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BlsclErelace

People in ancient times wore accessories
and jewels on different parts of the body.
China’s ancient accessories have constituted
an essential part of the institution of ancient
costumes. Ancient people not only bedecked
themselves with accessories but also
endowed them with auspicious meaning and
special meaning related to religion, power
and etiquette.

Various China’s ancient accessories
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have been retaining their original exquisite
workmanship withstanding the test of time.
Their designs deriving from plants, animals,
myths, legends, historical stories and
auspicious meanings presented the profound
cultural connotation. They constituted the
mixture of China’s history, literature, folk
custom and art.

You will find China’s ancient accessories
with auspicious meanings and fine jewelry
from this book. The beautiful pictures make
complicated subjects understandable to you
so that you will learn more about Chinese
traditional culture, folklore and customs

when savoring the artistic beauty of China’s

ancient accessories.
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Introduction of Accessories
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Accessories added the crowning touch to ancient Chinese costumes. As
an important part of ancient Chinese costumes, accessories reflected
people’s common desire for peace, security and propitiousness in

addition to being used as ornaments.
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> Origin and Evolution of
Accessories

When tracing the origin of accessories,
we could notice that the history of
wearing accessories was earlier than
that of wearing costumes. As early as
the Paleolithic Period, primitive people
started to wear some small objects made
of quartz stone, gravel, graphite, agate,
obsidian, animal teeth, clam shells and
other materials on their bodies to ward
off evils and show off the wealth. Other
daily used items and tools became the
main ornaments in the primitive society.
Such accessories as bored animal
teeth, sea clam shells, stone beads and
grass carp fish bone with carved lines
have been found in the ruins of Upper
Cave Man, about 18000 years ago. The
number of bored animal teeth reached as
many as 125 including 29 fox canines,

29 deer laniarii and incisor teeth, 17 wild
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Unearthed Ornaments of Paleolithic
Period from the Ruins of Upper Cave Men
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raccoon canines, two weasel canines
and one tiger’s incisor. Upper Cave Men
strung these teeth which were drilled
on the root and dyed red with ferrous
powder. They wore them around the
neck and wrist or hung on their clothes as
ornaments.

Neolithic Age, starting point
of civilized society, witnessed
unprecedented development in the
agriculture, handicraft, culture and
commodity exchange. Other events also

happened at that time. They were the
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Unearthed Neolithic Jade in the Ruins of
Hemudu, Yuyao, Zhejiang Province

Unearthed accessories in the ruins of Hemudu,
Yuyao were mostly patternless and small-sized
jade ornaments such as Huang, Jue, pipes and
beads, which have been one of the earliest
types of jade ornaments.
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Unearthed Neolithic Stone Pendants

These unearthed accessories included hairpins,
necklaces, arm ornaments, bracelets and rings.
They were made of stones, pottery, bones,

animal teeth, horns and so forth.
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in the Ruins of Dawenkou Culture,
‘ Shandong Province
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formation of nations, urban and rural
division, polarization between the rich
and the poor, class antagonism, invention
of pictograph and the establishment of
national institutions. Characterized by the
development of agricultural economy in
Central Plains region, China stepped into

the transitional stage from the primitive
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clan to slavery system.

During that period, accessories
became more diverse. They were
not limited to the necklace and waist
ornaments. Rings, Jue, bracelets and
combs (either used as combing hair or
hairpins for decoration) appeared. The
unearthed combs alone were made of
different materials such as jade, animal
teeth and bones. A very unique accessory
known as “buckle” was used for linking
to the belt. Initially it was commonly
made of jade. When it prevailed in the
Spring and Autumn Period, “buckle” was
made of other materials.

Jade ornaments have been made
preciously and beautifully since wearing
jade ornaments prevailed in the Shang
Dynasty (1600 B.C.-1046 B.C.) and
the Western Zhou Dynasty (1046
B.C.-771 B.C.). In the Shang Dynasty,
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Unearthed Neolithic Jade Jue with Mixed Pattern of Pig and Dragon, in the Ruins of

Hongshan Culture, Inner Mongolia

This jade Jue was in the shape of letter “C" with an engraved beast head out of proportion to the size of
its body. It had a pig-like snout in round and long shape with straight lips. Its crouched body was in the
shape of cylinder without arm and leg. Its mouth and tail were placed end to end. There were two small
drilled holes at the back of the beast for tying ropes. Some scholars believe that it was the prototype of
the dragon, but others believe that it was a design of the pig, hence its name.
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jade ornaments were full of aesthetic
taste with different decorative patterns
such as birds, fish, beasts and human
faces. Based on various unearthed arm
ornaments in the Shang tomb of Anyang,
Henan Province, in addition to hairpins,
it was obvious that ornaments on arms
were also popular at that time. They were
varied in shapes. Some of them were long
and wide with convex edge in the middle.

Others were in the shape of concave arc
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Unearthed a Jade Ywan in the Ruins of Liangzhu Culture,

Zhejiang Province (Neolithic Age)
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Unearthed Neolithic Jade Cong (bracelet)
in the Ruins of Liangzhu Culture, Zhejiang
Province
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Bone Hairpin (Shang Dynasty)

The making process of bone hairpins in the Shang
and Zhou Dynasties became more elaborate. Used as

an ornament, the bone hairpin was not only a tool for
making hairdo but also an important ornament to show

Jade Huang (a kind of arch-shaped
jade) (Shang Dynasty)

The size of unearthed jade Huang (Shang
Dynasty) was only one third of B/, a round
flat piece of jade with a hole in its center.

off the wearer’s social status.
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with convexity in the middle and bulge
on both sides. And there are others like
bowl holders, bulge on the inner rim.
Carrying out the kingship as the
center of ruling system, China’s slavery
reached the heyday in the Western Zhou
Dynasty. Jade sacrificial vessels were
widely used in the ceremonial activities.
Later on some of them developed into
jade ornaments. Strings of jade appeared
at that time. Although many jade
accessories were simple in shape, patterns
tended to be complex. Such patterns as
phoenixes, double lines, dragons, rabbits

and deer were commonly used.
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Strings of Jade Unearthed in Yingguo Tomb,
Henan Province (Western Zhou Dynasty)

It was hung on grave master's chest, which was linked
up with many jade tubes and beads. There were
elegant patterns on the trapezoid-shaped pendant
connected with a string of jade for hanging on the neck.

Beneath the pendant were four strings of double-folded
jade tubes dangling from the chest.
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Jade Deer-shaped Pendant (Western Zhou Dynasty)

The pattern which was commonly used in the Western Zhou
Dynasty depicted a deer in the position of crouching looking far
into the distance. It was in silhouette style, simple but vivid.
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Jade Tiger-shaped Pendants(Spring and Autumn Period)
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The Spring and Autumn and Warring
States Period (770 B.C.-221 B.C.)
witnessed the transitional stage between
slavery and feudalism. With the boom in
regional culture, every kingdom exerted
a great effect on diversified styles of
accessories resulting in the integration of
different art techniques.

Because of the exquisite
craftsmanship and patterns with symbolic
meaning, jade accessories dominated any
other accessory during that period. The
wearer’s social status could be identified
based on the unearthed accessories. Gold
and silver mining industry emerged in

the Spring and Autumn Period so a large
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number of gold and silver accessories
were found in the tombs of the Warring
States Period.

Jade Jue prevailed in that period of
time. Some were in penannular shape
with or without patterns. Others were in
columnar shape with an opening. The
buckle accessory made of gold, silver,
jade, bronze and other materials was also
popular. In addition to hollow-out carving
patterns, some bronze buckles were
inlaid with turquoise. Others were gilt on
copper and silver. The techniques were
extremely exquisite. Diverse patterns on
the jade Huang of the Spring and Autumn
Period tended to be more complex, such

as dragon, phoenix.
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Restoration Painting of Colored Drawing
Pottery Unearthed in Xinyang, Henan
Province (Warring State Period)

Two figures in the drawing wore crossed collar
and right-buttoned garment with loose arced
sleeves. It was decorated with diamond-shaped

edge, beads, colored ribbons and groups of jade
ornaments.



