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PREFACE

“Open-mindedness makes largeness”;
SO an artist should always have a mind as
open as a valley. There once lived a great
painter and calligrapher who had made a
whole pond of water, in which he cleaned
his brush, become black. Studying and
practising with dilligence has been my set
principle for the past several decades.

Born and brought up in Yuhuan, an is-
land off the southeast coast of Zhejiang, |
am forthright and somewhat unconstrained
by nature. It is the surroundings of my
hometown that has formed my “sealike”
character.

| started from “a stroke” and have been
holding “a stroke"” throughout my whole
work. | cling to the faith that basic skills are
of great importance to me.

Since childhood | have been taking
great interest in painting and calligraphy. At
first | learned from folk art and “The Mustard
Seed Garden Manual of Painting” was my
first teacher. In 1954 | entered the Central
Academy of Fine Arts, East China Branch,
majoring in figure painting, and spent five
years there. After graduation | remained in
the Academy as a teacher and became a
disciple of Pan Tianshou, the great master of
traditional Chinese painting. Under his in-
struction | engaged in flower-and-bird paint-
Ing exclusively. | also studied the styles of
Xu Wei, Chen Hongshou, Ba Da, Shi Tao,
Wu Changshuo, Huang Binhong, and other
masters, ancient and modern, Chinese and
Foreign, to assimilate the quintessence of
the art of painting.

| kept on observing and learning from
nature and life to seek for the sources arjd
canons of art. | have had it that as an artist

one should make not only a faithful succes-
sor but also a brave innovator. The ultimate
achievement of an artist, in the final analysis,
rests on his artistic attainments and moral
character, and this is what | have been striv-
ing after.

In art | admire the beauty of boldness
and freeness, and the meaningful artistic
conception. Being a Chinese artist, | will pur-
sue the Chinese national style while develop-
ing a new style of my own. Using traditional
Chinese painting brush and ink, | try to de-
velop a new Chinese ink and wash which
can reflect the style and features of our age.

| have taught at the Academy of Fine
Arts for more than 30 years. A strong sense
of responsibility prompts me to teach con-
scientiously and some contributions have
been made. Besides teaching | also take up
writing. My published books include “Glean-
ings of Pan Tianshou's Talks on Painting”, “A
Guide to Appreciation of Masterpieces in
Chinese Art”, “Basic Skills of Traditional
Chinese Flower-and-bird Painting”, “A Col-
lection of Ye Shangqing’s Pictorial and Cal-
ligraphic Works”, “A Manual of Flower-and-
bird Painting”. Some of my works have been
exhibited and published at home and ab-
road; some collected in the national
museum.

This collection is just a brief sum-up and
reflection of my career as an artist. Imperfect
as they are, the pieces displayed here may
bring you artistic treat and fun. | hope to pro-
fit by the advice and criticism that its readers
will kindly give me.

Ye Shangqging
Hangzhou
December, 1990
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