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You should read the
300 pieces of Chinese paintings

Picturesque scenery
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China is an ancient country with abundant culture and long history of drawing. The themes of the painting. firstly—religion,
for example, we have paintings about Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism as well as the widespread belief among people.
Secondly — historical heroes like emperors, tales have been kept for a very long time and stories about Buddha. Thirdly —the
beauty of nature, such as flowers, birds, animals, mountains, rivers, plants, fishes and so on. Finally —scenery of the
astronomy, skills like farming, ordinary life are also great feast for our eyes.

Our ancestors have known the important meaning of drawing, they believed in “Nothing is better than words to express a
thing, also, nothing is better than drawing to keep the appearance of the thing.” Said by Zhang Yanyuan, Tang Dynasty
“famous drawings in past”. The expression in words should rely on the appearance of drawing, only in this way, it can be more
vivid to people, so words and drawings are always going together, they two can’t be separated. But when we look at the ancient
drawings, we can discover that they were based on certain regular, “in Han, Wei, Jin, Liang Dynasty, there’ re a great deal
of drawings about teaching, learning, wise men and so on, in this way people learnt.” Said by Song Lian, Ming Dynasty
“Compositions of Song Lian”, and in this way, drawings made a contribution to art “drawings are telling people which are
permitted and which are forbidden”.

As we can see, since ancient times, people have accustomed to the enlightenment function of painting—it could be easily
perceived out of painting the joys and sorrows of people and all things of the world in the past thousand years, but were blind
to the beauty inside. However, after Song and Yuan Dynasty, there were more and more intellectuals and scholars taking part
in painting as amusement, therefore, its character of reflecting was replaced by expressing, which led to the world of Xieyi. We
have surveyed a large number of ancient painting remains and there are two points: before Tang and Song Dynasty, it was
dominated by “what to draw” and mostly according to certain rules, mainly about people, emperors, politics and indoctrination
in theme, put outline drawing into use; But after Song and Yuan Dynasty, it was inherited by “how to draw”, “ painting
is just meaning” —said by Huang Gongwang “Write About Landscape Painting”, and expanded to mountains, water, flowers

and birds in theme, more common in putting water and ink rendering into use, and more obvious to observe

human beings’ tempermament through.

Art is the cherished memory about the culture of a nation, while traditions are the historical one. Our
Chinese nation has a complex system and obvious regional cultures. Therefore, the beauty of wisdom and
arts twinkling in the history of drawing are great and colorful. For myself, I prefer to consider it as a
book of the spirit about our country, of course,
more like a style inheritance of art ,this is a
drawing tree that go through past to present,
from this book ,we can feel the wandering
spirit and poetic dwelling of culture in our country.
So that’ s all for the introduction.
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