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EERHNER
<C  Follow Your Dream T

I have a friend named Monty Roberts who owns a horse ranch’ in San
Ysidro. He has let me use his house to put on fund-raising® events to
raise money for youth at risk programs.

The last time | was there he introduced me by saying, “I want to tell
you why | let Jack use my house. [t all goes back to a story about a young
man who was the son of an itinerant® horse trainer who would go from
stable® to stable, race track® to rack track, farm to farm and ranch to
ranch, training horses. As a result, the boy’ s high school career was
continually interrupted. When he was a senior, he was asked to write a
paper about what he wanted to be and do when he grew up.

“That night he wrote a seven-page paper describing his goal of
someday owning a horse ranch. He wrote about his dream in great detail
and he even drew a diagram of a 200-acre ranch, showing the location of
all the buildings, the stables and the track. Then he drew a detailed
floor—plan® for a 4000~-square—foot house that would sit on a 200-acre
dream ranch.

“He put a great deal of his heart into the project and the next day he
handed it in to his teacher. Two days later he received his paper back. On
the front page was a large red F with a note that read, ‘see me after class’,

“The boy with the dream went to see the teacher after class and

asked, ‘Why did | receive an F?’
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“The teacher said, ‘This is an unrealistic dream for a young boy like
you. You have no money. You come from an itinerant family. You have no
resources. Owning a horse ranch requires a lot of money. You have to buy
the land. You have to pay for the original breeding stock” and later you’ll
have to pay large stud® fees. There’s no way you couid ever do it.” Then
the teacher added, *If you will rewrite this paper with a more realistic goal,
| will reconsider your grade.’

“The boy went home and thought about it long and hard. He asked
his father what he should do. His father said; ‘Look, son, you have to
make up your own mind on this. However, | think it is a very important
decision for you.’

“Finally, after sitting with it for a week, the boy turned in the same
paper, making no changes at all. He stated, ‘You can keep the F and 1’ Il
keep my dream.’

Monty then turned to the assembled group and said, “| tell you this
story because you are sitting in my 4,000-square-foot house in the
middle of my 200-acre horse ranch. | still have that school paper framed
over the fireplace.” He added, “The best part of the story is that two
summers ago that same school teacher brought 30 kids to camp out on
my ranch for a week. When the teacher was leaving, he said, “Look,
Monty, | can tell you this now. When | was your teacher, | was something
of a dream stealer. During those years | stole a Iot of kids’ dreams.
Fortunately you had enough gumption® not to give up yours.”

Don’t let anyone steal your dreams. Follow your heart, no matter what.
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There’ s a voice that calls to some of us,
From somewhere deep inside,
A voice that will not give us peace,
Until at least we’ ve tried,
To catch that bright elusive' star,
Though foolish it may seem,
To those not driven as we are,
To hold on to a dream.
It’ s not just thoughts of fame or wealth,
That keeps us hanging on.
When others would have given up,
When all but hope is gone,
When sometimes even hope grows dim?,
And casts® its faintest* beam®,
We wonder if it” s worth it all,
Ta hold on to a dream.
And then that voice inside of us,

That others cannot know,
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Tells us that our chance will come,
That we must not let go,
If we can only persevere®,
Someday our star will gleam’!
And they’ Il know why we had to try,

To hold on to our dream.
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Suppose someone gave you a pen—a sealed’, solid—colored® pen.

You couldn’ t see how much ink it had. It might run dry after the first
few tentative® words or last just long enough to create a masterpiece* (or
several) that would last forever and make a difference in the scheme of
things. You don’t know before you begin.

Under the rules of the game, you really never know. You have to take
a chance®l

Actually, no rule of the game states you must do anything. instead of
picking up and using the pen, you could leave it on a shelf or in a drawer
where it will dry up, unused.

But if you do decide to use it, what would you do with it? How would
you play the game?

Would you plan and plan before you ever wrote a word? Would your
plans be so extensive that you never even got to the writing?

Or would you take the pen in hand, plunge® right in and just do it,
struggling to keep up with the twists and turns’ of the torrents® of words
that take you where they take you?

Would you write cautiously and carefully, as if the pen might run dry
the next moment, or would you pretend or believe (or pretend to believe)
that the pen will write forever and proceed accordingly?

And of what would you write: Of love? Hate? Fun? Misery? Life?

Death? Nothing? Everything?
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