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The Birth of Ark Hills

Hru/ EEERBIAE BRI AKRE. HERIK
BAFBREBIRE. FHEEERAMNEBRS.
TATLEHANTERE. REUSHKEUZE
EAEBRENAHERE. TMAEKIES.,
RAARmE ©

ELREgNNEeE—RE. BEeE—E&,
FARBRHERAEEHES 5.6 AEEREAK
ETEET 2 SENAR, EHEArk Hills,
EIR—AAZF=R, UPEBRIEHFR.
AAKR, RZPIN=AFF LR, E—FFRT
AAMBUA. £E. XLaId O, B—RAUE
B "ERziBE fHE. AR, SERET
R EEER, RitFlL/E B EAHEE.
THAHFR—HAOBFZ R, U—AENARE
BEEFROEBEE, —TEXNAEEEES
AB A TRE A EBERY B Z T R S maL

Ark Hills 7EEIR1RERET EAVAF &8, SAANFHEET

™, =fA "TERNSZE . THNEEMBAR
HEREEYVNABSE)

SERRME, RREETHEFHANESR
E, EFHREZTERNERNETHITIEA
FIREEFEEE, Fit, SREZHA T —H
EREZREEENERURTE, ABEERE
ERRRZE O LTS E AL MEREERRE
$HEHENRE, ARHMERERZSER
RIBRET, PEEEHBREIE BRRT SERRME

EKEZHEBARANESS S, ARE
BEEEMAB, PR XE R IREEA
BELE ., PEEREBERE. B, SREZX
B. BlRE%, KeEECRAEREEE, E
HEERHRNERENERME EER, LE
ERAERERRATR o ETA L AOREHIKER
i, TR RIERT E E R,
REBEEREEREESKRE, BEEBIRAET

xey,
xxy,
Txayy,

Tazyy,
Xy,

'nnn,.
Xy,
Txagy,

Lrrgyy,

]
gy,

2,
7
Xy,

——

53
3

55
55

L7
Ly

Errrgy

§
§§
N~

£§

L th &BIRER T #B/CAIRBEB AR B W R, BlsnE
P — LA T

ERMNR EERFEERBUR N BRREEN
REER, BE5 ENRBEIHNELRRESLURE
MEEREMZBEBRAER, CISEEES Y
frE Er)iRf, RINES LMLl 2R 26,
RIBHKROIRIFEE, MR EREEBAANLE
7%, BETEENREEEAE 8 BITRTE
BEMNERE, M5, SHERHEHEEEN—
BARE . TARAAEIM, ERAKENEALES,
SHERHIARER RER AR L — B8, FELUBE R A
HREEERIIBRG ,

EEE R R P H— AR KRB RIBIRET,
wEBBEELKE, EMAZA RN,

Hp 2z —2FBREKRBLHELN "M B XL
£ B HHERI M TRARE, K48
BRI, AREEREY AR,



PH—EHE (FRNEH, . EBEEX
Bz, BEFEEEEBMERKIIZRERT
By, (BREMIMERRAKRFHIRPRAET
R 70 SAMERSRS, FLAESDEEIFRMINY, EREA
FRERIREFEEZPEEER, MPEE
FIRIEH 3R .

SEONAFIBE AT E ], TR ERArK
Hills poBa st 22 TR, BAREMEMREER
ZM, EBTHEMRA T ERTHE, Sthit

10

BEHHAENERBHT, FEesamEArk Hils
BURR, - thaERRAERBHERBL
B2, WARAEE P LRER HIRAKRAREHE
BEFRENTE.

F A RHPHI B RS TRET, LIRS
HENETEY “EE ERIRIERAR” , MR "ELER
REVERRE “FREMEN, E—HEFREN
B, SHATHEMETEURIHEETEAE
A, BREBOKE, A ¥, BRAEGHR

1 REKBLRN TH 0 ERELRE
The Himawari sunlight collector
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Light from the Himawari diffused over greenery in the ‘plant dome.’
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Sunlight from the Himawari bathes a grove of bamboo at the entrance
to the office building
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4 ORBRBEMAZMZRAMELLEY
Trees and plants thriving in the business center

5 tHREEMNATMZAMMALELEY
Trees and plants thriving in the business center

6 EEFAXBRENERABLCTEELE
Greenery is needed where people congregate, as in the hotel lobby

T EFEEXBEFENHANKBBE
A relaxation area within the metropolis

A twenty-four hour “intelligent” office build-
ing and hotel for international businessmen ; a
TV studio devoted exclusively to news and
information ; a classical music concert hall;
urbantype apartments with the daily life ser-
vices as good as those of a luxury hotel; a
central plaza with flowing water and abundant
greenery ; and community establishments.

“Ark Hills” -that is provided with these
diversified functions which have been so hand-
somely blended in harmony with each other

that it defies all attempts to conjecture its
area, which actually is as expansive as 5.6
hectares. This was completed in March of
1986, and built in the center of a triangle for-
med by the connections of three points, i.e.,
Roppongi, Akasaka, and Toranomon-the dis-
trict of, say, the face of Tokyo-the economic,
political, and cultural center of Japan. Ark
Hills, therefore, is required be possessed of
business functions such as collecting every
worldwide information on the one hand and

dispatching information to the world on the
other. While meeting the requirements of such
functions, the scheme had to solve the problem
of how to successfully reconcile human living
with cultural functions. Thus, the development
was conducted with the worldwide expecta-
tions focused on this very point.

The features of the environmental design of
Ark Hills, as the name suggests, lies in taking
full advantage of its topology. Ark Hills is
located on hills with the difference in level

11
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Businessmen fill the park at lunchtime

9 TEREFFAK B BEME LN EERMYR
The pergola relieves the sense of pressure from high-rise buildings

10 TEZEEFKEIREBEEAENEEROBR
The pergola relieves the sense of pressure from high-rise buildings

1 EER
The event space

reaching a full eighteen meters, the equivalent
of six stories.

Originally the hillock was an area where
hundreds of wooden houses were densely built-
up, accessed by roads so narrow that neither
fire trucks nor ambulances could maneuver
easily. The development of the area involved
the dual task of meeting the local residents
needs and at the same time giving the city an
excellent civic facility.

The environmental design which effectively

12

utilized the differences in hill level has been
successfully achieved by arranging a variety of
functions in stages.

The placement of the office buildings and
hotel along Roppongi Boulevard, at the lowest
elevation, was a considered strategy for the
effective use of such services. At the middle
level the plaza, commercial darea, TV studio
and concert hall were constructed. On the
highest ground, in an area interspersed with
gardens and green zones where a flock of birds

hovers around, living accommodations were
established. The walkways laid above the con-
cert hall and TV studio are good examples of
the efforts to wisely utilize the contoured land-
scape.

Looking deep into the individual environ-
mental design reveals every contrivance and
nice presentation that have been effected in
detail. Some examples are summarized as fol-
lows : There are bird watching equipment and
a landscape at the highest level where birds
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gather and plants bear fruit. At the Ark Plaza,
there are a movable pergola and corridors
diminishing the dominating effect of the high-
rise structures. A waterfall located in a posi-
tion to receive the Plaza presents changing
expressions like the appearance of a moving
stage curtain, enhancing the atmosphere of the
central plaza. Above the entrance to the con-
cert hall, there is a pipe organ which starts
playing music to announce the time with the
automated facade open. Signboards with com-

12 TEREFRIKEBEEOBOEAROYE
The pergola relieves the sense of pressure from high-rise buildings

13 AXZR

Public Space

plex functions, bus stops with comfortable
shelters, floors that run from inside to without
cleavage, reducing the sense of opposition::-
There are important considerations in the
modern environmental designs for the 21st
Century. Two design innovations which cannot
be overlooked, in this sense, include the gather-
ing and transferring of sunlight from the “Him-
awari” system via glass fiber conductors to the
basement or lobbies in the building and dispers-
ing the light with lamps, so that plants can

14 @EBRIRBAArk Hillsgy i
A guide ro Ark Hills, the omni-environment city

15 @EXEARBHRBRE
An interior public walkway

flourish. The second is “breathing air condi-
tioning system”. Making fresh air available to
every room in a high-rise structure is impoassi-
ble, but installing air conditioners in the pocket
of the vertical lattice
improves circulation. This system was first

in the outer walls

implemented on a partial basis at Akasaka
Towers, and fully as a basic system at Ark
Hills.

These distinct elements of environmental
design were all developed based on the design

13



concept of Ark Hills. The very cooperative
effort to build up a town on the parts of the
developer and area residents, apanning a total
of twenty years, is what has made this project
a success. Future large-scale urban develop-
ments will benefit from the experienced
processes covering from the adjustment of
regal claims to land to the zoning design that
went into this civic development project.

It is of deep significance that the design of
“Information City by Advanced Technology”

14

\‘\\‘\\W
N

16 AR ARTHACK Hills gy 185 8% i
A guide ro Ark Hills, the omni-environment city

17 AR TABNBRE
Broadcasting center of the TV station, which has six lower floors

18 MBEE AR RITNBE
Streertlights designed to compliment the building

19 HREBANTASTRERXEREEDR
The world's largest, exclusively classic music concert hall

20 Ark Hills2&
Ark Hills in total perspective
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has been accpmplished not by a “Spot Building
Development”, i.e., sub-dividing and erecting a
building on a single block of land but by a
“Community-oriented Revitalization of City
Covering an Extensive Area”.

It is anticipated that Ark Hills will become
an establishment toward which people enter-
tain friendly sentiments as an elegant noted
place that permits the free exchange of goods,
people, and information from around the world
by its vigorous management, stimulating the

~

growth of a newer urban culture.

The intention of the environmental design of
Ark Hills explicitly indicates suggestions and
orientations toward the future, the influencing
power of which is almost unfathomable.
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