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Preface to BpEEH R EHARX by EER

The discovery of the Guodian bamboo-slip manuscripts in
1993 marks a new direction in the history of classical Chinese
philosophy. Never before were modern scholars able to study a
significant collection of philosophical texts exactly as the texts
were copied in the late fourth century B. C. It has been more
than a decade since publication of the complete Guodian
manuscripts in 1998, and in this preface 1 would not be able to
summarize the outpouring of new research inspired by the
manuscripts. Looking back to 1998, the state of the field of
classical Chinese philosophy in 2011 has changed in two obvious
ways. First, it is impossible to isolate the study of the famous
transmitted philosophical texts (such as %8, B2 T, T+, ¥
F. &k T BT, B F) from the new manuscript evidence.
Amidst the diversity of viewpoints expressed by different
scholars regarding the interpretation of the Guodian
philosophical texts, there is unanimity that the texts supply
essential clues to the conditions that spawned the growth of
philosophy in China between the sixth and third centuries B, C.
Second, as ancient philosophical and historical texts have
continued to come to light in the Warring States Chu bamboo
slips acquired and published by the Shanghai Museum and most
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recently in the Tsing-hua University Warring States bamboo
slips, the Guodian texts take on the appearance of the first stage
of an ongoing revolution in modern research on classical Chinese
philosophy. The richness of the manuscript evidence makes
possible a comprehensive revision of intellectual history during
the Golden Age of Chinese philosophy from the time of
Confucius to the founding of the Qin empire.

Dr. Wong Kwan Leung’s study of the Guodian Confucian
texts represents the best quality of scholarship to emerge from
the new historians of classical Chinese philosophy. It. was my
privilege to guide Dr. Wong’s research at the University of
Arizona, where he received his Ph. D. in 2006 with a
dissertation on “Early Confucianism: A Study of the Guodian
Confucian Texts. ” As his teacher I have long known Dr. Wong’s
talent for combining careful research with original speculation.,
He has full command of the transmitted sources as well as the
new manuscript sources. Moreover, as a historian he probes all
available evidence to determine the full social, cultural, political,
and intellectual context behind the representation of ideas in the
Guodian Confucian texts. Whether he is citing the 22 or the =
#, his use of the transmitted sources to demonstrate the exact
significance of a passage from a Guodian text is always precise
and illuminating. If I were asked to identify the single most
admirable quality of Dr. Wong’s book, it would have to be his
unfailing commitment to proving that thorough analysis of the
Guodian Confucian texts provides the basis for addressing the
larger issues in early Confucianism. As a result, Dr. Wong

demonstrates the necessary role of manuscripts in the field of
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classical Chinese philosophy as it is practiced today, and he lays
important groundwork for new directions in a field that is
undergoing exciting changes as we anticipate more manuscript

discoveries that must still lie in the future.

Donald Harper B %

Centennial Professor in Chinese Studies

The University of Chicago

(6 March 2011, in my office at the University)
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