts in those days.
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1979111, JbEvusgEn, ARATER.

In November 1979, the flow of people was much stronger than the flow of automobiles
at the crossing of Xidan.
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In 1979, this was the bus station at the old train station of Qianmen. The buses were the

only vehicles for the public traffic then.
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