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Field Studies of the Symbiotic Relationship :

Tibetan Monastery and Lay Communities of
Southwest China.

Author : Chu, Wen — hui (Karma Tendar)

Key Word : Anthropology ; China ; Symbiotic; Tibetan
Buddhism ; Reciprocity.

Abstract : This is an ethnographic study of the Tibetan
living around the valleys of Yang-tzu River on the
Yunnan — Xizang border in Southwest China. It uses
field and archival data collected among laity and monks
during six months of fieldwork. This study is particularly
concerned with the interplay between lay community
and Tibetan monastic institution. In this essay the
author attempt to reach a comprehensive picture of
bilaterally reciprocal relationship. This thesis follows in
the scholarly lineages of Exchange discussed by
Mauss; and the Tibetan study by Goldstein and others.
Accordingly, this thesis can be divided into two parts :
Part one, it base on interviews with the village-
residents, exams aspects of the economic production,
consumption and mutual-aid association follows by
kinship ,alliance , coresidence framework. The second
part, includes ethnographic case study of local
monastic community. The aim is to show how the
hierarchy of monastic institute runs and the religious



activities held by the individuals, families and
communities. Ritual potlatch is needed for those monks
intent on promoting a higher level, especially the public
feast for the position of disciplinary lama (dge bskos).
People lavish spending of wealth in religious ritual.
Both layers and monks are pursuing the achieved
status, become an honorable great people. The results
of this project are detail analysis the reciprocal behavior
of mutualistic symbiosis between villages and monastic
institution. Discuss through cases about the practical
function of merit and karma. Under the regulation of
socialism authority, contemporary monastery has
largely increasing local economic flow and offering the
symbiotic function to lay community : such as religious
service, ethical enculturation, social welfare, intellectual
inheritance, festival celebration, etc.
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