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Iext A Half a Day

Naguib Mahfous

( Read the text once for the main idea. Do not refer to the notes, )
\dictionaries or the glossary yet. /

Jus il Bieele 8 gpd a1 ERN
I walked alongside my father, clutching his right hand. All _clothes were new:
the black shoes, the green school unigo‘rr_n, am‘rﬁ%‘ p. They‘ did not make me
happy, however, as this was the day I%s to be thrown into sc ool for the first time.

——— FR—

- %t{l‘%{ ),?s;ood at .the window iv»atchmg oyr yrgxgrt?s&s‘u aggvlutllg?fd to?vards l?er
from time to time, hoping she would help. We walked along a street lined with

gardens, and fields planted with crops, pears, and date palms. (wWhich wog)

TS J§%Why school?” T asked my father. “What have T done?” 4558, & novet wiitten by

ﬂ\% : . :
J};“,g X me away from my home and throwing me intot!

”»

% _ b4 T'm not punishirfg ou, ;- he said, Jaughing. “School’s not a punishment. It’s a place

that makes useful n\é odt o %o\g;xs. Don’t you want to be useful like your brothers?”

I was not convinced. I did not believe therg iias really any good to be had in tearing
e huge, high-walled building.

-~ S

) When we arrived at the gate we could see the courtyard, vast and full of boys and

girls. “Go in by yourself, ” said my father, “and join them. Put a smile on your face and
wio b
be a good example to others'?b

I hesitated and clung to his hand, but h genrtl\yi ushed me from him. “Be a man, ~

he said. “Today you truﬁy begin life. You'll find mé waiting for you when it’s time to

” ‘; N v s < i < o~
leave. ,./ qﬁ%% ('fv\'tv‘ﬁ, N ‘11 4 ) i z)[
) ) I took a few steps. Then the faces of the boys and girls came into view. I did not

know a single one of them, and none of them knew me. I felt I was a stranger who
had lost his way. But then some boys began to glance at me in curiosity, and one of
them came over and asked, “Who brought you?”

o “My father, ” I whispered.

10 “My father’s dead, ” he said simply.

11 I did not know what to say. The gate was now closed. Some of the children burst
into tears. The bell rang. A lady came along, followed by a group of men. The men
began sorting us into ranks. We were formed into an intricate pattern in the great

courtyard surrounded by high buildings; from each floor we were overlooked by a long



