ZWH

Documenting Dunlﬂuang

Historical Plﬁotographs from the late ang and Republican Periods

The Dunhuang Academy

| i ,’,! b 5‘4 % il

Shanghai Chinese Classics Publishing House



K377,

Documenting Dunhuang
Historical Photographs from the late Qing and RcPublican Periods

The Dunhuang Academy

g R R A

Shanghai Chinese Classics Publishing House



BIEEM%E (CIP) &g
FUELPERY - BRI IR E IR 7 BT Be . — i« Litg

FEHRFE. 201110 (2012.1 THED )
ISBN 978-7-5325-5182-8

OFC DT DS (b ) — i 25
k“ 'Mﬂ—i‘uﬁ ZHE IV, (DK928.6-64 (2)K879.212

VPR AR ] R ATCIPIOE RS 1 (2011) 551786625

T A BEERGY Editor in Chief:  Fan Jinshi

Wi T Y Editor: Luo Huagqing

YOCHIRE: LA T English Translation:  Alastair Morrison
ST A Hﬁ?‘r’i?‘é Responsible Editor:  Lii Ruifeng
kst B Cover Designer:  Yan Kegqin

PR . WS PR
SIS A

[t S REUBEAR A7 B 23 i)
It B Rk
O iR & 627295 BECGRAYS 200020)

(1) #4hl . www.guji.com.en

(2) E—mail:gujil@guji.com.cn

(3) 5 AL . waw.ewen.ce
vt A R R O3 A7 BN vl S5 4 7 eh O SR T RS 8
[ vt R AR R Lt A FR A w] 1 bl
BA 787 x 1092 1/16
g 9.5
FIW: 1.801-3.100
200 VAETOH 5B IR 201245 1 H 4520 Bkl
ISBN 978-7-5325-5182-8 / K.1424
sEE. 78.000C

R

T /| P TR, G BILAR S o M

Bao Jingping



Hh B R A DR I T R < e B AR

Publication SuPPor’cecl 139
China Dunhuang Grottoes Conservation Research Foundation



T VLT L0 P AR R AR AR BT, T2 AT Al AT AY B
JIAIr . AT E0R AR . B BRI
R Z M) SRAEERY BLA AT

Yl fi BN el 1 iy

P& 0T A 1 0 SR A 1 W
AT AT A SR XYL
YE IRl BIAG B L EWE T

B S FIREHBE il 1 i

T PRHBCRE L il S E S

The organisers would like to thank the Fo”owing organizations
that have gcncrouslq su Ppllcd material for the exhibition
D(')cumcnf;?g Dun/7u:9ng : Historical Pﬁc7togapﬁs from the
late Qing and KC/DUA//can Feriods:

The British Libr‘arq

The State Hermitage Museum

Musée national des Arts amahqtje&Guxmet

The Needham Rescarch Institute

l_lbrarq of the Hungarnan Ac.ac]cmq of Sciences

The Academia Sinica,Institute of History and Pl’nlologlg
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Thanl«@ also to the International Dunl-luang Project
(IDP) for their contributions and suPPort -

The International Dunl’luang Project IDP) 1s a grouncl—
Ereakxng international collaboration to make information and
images o{: a” manuscrlpts. Pannhngs, fextlle,s and a thacts From
Dunhuang and archaeologrcal sites of the Eastern Silk Road
‘r'ree!;, available on the Internet and to encourage their use
tlnroug‘w educational and research rograms. These images

canbe Frcelg accessed on the IDP website, hﬁ'P://nclP.H.;k/
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Preserving Dunhuang: the Lessons of Histor9

The Pl’)otographs on dlsplag in this exhibition offer a glimpsc of views around Dunhuang
and the Mogao Caves before the Dunhuang Art Research Institute (Previous name of the
Dunhuang Acadcmy) was established in 1944. Looking at these Facling plflotographs again
gives one a sense of the tumultuous histor” of the first half of the twentieth century. The
exhibition includes Phofographs of Dunhn;lang, the Mogao Caves and 5urroundiné areas
taken b}) carl\q twentlcth—ccntury cxplorers such as Aurel Stein, Paul Pelliot and Sergel
Fedorovich Oldcnburg around the time theg were removing objccts from the Librarg Cave.
There are also Photographs taken in the 1940s by Chinese arcl'laeologist Shi Zhangru and
British scientist Joseph Needham. These Photograplns togctl']cr document the Pl’lgsical
environment of Dunhuang and the Mogao Caves during different Pcriods. The Photographs
show the Mogao Caves as barren and desolate with c{amagcd wooden walkway structures,
co”aPsed cliff faces, exPoscd wall Paintings, and lower caves buried bﬁ lagers of sand drifts;
some caves were even used by Pcople for shelter and cooking. These sacred halls of art
suffered c{amagc from both natural and man-made causes. However, this long Pcriocl of
neglect and continuous deterioration ended forever with the establishment of the National

DunhuangArt Research Institute in 1944,

TOCL’*]LJ t"ICSC Old PI"IOtOgFBP"!S have bcc.ome PI’CCiOUS archlval resources {:or a rangc O{:

activities such as Prescrvation, rcsearc.h in Dunhuang StUCllCS. and arcl’laeologmal surveying,



The clocumentary Photographs. sketches and writings of Stein, Pelliot and Olclcnburg and
their expcdltion teams have mostlg been made accessible Iong ago. Shi Zlﬁangu‘s Mogao Cave
Flans was Publlslﬂed in the 1990s, and more recently Joseph Needham'’s Pl’\otographs have
been made available on the Needham Research Institute’s website. In their different ways
all these resources, whether Photograplﬁic or textual, have documented the appearance
of the Mogao cliff face, the lagout of the caves, the condition of the wall Pamtings and
the surrounding environment of seventy to a hundred years ago, and are therefore of the
utmost im|:>ortancc. For cxample if we look at Photographs taken by Pelliot's expcdition team
in 1908 and compare them to the cave Painhngs toclay, we can see how the wall Paintings
have changed. When we were compilmg an archacological repor‘t on Mogao Caves 266-275
for the first volume of 7he Comp/ctc Collection of Dun/7uar7g Grofttoes, the Photograplﬂs
taken bfj JosePh Needham of the outside of this group of caves showed the features of the
Perxod. thus Prow&mg conclusive evidence for archacological research. For this reason, in the
process of selccting historical Pho’cograplns from the late Qing and Republlcan Pcriods for

tl'ﬂs cxl’nbltxon, we have becn rcmmclcd o1C tl’meir l'nstorlca‘ value.

To&a_p; the Mogao Caves have changecl beﬂond recognition and are a sacred P]acc
intended for serious studfj and aPPrec.lahon. At the bcginnmg of the twent\q-{:irst century
we now have the task of preserving this heritagc for future gcnerations. These historical
Photographs can insPirc us to remember the Past and take goocl care of Dunhuang to ensure

a brrg]wt future for the Mogao Caves.

Fan Jinshi

Director of the Dunhuang Acadcm})
5ePtcmber 201
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