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Unit 1
"Hpu rt I  Pre-reading Activities

Listen to the passage again and answer the following questions according to what you hear. The
last question is open —ended and may have different answers.

1. Time.

2. Short conversations or small exchanges with strangers.

3. (Open - ended. )

"“Pa rt I  Section A Time - Conscious Americans

HERSBHEEA

—. BT8R

Americans’ time — consciousness £ B A# B WM A: FH 61353 “ £ B AL B 9] 45 4
#,)” $RAANEA -AEEZHER, RNERHE “HTHARZR2KL” ., £BANRDH
BA—-RARGTR, HANEALEZRTRLRmAEE, $BEAZESMA L
RMERGHISIBEXFamed B, Na-FRF2iie s Tadeta 2HF 247,
EFVAFTHMEFHZORBIELFR, AREFZRZBLTHEFLR, FMNBTEMITHY S
EI#BLBH, AMBRIAEEEAROGERAFRE SRR, FHNELER

BARY - FZEARBEARERARRABII: REESD? SRRRFRZRE |
R, R kAR R R
=\ R

Americans are very time — conscious. They consider time as a precious resource. So it
seems that everyone is in a rush. They are trying to get things done within the least possible
time. Therefore, they make every effort to save time, for example, producing a steady flow of
labor - saving devices, communicating through faxes, phone calls or emails. In American‘s
view, work efficiency, not much time spent in a job, is the most important thing.

SCEFTRLRSER E AN FEESHE MR EERESRWRIR, B
EEABITOAAN, REABRSFRERENNEAZREENES, Hit, fhilg
FREVARE, thin, RHAWTARBIREE, #BdEE. BE, ATBERES,
AEEANRE, BAEMEETE, RRENEHESFEENER.

@ Fn

The government has budgeted $ 10 million for education spending. B F¥— T FEIT
WMAHEWEH

N
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OV I BEBASRTE (F) BERE ASAKMS E2M ——
# She is extremely busy, so she has to budget her time carefully. Hit#% T, FFLLOZLEF
AP,
Congress has approved the new educational budget. E4 i it THHE T WE .
2. charge v. [A]---+-- ek, B4
As long as you've paid in advance we won’t charge you for delivery. R BRI,
BATRARWARELE B2 o
This store often charges only 65 US cents a dozen for large eggs. —$T KM EAEXKIE B
HENENTHES .

3. acute odj. 8UEH; HWEH; CEK
The patient is complaining of acute earache. %5 ALE- R
He suffers from acute depression. {th B 7 ™ & I PERAE o
She has acute hearing. HFHIBHEEHINT S
4. restless adj. K, RNEH
The audience was becoming restless. JRAATHETHLATH BT T o
restlessly adv. [ERHL, AEHL
The lion paced the floor of his cage restlessly. -7/ B ih 76 845 B £ K 7E £,
He changed his position restlessly, as he revolved scheme after scheme. ity {5 B 5F
BRNES, BEE-ITX—NES
5. elbow n. Jf v. FEATHESRIE A
: Leave a radio at the patient’s elbow. ZEJRAFHB —MRFHL.
@5’ He elbowed his way over to where we stood. {h[SERIBEMIH B T 33k,
R s [##BC]) at one’s elbow FEF5H
elbow one’s way into/through FH &R i B — 77 M 384T T B8
6. abrupt adj. HEH, TILEY; RAK, B
It’s very unlike him to be so abrupt. filiX -4 ¥ & A RGBT BIRET .
The abrupt change of schedule gave me lots of trouble. T IR AF BT & BiF £ FK
Bio
7. opening adj. FFIRH; n. FRALSRL, PEEUMAL; AERERLL
There is no opening for secretaries at our company at present. F{I ]\ T LEBEH S50
b,
Her friendly opening speech set the tone for the whole conference. ifh &% i B 5 165 &
TENSVER,
8. ritual adj. BUfTH, BEH; o BH
She went through her usual ritual of making sure all the doors were locked before she went
to bed. it FIRZATHEBBIRE —THARITERENU LT,
The police issued the usual ritual apology. 4 &3 T 1 H M ER SCERX KB,
9. interaction n. 3Zii; MHESERA, I
You will have the chance for interaction with that girl tomorrow. B RXARKGAH PLESFIE
ZEZ W o
— 2 _
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10. convention n. J&; i#Y; <; K&

" She redeemed her reputation with a powerful speech to the party convention. i i1 3E

REXSMTHEAIMEHRTHRET BSHFE,

Convention requires that such meetings open with prayer. | FERXFHEHNESN Y
AIT# T iR

11. leisure n. ZS[H, WIE; &K, &

I resent these incursions into/upon my leisure time. B G HERE, REK
B

Life today is compartmentalized into work and leisure. Bf4>4= §% 43 5% T4 F1 PR B B 8
5o

[JRAEH]] leisurely adj. MZRM, AHRICH

12. assess v. PEHY, PEAlk

Meanwhile, I am arranging for Mr. Smith, one of our inspectors, to call and assess the
damage. A< AR IEZHRITRZE R L BHEE, FHETHTEHREK,

She look at the house and assess its market value, fF TE B FIHGE T HITHME,

13. surroundings n. EEIHEHEY); Wi

The chameleon’s skin replicates the pattern of its surroundings. A5 81 #) B BT BEI 3%
&3 R

He immediately noticed the amenity of his new surroundings. {37 2|32 B) T HIHEH)
BAZL,

14. probe v. 7 ; HF n. HéF

He probed the mud with a stick, looking for the ring he had dropped. {7 B
BRI, BREIRKMHIE.

The brain surgeon asked the nurse to pass him a probe. i/ EFHE BB IREHHE LS
fibo

15. social adj. #&:fy, #H3EM

Many social services are still provided by voluntary societies in our city. ZEFRTAIILTT,
WEHSRFREHEBAEERERN,

We are invited to a small social gathering. A THEBES M — /NI AR L,

16. tick v. (%F. R%) WEW 2. (5h. KEW) WEH

Each tick of the clock was bringing the fatal hour nearer. PEZE Bt&hHE—MHEH,
R ZIBERIET .

Meanwhile the minutes kept ticking away. LAY, Bfja]—4r—4riidk,

[#8C] tick away/by (BffE]—43—FbHh) T

17. consequently adv. K, FrlA

At the dinner, Mr. Blank was in his cups when he made his speech and consequently it
was the most amusing speech of the evening. VEE I, 772 A4 BB ZFR T —FiHE,

— 3 —
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*T R, BEK ERPRERE A
He had been ill for a long time and consequently he was behind in his work. w718
A, FEILELRT IR,

18. device n. 8%k, ¥K&E; ik, F&

The television receiver is an electronic device. ELPRIEINESE—FIHE FHRE,

She got the information by some device. 1tz FFEFFEIRB T ER .

19. given prep. INSEHEH|

Given the same treatment again, he is sure to get well. RBEHAMETY -,
HESEM.

Given the government’s record on unemployment, their chances of winning the election
look poor. XETFEUFFEANIE S AR F MRIIAE, MATEEREPRENILEAR,

20. electronic adj. M FiR&H,; BTH

The firm is Britain’s main producer of electronic equipment. %2\ F) A9 E LB A HF
WEHE 2o

I like to read books on electronic music. FREWRIE—HRXTHTERMH.

21. significance n. HZH; BEEEX

This new discovery of oil is of great significance to this area’s economy. X K BLHIA
XXX WL TR B ERHE

The proposals they put forward at the meeting were of little significance. fifiJ7E< L
HHENTRZE,

22. conduct v. H4T; FLHE; 57 (BREH) n. T4, #LL

Copper conducts electricity better than iron does. 4 i) 388 14 HL k98 o

They hired agents to conduct their affairs. ffiTEFH ARG EABIHES,

The reporter was accused of unprofessional conduct. FE{(iCH B IEH TR POV EEK
TH.

23. obtain v. 3k7%, 153

He failed to obtain a scholarship. B A KBS &,

They obtained a loan from the government. h{i7\BAFHR E18 B —ZHK,

24. whereas conj. #RTi; {BE

Some people like fatty meat, whereas others hate it. 5 ABWABH, WA AHR
ERo

His children are well bred, whereas those of his sister’s are naughty. fhFET1RA 2
5%, (BfbiHiHAEF AR

25. efficient adj. HFEEH

He is an efficient manager. i R—{(/INERRBHNLH,

It is not efficient to hire poorly trained workers. J& RN T ALY T/E
&,

[ Bifr] efficient, effective

efficient B3E TAEBER ; HAWERN efficiency, BH “BH, HR,

— 4 —




effective REAHLMPWR TR, 724 THR: RAABRN cffectivencss, HH
IR, B :

26. elapse v. (BflH]) &, #E

Three years have elapsed since we last met. Ffi] LIKMHRESEE T =4,

Months had elapsed before I heard from my friend again. )L/ A & HFRA BRI
RAKHE.

27. skillful adj. BAZRH; HEITH

That actress is both skillful and beautiful. FB{i 23 A ETIGE XK BER,

Her father is a skillful carpenter. BB RE—NFZLHFHAKRIE,

28. competent adj. BN ; BETHI; MAER

I summed her up as a competent manager. FIAGHBENREBET NS,

He is competent enough to fill that position. il & LA BEAEARHASL .

29. fulfill v. JBAT, $hAT; LB, R

The company has to fulfill the terms of its obligation. X~A BlAFBIT A R

Though they think it takes no more than three days to fulfill the mission, I believe it takes
not less than six days. BRMATANERXEFAT=X, BRIUNELTEAKX,

1. fall behind &7+ )=4iii)

The major world powers are afraid of falling behind in the arms race. 5 & K5RE M
REEZSZRDER

France has fallen behind ( Germany) in coal production. ¥:E¥EFEF EHIEE TEHE
To

2. result in 2; &R MER

Their dispute resulted in war. fBfITHFHRSFET ESH.

Excessive dosage of this drug can result in injury to the liver. XFIZH MBS EN
R,

3. run out 5¢; R

Our food soon ran out. AT EMAABIZIET .

Could I have a cigarette? I seem to have run out ( of them) . 253 — AT G? A (4H)
REZE i A

4. in a rush S #b

It was finally a remark of Edith’s that brought him to his feet in a rush of anger. Bf5E
Pl p—aE, FRSE—-TFITEX,

I found the work being done in a rush. 3R B {44E & IE A2 Hb 8 5 o

5. go with R &4, FEFE

Happiness doesn’t necessarily go with money. RN PERIE BRI

Disease always goes with poverty. 5955 BRI R,

6. work at 3 hT; MN&F

Juan’s English isn’t very good, but he works at it. RN EER KLY, ATBBRHIhE

— 5 —




¥,
é If you work at it hard enough, you can grind an iron rod into a needle. HERE, &
B gt o

7. in person ¥2H, *5

It was fitting that he should be here to receive the prize in person. LR i% 3% HREA
*to

The winner will be there in person to collect the prize. X&KL E AR AGEHL,

8. due to BF

The television station apologized for the interference, which was due to bad weather
conditions. HLRANHBIMTRBREE, HEHE T ELHRIRIUERA

His successes were largely due to luck. fBHIEINFEIEIER,

9. pour into KEHA (HHREESH)

The government has poured millions into educational reform. BUFZAEH TR E LEHA
BET.

1. Americans believe no one stands still. (L1) EE A ANER ASEH AT
fEtr. MY stand REER BT, F#R A TRERARSEEFE”, sill REEFRA,
FfERIE, BRE “HILH, A3,
2. Time is one of the two elements that Americans save carefully, the other being
' labor. (L3) MEIEEEAFEFANHNIERZ—, B—TEFF,
@5/ f@#fr: the other being labor 7l 57 F #8454 o
'ﬁ“ = 3. We budget it, save it, waste it, steal it, kill it, cut it, account for it; we also
charge for it. (L6) FATZHEATIE], WLntE], JRERATE], Friimdia], HEERE . 48
Bt ARREATE]; FRATEE E A E TSR A

Rt A i F8ETE], 8 IS RSIEMEIRE, RnntEREREE,

4. Normally, Americans do not assess their visitors in such relaxed surroundings
over extended small talk; much less do they take them out for dinner, or around on the
golf course while they develop a sense of trust. (L26) —itihik, EEARRSEINN
AR BT KA R R IR E AW, MMIEASR THHAFEMFEAL
PRUATEEI YIS S = /8

M. A0 E TR Americans do not assess their visitors. .. much less do they take
them. ... much less BEE “EARE", FHEEEHSEH,

5.... we communicate rapidly through faxes, phone calls or emails rather than
through personal contacts, which though pleasant, take longer——especially given our
traffic —filled streets. (L32) HATETRIEZE . fTHIEERR B T HRAFPRE M 5 A ST
W, MAFEXEERH, FEERSARE, BENEEESHNME, HHEEERHEN
et

fEtr. Aa P FEFE... we communicate. .. through... rather than through. ..,
EFR B2 15 M A] which. .. take longer {&/ffi personal contacts, M\ E]HH though pleasant

—_— 6 —




H1 especially given our traffic ~ filled streets.

6. Unless a certain amount of time is allowed to elapse, it seems in their eyes as if
the task being considered insignificant, not worthy of proper respect. (L49) Z{{1&
*, MBAE—ENERLE—-HHYE, BLAXGERFERELEEEY, ~AMEH
SBFELNEN. :

B AP EF R - it seems in their eyes as if -+, as if JFHBENEERIES, H
FARGHRARLHERI, U A8 ET,

7. In the US, however, it is taken as a sign of skillfulness or being competent to
solve a problem, or fulfill a job successfully, with speed. (L52) BRAXE, sEREMm
MR IR RS R TAE, WA RA K. AHREHHRE.

Bt Aad it OB FE, EEMNEEBERGEMAFER to solve a problem, or
fulfill a job successfully.

FERSENERA

ERANANYEAALIEE R, wRARELRR, HOBAE, TALARLT —

ARG THRE. FBFEEORK, HAZLBAZEYRYHINEEZ—, 3
—ANEE

ZFTEAMML: “RARAARIREMN” AT S EEEL
WEBRTH, RNZHEE, FLORE, RERA, FRarm, KAMR, 5K
Bl ERE; SNIZANRNHKRED, FAR—FEXUER, F5ARER
AERE AEMER—2dE, RARTLAT, KNA LA TES 4L R
AEL,

SAAMNLRAGE P RRTRRAR: EMAREFFEHY—FFRLTES
LTFo REARLLERADERAS, EHEZRNERRERBLZERED LA
BF, BAATARKEY S, ABHHRABREA, §RAARE SRR LIE,
BE-~EREIRRTEABEGEET £, THHARAARZ RN, ELLAE
BT, AMIFHERNALE, EHTRARI AT, dkeatTh, hELAAKRE
AMFFBEF, AMMBREA GG DAL, IR ALRARE, RENLHERAS
FAANMERS, RELAXRAFHEAIAY, RREBAANFEESHEE, » L
AR E I ER RRT HH,

#ERALEANACHRERSHAT GG RE, RNELLRIARAHEERR A
RBREAGLTRIE, BELHRAMNATEARY—F T4, AMNLHFTLEE
ARG BT LR A B R R ER G, — Ok, tEARRSARH
R LA KR GABFRIPEEAN, NERLATHIELERFEAR XL
BHEA KB RIS, RRBMNEFRBL LR R R B ALRFER T REAHY,
BRI TS EEF, Bl @R AERNGFLELELEH S b %,

BRAMFFEHRFANE, RNLAAT —RAATESDHWER; KNG
REFE, TLHFERRL LT HRARBILERARFIA, ARAABNEIR, EXRR
AAM, 2HERRSGEA, LAREZBRIFN, BALENX S HAAR Y
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)% < MBBASKE (E=)) REKE FSAIHRS F2M ——

A ZHETEAGNH AL AARGAIR2 E,

REMNAEE, LFRANEARALF AR REANT A LFHOERM, £F
EERE, MAXEERTZIARS, T2adERIIE, £, REHALE
BAABEF, KOAEAANBRR S RESHARELLE, FREZLNFRERER
BEegE M, mBTRELETEEMRRS BN FEA,

(RABERZ—ANLHEEIR, LIFEMAREAREREE, SMAFR, ZHX
FRHARA S, REBBS. WHPRFEFEL, R ERLELRGAEZZ T,
ﬁﬂﬁ%%%k%ﬁm AHSRBAETEAH-AFE: XANLERFRA—RY
MBI SR EN LRSS,

REMERERNA, BT AL IMRAETAN T KEZ—FRAL, ER-MNA
R, WwRAE— A RLE~HFE, R2X4FRGFRAALRREY, REF
BTELGEMR, BH, AMIEFAYTE S LB FEGELE, 2441,
RRRBER R R F AR TR T, NERAAZHERE, Ak E, &F,
IHMTE, BAGTE. BAREEIRALS, A “THhFRELR",

=\ RER&IERS5EH
Comprehension of the Text

I. Answer the following questions.

1. The attitude is that if one is not moving ahead, he is falling behind.

2. Time is treated as if it were something almost real. People budget it, save it, waste it,
steal it, kill it, cut it, account for it; they also charge for it. They do this because time is a

pr ecious resource.

3. Everyone is in a rush often under pressure. In the writer$ eyes, city people always
appear to be hurrying to get where they are going, restlessly seeking attention in a store, or
elbowing others as they try to complete their shopping.

4. Don't take it personally. This is because people value time highly, and they resent
someone else “wasting” it beyond a certain appropriate point.

5. New arrivals in America will miss the opening exchange of a business call, the ritual
interaction that goes with a welcoming cup of coffee or tea and leisurely business chats.

6. Americans produce a steady flow of labor — saving devices: they communicate rapidly
through faxes, phone calls or emails rather than through personal contacts.

7. The impersonality of electronic communication has little or no relation to the
significance of the matter at hand.

8. It is taken as a sign of skillfulness or being competent to solve a problem, or fulfill a
job successfully with speed in the US.
Vocabulary

II. Fill in the blanks with the words given below. Change the form where necessary.

1. charge

ME: BREMERIR2E, BAMCFIRAREF,
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2. convention *‘
AR BHERSFAREERGGHETTRE—MEH, :
3. efficient
MR XBARRMBE, MEHHER, FEHOERGERNE,

4. obtain

AR KMERMAFERE O T RERBOCEHE

5. competent

AR ROBBERERENES, BHEMITINE, T2EREBNTHE,

6. assessing

AR XTERNEELFEZN T SIS B LT R m,

7. fulfill

AR APNBUN7EBIX TR EAEF WEE S BEE L

8. conducting

MR RRAFEHITHE, LAFFHE =0 253E XHth '] Bl Br 08 85 /™= B A fT i

9. consequently

R WK, BHXRBBUKERT .

10. significance

AR MHMRINZHENEFARAFREER L, :
IV. Fill in each of the blanks with a suitable preposition or adverb.
1. behind \%%
AR BRIVAEEERFEAT S THTF, =
2. at

AR BiREEC MR K, TRk —EEIMEA RSN
3. in

AR NS R SEATHEA R EASR, BT EIRIERR.
4. out

MR BEFAERGEAK FE KA, ABBKREAET MO

5. to

AR —RXABEEEIETE, MELZ2R T BEHEE,

6. to

AR EHESERER, AMIFEENHGRRZANEERTELE. JBAEF,
7. in

R BRSRR LB AR NBEREARAMRE,

8. with
aE: ARRLER.
9. but

ME: ERFOFRAD, BERARARRDSEEBFANIE, REARERIRS

TR B R R AR
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