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NOTE

These attempts at an imperfect understanding of some people I
happen to know are the fruits of idle moments. Their proper place is,
of course, the wastepaper basket. But they have given pleasure to some
friends; and it is at the latter’s instance that they have here been brought
together in book form.

I hope where no offence is meant, none will be offended. However,
it is just possible that one or two may object to some of the things I have
said about them. If so, I beg their pardon.

My thanks are due to Mr. Kwei Chungshu, editor of The China Critic,
for his kindness in allowing me to reprint these papers, which first saw

the light in the Intimate Portraits column of that journal.

WEN YUAN-NING

SHANGHAL January, 1935,
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